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Amazing Grace, III 
 

“I just can’t do it. I can’t live the way God wants me to. In fact, I’ve given up trying. I 
don’t think it’s humanly possible to live the way the Bible says I should.” 
 
Have you ever felt like that? Have you ever felt like it just couldn’t be done? 
 
We live in odd times today. America has more churches, religious programs, Bible 
translations, Bible study books, opportunities to learn God’s truth than ever before.  
 
There has been no other generation in the history of the planet that has had as much 
access to biblical truth as our generation living in the USA today. 
 
We have access to God’s truth, but our lifestyles don’t always show it. George Barna 
of Barna Research, a marketing research company, tracks cultural trends and the 
Christian Church. 
 
Commenting on his recent finds Barna writes, “...all Christians are called to regularly 
pray for their leaders, or to influence other people in accordance with biblical values, 
but relatively few believers do so. Similarly, while Christians are exhorted to not 
engage in behaviors such as gambling or filling their minds with inappropriate sexual 
images through pornography, millions do so on a regular basis. While some of that 
behavior is perhaps outright disobedience to God's commands, much of it may be 
naive ignorance of what the Bible calls for and how we are to translate its principles 
into daily living." 
 
What’s going on? I’m in the middle a book right now by Jessica Stern entitled, “Terror 
in The Name Of God, Why Religious Militants Kill.” Stern is a lecturer at Harvard 
University’s Kennedy School of Government, she’s been a fellow on the Council on 
Foreign Relations, a National Fellow at Stanford Univerity’s Hoover Institution, 
director at the National Security Council. 
 
Stern is a US expert on terrorism. What she did was spend the past 4 years 
interviewing terrorists from jihadists in Pakistan to militant religious groups in the 
US.  
 
What she tried to do was to categorize some of the reasoning that people go through 
in joining these groups. One of the things she found was a disillusionment with the 
way the other religious people around them were living. 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

2 

Some people feel so oppressed by their culture that they join groups that seem to be 
totally separate. They join groups where they feel comfortable because the group has 
strict rules that are harshly enforced.  
 
Ultimately they can become so dedicated to the group that they’re willing to commit 
acts of violence for the cause of the group. 
 
Other people don’t end up in terror groups, but they gravitate toward legalistic 
churches where every thing is spelled out in detail.  
They feel comfortable surrounded by people who tell them what they can and can’t 
do. The church becomes their authority rather than God. 
 
They often end up being so judgmental and critical of everyone else that they totally 
loose the joy that God wants them to experience. Not only that, but they can’t relate to 
people around them who don’t know God. They can’t share their faith with a world 
that really needs to hear about Jesus Christ. 
 
Obviously we don’t want to get trapped in legalism. That’s not what God intends. We 
certainly don’t want to get hooked up with a off beat religious group. But if we’re 
serious about God, we don’t want to just go with the flow of our culture. 
 
What’s the answer? 
 
The Bible gives an answer that is totally unlike anything most people could even 
imagine. In fact, the Bible gives an answer that I think is totally unlike anything even 
most sincere Christians could even imagine. 
 
The Bible’s answer is the power of grace. 
 
Today we’re in part three of a three week series on God’s amazing grace. 
 
Two weeks ago we saw the Biblical definition of grace. Grace is God’s favor given to 
us when we really deserve His judgement. 
Grace isn’t merely God’s pity or compassion. Grace isn’t God setting aside His justice 
and simply ignoring our sins. Grace isn’t God being so busy that we can slip our bad 
thoughts, words, or deeds past Him. 
 
Grace is about forgiveness of sin because the full penalty has been paid by another. 
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If you don’t catch this truth, you’ll never understand grace: Sin can’t limit God 
amazing love, because sin isn’t infinite. But, God’s infinite justice restrains God’s love.  
 
The one thing that holds God’s love back from us is His justice. God’s law has been 
broken by every person in this room.  The NT says: the law is holy, and the 
commandment holy and just and good. 
 
Holiness means absolute purity. No taint of unrighteousness. You could take the best 
of the best when it comes to people on this earth and the Bible says we’ve: all sinned 
and fallen short of the glory of God... 
 
We’ve fallen short of the glory of God by a long shot. We’ve all missed the mark of 
God’s perfection. The biblical term is “sin.” 
 
God’s infinite, perfect, righteous, lawful justice makes a demand. The wages of sin is 
death. Sin must be punished.  
 
God’s love was restrained by His own holiness. But God did what no human being 
could do. He made the way to satisfy His justice and free up His love. 
 
I’d like you to see how He did it as we begin this morning.  
 
Turn to I John 4  pg 1084   
 
Here’s where God’s infinite love and perfect holiness come together. 
 
Read vs 10 
 
Another team of pollsters, not Barnas, took a survey of Americans and asked “what 
do you love most, children, animals, God, country, enemies, self?” 
 
Here’s how people answered in order of priority: 
1. Children, 2. God, 3. Country, 4. Animals, 5. Self, at the bottom of the list was 
Enemies. 
 
This revealed two significant facts: 
 
1. Americans love surveys. We take more polls and surveys than any people on the 
face of the Earth. 
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2. We don’t begin to know ourselves. We’re deluded. 
 
If the truth be told, we love ourselves. That’s why we sin. That’s why the world is 
such a mess. We love ourselves.  
 
Where does true love originate? Not with us. We don’t have a clue. 
 
Love originates with God. Here’s how God loves: He sent His Son to be the propitiation 
for our sins. 
 
Propitiation is a theological term that means “an atonement.” “A satisfaction.” 
 
God’s justice was satisfied by Jesus’ death on the cross. Jesus died in our place, 
because of God’s broken law. 
 
God made a way to satisfy His own justice so His love could be set free. Grace is God 
freely showing His love to us because our sins were placed on Jesus at the cross. 
 
Grace is free to us. That’s what makes it grace. But what a price the Son of God paid. 
He paid it in in suffering and shame so that God’s love might be free to operate in 
grace! 
 
The Bible says: For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it 
is the gift of God,  not of works, lest anyone should boast. 
 
Grace is the vehicle that brings God’s forgiveness. But grace means much more than 
just judicial forgiveness. Grace shapes how we live. 
 
Grace is our teacher. I want us to see just what it is this morning that grace teaches us. 
Go now to Titus 2  pg 1059 
 
We’re going to use Titus 2 as the foundation for our study this morning. I honestly 
believe that Titus chapter 2 contains some of the most significant truths when it comes 
to living for God, that you’ll find in the whole Bible. 
 
I. God’s Grace Teaches Us To Put Off Ungodliness   
 
Read vs 11-12 
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I want you to encourage you to memorize these verses, underline them in your Bible, 
let them really sink down in. 
 
Even though it’s holy, just, and good, it isn’t God’s law that teaches us how to live. It 
definitely isn’t some legalistic religious cult. In fact, it isn’t religion at all, it’s grace. 
 
You say, Ed that dosen’t make sense. If grace is God’s undeserved mercy, how’s it 
going to teach me about holiness? If grace is the opposite of law and works, how’s it 
going to change my life? 
 
Well, notice something here. The same grace that brings forgiveness of our sins 
teaches us. 
 
It teaches us to put off, and it teaches us to put on. We’re to put off two things. The 
first is “ungodliness.” 
 
Now let me ask you something here, how would you define ungodliness? 
 
The dictionary says:    1.  Not revering God; impious. 2. Sinful; wicked. 
3. Outrageous: had to leave for work at an ungodly hour. 
 
I’d like to give a very simple definition for ungodliness. “Not having regard for God.” 
 
Personally, I think one of the most serious problems among believers in Christ is our 
shallow view of sin. We talked about this last week, and I believe we all labor with 
this one.  
 
The Pharisees of Jesus day were outwardly righteous guys. If one of them come into 
our church we’d think, “What a fine upstanding member of the community. What a 
Bible scholar. What holy man. What a fine example of righteousness.” 
 
The problem was it was self-righteousness. the Pharisees were sticklers for the law of 
God but Jesus said they were of their father, the Devil. 
 
If ungodly means “not having a regard for God” then godly means “having a regard 
for God.” 
 
Listen: A godly life is a life of complete, voluntary dependence on God. That means 
we trust Him. We trust His wisdom. We trust His love. We trust His goodness. We 
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trust His provision.  
 
Dependence on God excludes all dependence on self. 
 
Something can be refined, moral, appealing, socially acceptable, and yet still ungodly. 
 
If what I do is all about me and my accomplishments, it’s ungodly. If someone gets up 
here to do special music, and they do a fantastic job, but they did it to hear you clap 
instead of point people to Christ it’s ungodly. 
 
If I get up here to preach, and I craft an accurate, powerful, sermon full of Bible 
verses, but I did it so you’d say, “I just love Ed’s sermons” instead of humbly serving 
up the Bread of Life, it’s ungodly. 
 
Hold your place here in Titus and turn to I Cor 10:31, pg 1019 
 
Read vs 31 
 
The Grace of God teaches us to deny ungodliness. The grace of God teaches us to 
deny anything that doesn’t regard God.  
 
Now if life is about living for the glory of God, and that means down to the most 
mundane things of life, then grace is teaching us to put off every attitude that dosen’t 
put God right at the center of our life. 
 
Do you leave God here when you walk out to the parking lot after services? Do you 
leave God here, or is He the hub of your family life, your work, your drive to work, 
your marriage, your dating relationships, your goals, your dreams. 
 
Godliness says, “I see God’s wisdom for life, and it’s a natural part of who I am.” 
Godliness trusts God to do whatever in His infinite wisdom is best, even if it’s saying 
“No” to what I think I want in life. Ungodliness leaves God out. 
 
Back to Titus  
 
Grace teaches us to deny something else too. The goodness of God teaches us to deny 
worldly lusts. We think of the word “lust” strictly in sexual terms. The word in the 
original Greek is epithumia, which simply means desires. 
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What are the worldly desires grace teaches us to abandon? If grace means “God’s 
undeserved mercy” then worldly desires would include pride, greed, envy, jealousy, 
covetousness, anger.  
 
That’s not a conclusive list but it’s more than enough for most of us to start with. 
When you get those taken care of come back and I’ll give you some more. 
 
There’s a common denominator to “worldly lust.” It’s self. 
 
God says, My undeserved mercy that saved you though Jesus Christ, teaches that life 
isn’t all about you. Life is about me.” 
 
I. God’s Grace Teaches Us To Put Off Ungodliness 
II. God’s Grace Teaches Us To Put On Righteousness   
 
Read vs 12 
 
Last week we covered our security in Christ because of grace.  We saw that for a lot of 
people this just dosen’t compute. They think that grace leads to a weak attitude about 
sin. 
 
Listen to this writer: Underneath the LIE of OSAS is Satan's Masterful follow up that 
is leading Millions down the road to hell! As he said to Eve in the Garden concerning 
the issue of sin. "You shall surly NOT die!" (Gen3:4) Thus he is saying to the vast 
majority of professing Christians today, giving them; The Gospel  of Security in Sin! 
 
 
Look what the Bible is saying here in Titus 2. It’s not the wrath of God that teaches 
those who have trusted Christ as Savior, it’s the grace of God. 
 
Knowing that Christ died for me and that my sins are forgiven in Christ dosen’t make 
me secure in my sins, it teaches me to peruse righteousness. 
 
In fact, the standards of grace are infinitely higher than the standards of law. 
 
J. F. Strombeck, in his book “Disciplined by Grace” writes; It is possible for the natural 
man (he means a person who hasn’t trusted Christ) to learn to do much that is good; not only 
because he must, but also because he chooses to do so. He can be honest, conscientious, diligent,  
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kind, loving, chaste, courteous, self-sacrificing all because he esteems these as virtues and is 
esteemed because of them. Man can learn to resist the baser things of life by the sheer power of 
his natural self. 
 
Obviously the world would be a much better place if people tried to live a moral 
lifestyle. But, God calls His people to live life on a different level. 
 
Jesus said the two greatest commandments of the OT were: 'You shall love the LORD 
your God with all your heart, with all your soul, and with all your mind. And: 'You shall love 
your neighbor as yourself. On these two commandments hang all the Law and the Prophets.’ 
 
That’s a pretty tall order isn’t it? Love God with everything that’s in you and love 
your neighbor with the same passion and intensity as you love yourself. 
Tall order? Ed, you’re talking about leaping tall buildings with a single bound. That 
may work for Superman, but not for me. 
 
It’s a tall order but if you think about it, it’s all on a human level. Love God with 
what’s in you. Love your neighbor with the level of love you have for yourself. That’s 
human love. 
 
The Golden Rule is found in Mat 7:12. It says: Therefore, whatever you want men to do to 
you, do also to them... 
 
Now compare that with the standard of grace.  
 
Turn to John 15,  pg 956  Read vs 12 
 
Try this one: Eph 5,  pg 1040  Read vs 1-2 
 
Grace dosen’t ask us to do our best. It asks us to be like Christ. Eph 5:25 commands: 
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her... 
 
What grace teaches us goes way beyond the best that human beings can do. It even 
goes way beyond the requirements of the Law of Moses. 
 
In the Lord’s Prayer Jesus taught us to pray:  ...forgive us our debts, as we forgive our 
debtors. 
 
Grace commands: ...be kind to one another, tenderhearted, forgiving one another, just as God 
in Christ forgave you. 
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See the difference? See why people who say “too much talk about grace leads to loose 
living” don’t have the slightest idea what grace really says.  
It’s not too much talk about grace that’s the problem, it’s not enough. 
 
When we become aware that the lofty standards of grace are on a divine level, it 
quickly becomes obvious to us that we’re going to need God’s power to carry them 
out. 
 
Here’s how it works: Turn to Rom 6   1003 
 
Read vs 1-2  Sin more so we can get more grace? How offensive! That would totally 
misunderstand Jesus work on the cross. 
 
Christ died in our place. When we trust Him as Savior we’re united with Him 
spiritually. We’ve died to our old life and been raised to a new life. 
 
There are three commands in Romans 6 that sum up God’s grace empowerment. 
Grace has standards that are divine. God gives power that’s divine. 
 
Read vs 6  “knowing” 
Read vs 11  “reckon” 
Read vs 13-14 “present” 
 
Follow this: Whenever there is a failure in the life of a believer it’s due to dependence 
on self, instead of God. We are responsible to yield to the control of God.  
 
True righteousness is more than being good. It’s being godly. It’s having a regard for 
God in everything.  
 
I. God’s Grace Teaches Us To Put Off Ungodliness 
II. God’s Grace Teaches Us To Put On True Righteousness 
II. God’s Grace Teaches Us To Live With Expectation 
 
Back to Titus 2 one more time   Read vs 13-14 
 
The Bible devotes more space to the fact that Jesus Christ is going to return than to 
any other subject. 
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In Titus 2 the emphasis isn’t so much on the fact of His coming as the fact that every 
believer should be looking expectantly for Him. 
 
If you truly believe that Jesus Christ could return at any moment, it will impact your 
life. 
 
Turn to I John 3  Pg 1083 
 
Read 1   
 
John MacArthur writes: “Why does John describe God’s love as ‘what manner of 
love?’ Perhaps he tried to call it super, colossal, stupendous, magnanimous, or 
unbelievable, but eventually gave up.” 
 
“Just the concept of God’s love overwhelmed John. He might have understood it 
better had God called  believers ‘slaves,’ ‘neighbors,’ or ‘friends.’ But to be called 
God’s children was more wonderful than John could imagine.” 
 
This is about grace. God’s amazing grace.  

 
God saved us and made us His children by faith and yet in a lot of ways we’re all still 
a work in progress.  
 
Read 2 
Positionally we’re children of God, and practically,  or in every day life, God’s at work 
through His grace to make us more like Jesus. But one day, when we see Him, the 
process will be over. 
 
The Biblical term for that next phase is “glorification.” Right now we don’t have 
glorified bodies. Right now we don’t look any different than any other human being. 
We don’t glow in the dark or have halos. We’re just us. 
 
But when we meet Jesus, our blessed hope, face to face, we’ll be made like Him. 
 
Remember: If you’ve trusted Christ as Savior, you are already a child of God. There’s 
no step up from being a Child of God. 
 
There’s another state, or condition called glorification, but there’s no higher position 
in God’s family than than we enjoy by His grace right now. 
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Read 3 
 
What we are is a Child of God 
What we will be is like Christ 
What we should be is pure 
 
Knowing that one day we’re going to stand before the Lord Jesus Christ ought to 
motivate you.  
 
Knowing that He’s coming back, and it could be at any moment, should draw us into 
an urgent desire to be pure. 
 
When Jesus comes back what would you like Him to find you doing? What kinds of 
attitudes would you like Him to see? 
 
Our lives ought to be purified by the knowledge of His return. That knowledge ought 
to produce in us the kind of love and gratitude that causes us to respond in obedience 
and conformity to His pure standards. 
 
“I just can’t do it. I can’t live the way God wants me to. In fact, I’ve given up trying. I 
don’t think it’s humanly possible to live the way the Bible says I should.” 
 
That is absolutely true. It isn’t humanly possible. The demands of grace are far too 
high. But it’s divinely possible. 
 
I. God’s Grace Teaches Us To Put Off Ungodliness 
II. God’s Grace Teaches Us To Put On Righteousness 
II. God’s Grace Teaches Us To Live With Expectation 

 


