Believe It!
The Future According To God, Pt 1

If you Google the phrase “End of world prophecies,” you can run through list after list
of recorded predictions of the end of the world. These have been made all down through
history. There are literally hundreds of them. The latest iteration is the uproar about the
Mayan calendar. Apparently the Mayans didn’t run their dating system past December
21, 2012 and so 12/21/12 joins multitudes of other dates, which have predicted the end.

Actually there is a good explanation for the Mayan deal. I don’t know if you’ve seen
this yet but this was actually captured by a news reporter around 300AD...

[ only had enough room to
go up o 2012,
[

e \“ 'l
ifl

From Nostradamus to Edgar Cayce to Jehovah’s Witnesses to Harold Camping;
historians, prophets, psychics, and religious groups have claimed the ability to see into
the future. Every time though, the outcome was less than stellar.

But, what if there were predictions that truly came from God? Doesn’t it stand to reason
that unlike failed human guesses about the future, God’s revelation would be plain,
understandable, and accurate?

We’re nearing the end of a series that we’ve titled Believe It! This has been a study in
basic Christian beliefs using our church doctrinal statement for the topics.



This has been a rich study that’s taken us through the person of God, the salvation of
God, the empowerment of God, and today we want to see “part one” of the ultimate
triumph of God in the face of spiritual and global hostilities.

This past Tuesday after the Discovery Class some of us were having a discussion about
Saturday afternoon at the movies when we were kids. And a couple of us could reach all
the way back into the day when the world was still black and white. At least it was in
the movies.

Of course the theater wanted you to come back so each week they always showed a
chapter from a series like Buck Rogers. Each week they showed another chapter and
ever chapter ended at the height of tension. Was Buck going to make it out alive? How
would ever escape?

Every one was a cliff hanger to keep you coming back for more.

God doesn’t depend on cliff hangers to keep us interested. He’s not worried about
pumping up our adrenalin and leaving us holding our breath. He tells us exactly how the
story ends.

Christ returns, defeats the enemies of God, and ultimately establishes a new heaven and
a new Earth. The end of the story is, God is worshipped and He reigns forever and ever.
Now, our questions usually don’t involve whether God will be victorious or not, but

when will God set all things new and what will be the events surrounding those things?

In our statement of faith under the title “Future Events” we included this paragraph...
We believe in the personal, pre-tribulational, and premillennial return of our Lord and
Savior, Jesus Christ. He will come before the seven year tribulation period to “catch
away” His Bride, the church, coming only in the air. He will return to earth with His
church at the close of the tribulation to judge the living nations and to set up His
Kingdom.

the Bible is filled with prewritten history. In passages that are sometimes 1000 years
removed from the event, God’s prophets tell us with precision what will happen.

They tell us about Jesus Christ, the nation of Israel, and the nations of the world.

Today, looking back, we can read the predictions and then scrutinize the fulfillments to
see if the biblical prophets were accurate.

What we find is, the Bible’s predictions are exact. The Bible may have been penned
down by human beings, but its ultimate source was God Himself.



In fact, in Deuteronomy 18 God gives us the acid test for prophets. He let’s us know that
if anybody claims to be His prophet and they’re not 100% accurate, they’re lying. They
don’t represent Him. The Bible sets the bar as high as possible by saying that God’s
prophets are 100% accurate, 100% of the time.

And that becomes vital to what we’re studying now. We’re studying what God says is
going to happen in the future. If God ’s prophets were 100% accurate 100% of the time
then that’s the same standard you’d expect when God tells us what’s next in prophecy.

Why can we have hope for the future? Because we can personally know the God of past,
present, and future.

Today we want to try to answer the question “What’s next?”” What is it that’s next on
God’s prophetic time table?

We’ve included a chart in your bulletins this week, that gives you a brief overview of
God’s plan for the last days as explained in the Bible.

We’ll refer to this chart this week and next week as we identify some of these events.

Let’s start by familiarizing ourselves with the chart. There are 4 major time periods
covered by this chart, as well as a number of major events.

We start off reading left to right, with the Church Age. This is the time of history that
we’re in right now.

With each person who trusts Jesus Christ as Savior the number of people in the church,
or the Body of Christ, grows. The church age started 50 days after the crucifixion, on
the Jewish feast of Pentecost.

The Church age ends with the prophetic event we want to talk this morning, the rapture.
The rapture takes believers off this earth, and then comes the events we read about in
the book of Revelation, the tribulation period. This is a time of God’s judgment, but it’s

also an unparalleled time of people around the globe coming to know the Savior.

The tribulation is followed by the battle of Armageddon and the inauguration of a
thousand year reign of Christ on earth.

Ultimately there’s the great white throne judgment of unbelievers and the creation of the
New Heavens and New Earth.



Even if we don’t understand all the terminology or all the details we can be sure of one
thing. God’s got a plan. God’s got a plan and His plan includes us.

We don’t have to get down because of all the things that are happening in our world or
in our personal lives, because the same God who flung the stars into space, created this
world, has a plan.

He’s in control. His plan’s been in effect for thousands of years.

If there is no God and we were just here for a few short years and then they put us in a
grave where we melded back into the elements and that’s it we’d have every reason to
be hopeless.

If the best we had to look forward to was what ever was going to be in the headlines
tomorrow we’d have every reason to despair but the good news of the Bible is that the
God of hope can fill us with all joy and peace.

1. We Are Promised A Blessed Hope

Turn to Titus 2, page 1170 Read verses 11-14

People have all kinds of ideas about what should motivate believers in Jesus to be
totally devoted followers of Jesus. They use fear, guilt, whatever to try to convince them

to live right.

God uses His grace. His grace that brings salvation motivates us to live for Him. And
part of that motivation to live for Jesus is that Jesus is coming back for us.

In fact, Jesus coming back for us is our blessed hope. The word translated “blessed,”
makarios literally means “happy.”

A believer has a happy hope. We have something that should get us excited. It’s the
glorious appearing of our great God and Savior, Jesus.

The classic Bible passage that deals with this hope i1s found in I Thessalonians 4.
Turn to Page 1159
The prominent missionary to the 1st century Mediterranean world was a man named

Paul. He was a Jewish persecutor of Christians who had his life revolutionized by
meeting Jesus.



As Paul traveled around the Roman Empire he usually went into the synagogues first. In
Thessalonica he reasoned out of the Old Testament that the promised Messiah had to die
and rise and that Jesus of Nazareth was that Messiah.

The unbelieving Jews got mad and ran him out of town. The Thessalonian Christians
hoped that Jesus would return and save them from persecution.

The problem was Jesus didn’t return and over time some of the Christians in
Thessalonica had died. The people were confused. Would the ones who died miss out
on the blessing when Jesus did return?

Here’s the explanation.
Read verses 13-14

We always struggle with the death of someone we love because death isn’t natural.
Everybody dies but it’s still not natural.

God is the source of life and He created us to live. Death isn’t a part of God’s ultimate
plan. We know that because the Bible says that in eternity God makes all things new
and there won’t be any crying, sickness, or death.

Those things are all here because of sin. Death is an enemy. But, it’s a defeated enemy.

When a believer dies the Bible says we’re absent from the body and...present with the
Lord. 11 Corinthians 5:8

But God didn’t create us to be without a body.

When Jesus rose from the dead He rose bodily. Luke tells us that when the disciples saw
Jesus raised they couldn’t believe their eyes. They thought He was spirit. But listen to
what Jesus says to them, “Behold My hands and My feet, that it is I Myself. Handle Me
and see, for a spirit does not have flesh and bones as you see I have.”” Luke 24:39

Jesus is the first of all the rest who would rise. So while a believers’ spirit goes to
heaven, God 1sn’t finished until the bodily resurrection.

So according to I Thessalonians 4 Jesus brings those who have died with Him.
Read vs 15a For this we say to you by the word of the Lord,

“We’re not making this up. This is God’s revelation...”
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Read 15b

When Jesus comes to raise the dead in what we call the “rapture” the living don’t have
any advantage over the dead. Read vs 16

The dead rise bodily first and when they’re standing up we who are alive are caught up
with them. Read vs 17

That’s the blessed hope.

1. We Are Promised A Blessed Hope
11. In The Rapture We Will Be Glorified

When Paul preached the truth of the resurrection to the philosophers in Athens, most of
them mocked him. That’s because to the Greeks getting rid of their body was the great
hope. To them the body was a prison for the soul.

Besides that, a body decays and returns to the elements of the earth.

In Jesus day the Jewish Pharisees believed in a resurrection from the dead, but the other
main religious party, the Sadducees, didn’t.

Well the Bible explains that if there is no resurrection, then Jesus didn’t rise. If Jesus
didn’t rise then we’re all doomed. If Jesus didn’t rise then what hope do we have for

eternity?

How does a resurrection happen? What are the mechanics of a body that’s disintegrated
into dust being raised?

I don’t know. But I know this. If God could create Adam from the dust of the ground
and breath into him the breath of life, I’'m sure He can handle a resurrection.

For some insight into the resurrection body, turn with me to I Corinthians 15 page
1023

Read verses 35 -44

When Jesus Christ returns (and remember this can be at any time, no one knows when)
the dead in Christ will rise first.



That’s not a reconstruction. It’s a resurrection. It’s like a plant growing up out of a seed.
One’s not identical to the other, but they are related.

The natural body is mortal (in other words it can die), and is corruptible (it is subject to
disease and decay). The resurrection body is incorruptible and immortal. It’s a spiritual
body but it’s not just a spirit.

Jesus rose bodily. The grave clothes He had been buried in were there in the tomb, but
Jesus was gone. The stone didn’t have to be rolled away to let Jesus out, it was rolled
away to let other’s in!

Now, I John 3:2 says we shall be like Him.

That means we’ll have material bodies that can be touched and seen. We’ll be able to
speak, move through solid substances, and will never die.

For the people in Thessalonica this was good news because they thought those who had
died had missed out.

For us it’s good news because we have the opportunity to avoid death. I Thessalonians 4
says, Then we who are alive and remain shall be caught up together with them...

That’s where we get the word “rapture.” Rapture is from the Latin verb rapio which
means “to seize” “to carry off” “to catch up.”

This is like a “living resurrection” if we could use that term.
I Corinthians 15 read verses 51-54

This is a mystery. A mystery in the New Testament isn’t some riddle we need to figure
out. It’s actually a truth that’s being revealed for the first time.

This wasn’t in the Old Testament. This wasn’t in the gospels. Resurrection was, but not
this catching away of living believers.

What’s new is that some will not die. Some who are alive and remain will put on
incorruption without having to die first.

1. We Are Promised A Blessed Hope
1I. In The Rapture We Will Be Glorified
1II. The Church’s Ultimate Blessing Is To See Jesus



In the past few years we’ve had a spate of books written by people who have gone
though medical emergencies, been declared clinically dead, and then were revived and
described heaven.

In one popular book the author describes the children and elderly family members who
have died who come to greet him. In another one narrated by a little boy everybody had
wings. One guy says, everybody walks around lifting up their hands shouting
“halleluiah, praise the Lord.” (I certainly hope not!) But what’s telling to me is they
hardly mention Jesus Christ.

There are no old and young in heaven and nobody has wings. But they do worship.
We’ll worship and the focus of that worship is Jesus.

I find it interesting that rather than talking about believers being in heaven, the biblical
phrase is “with the Lord.”

The focus of the Bible isn’t being in heaven, it’s being with Jesus Christ in heaven.
That’s what makes heaven heavenly.

Romans 8:29 says that God has predestined everyone who has trusted Christ as Savior
to be conformed to the image of His Son.

God’s at work in our life today using the joys and the sorrows to produce the character
of Jesus in our life. It’s going to happen because God has predetermined that it will.

At the rapture we receive the culmination of all that. We’ll be like Him, in His image,
glorified.

Turn to Ephesians 1 page 1146
Read verses 5-6

We’re predestined to be counted as adult sons in God’s family to the praise of the glory
of His grace.

Read verses 11-12
We’re predestined to be to the praise of His glory.

That means that our redeemed lives will shine out the wonder of His glory. They’ll
magnify the wonder of His grace.



Listen to John’s description of what it will be like in heaven, Then I looked, and I heard
the voice of many angels around the throne, the living creatures, and the elders, and the
number of them was ten thousand times ten thousand, and thousands of thousands,
saying with a loud voice: “Worthy is the Lamb who was slain To receive power and
riches and wisdom, And strength and honor and glory and blessing!” (Revelation
5:11,12)

Nobody’s floating on clouds, Nobody’s yawning, nobody’s playing harps, nobody’s
taking a nap. There’s no babies. There’s no geriatric ward.

All the focus 1s on the worthiness of the Lamb who was slain. Our words, our lives are
going to magnify the glory of His grace.

See this one on the throne chose to leave that throne for a time and come to earth. The
eternal God locked Himself into a human body and time and space.

The one who was the epitome of purity rubbed shoulders with the wicked of this world.

Then on the day appointed by the Father He was taken to a cruel cross and nailed there
to die. No angels were singing, no shouts of joy were going up, just a bruised and
bloody man dieing on the cross.

Why? Because all of us were in desperate need of His grace. He bore our sins. He paid
the price.

He was the lamb who was slain. All of our sins were placed on Jesus Christ at the cross.
He was the great High Priest who offered the sacrifice of Himself.

That was all done so that we could live. So that a holy God would be free to show us
His grace.

In heaven were going to walk on streets of gold, drink from the water of life, talk to the
great men and women of God from the past, and be enamored by angel choirs.

But none of that will be what makes heaven, heaven for us. What makes it heaven is to
walk and talk with our Savior. To see His glory and be reflections of His glory.

1. We Are Promised A Blessed Hope

11. In The Rapture We Will Be Glorified

III. The Church’s Ultimate Blessing Is To See Jesus
1V. The Rapture Could Happen At Any Moment



One of the problems the Jews faced when they read the Old Testament was the
seemingly contradictory statements the prophets made about the coming Messiah.

Isaiah speaks of the Messiah as being a suffering servant in Isaiah 53, but as a ruling
king in Isaiah 7. The Rabbis debated the meanings back and forth. Some thought there
might even be 2 Messiahs.

Today we can look and see that Jesus came once as Savior 2000 years ago. When He
steps His foot on the earth again He’ll come as conquering King. There aren’t two

Messiahs, there’s two comings of one Messiah.

The same can be said for the verses about Jesus return in the New Testament. You read
through Matthew 24, Mark 13, Luke 17 and you begin to have questions about timing.

I believe the Bible gives us the overview the way it does because God doesn’t want us
setting dates or trying to figure out the “when” questions. He wants us to live in a

continual state of readiness.

What we can know is there seems to be a clear difference between the coming of the
Lord at the end of the age, and the rapture which could be at any time.

There are three basic views on the timing of the rapture. Some believe it will be before
the 7 year tribulation. Some think Jesus will come for his church halfway through the
tribulation. And still others believe that Jesus will return after the tribulation.

Those views are known as pre, mid, and post tribuationalism.

Here at Faith Community we believe that the pretribulational view most adequately
explains the passages.

The second coming, which clearly happens at the end of the tribulation, is very different
from the rapture.

Let me just list a few differences.

1. Rapture: we’re caught up to Him
Second Coming: Comes down to earth (Revelation 19)

2. Rapture: There’s no change in the nations of the world
Second Coming: Gentile nations are judged
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3. Rapture: Creation Is unchanged
Second Coming: Creation is delivered from the curse

4. Rapture: A mystery not before revealed
Second Coming: Is plain in both the Old and New Testaments

5. Rapture: Our hope 1s centered in Christ
Second Coming: The kingdom is at hand

6. Rapture: Christ comes as the bridegroom
Second Coming: Christ comes as the king

7. Rapture: Christ isn’t said to be seen
Second Coming: Every eye will see Him

The tribulation is clearly a time of God’s wrath being poured out upon this world. The
church is described as the body of Christ, the temple of God, and the bride of Christ.

The Bible says, God did not appoint us to wrath, but to obtain salvation through our
Lord Jesus Christ. 1 Thessalonians 5:9

Jesus promised, I also will keep you from the hour of trial which shall come upon the
whole world... Revelation 3:10

So, if we’re correct in saying that the rapture happens before the tribulation, what does
that mean practically for us?

It means that there’s nothing else that needs to happen first. It means that the rapture is
the next event on God’s prophetic timetable. It means that there’s never been a time in

the history of the church when there’s more likelihood of the rapture to occur any day.

It means that the most important question we’re confronted with doesn’t have anything
to do with our house, our job, or our bank account.

All “last days™ prophecy centers around the nation of Israel. In 70 AD a Roman general
named Titus Flavius Vespasianus broke through and leveled and burned Jerusalem.

For 1900 years there was no nation of Israel. Then in 1922 the League of Nations
approved a British Mandate of Palestine with the object of creating a Jewish National
Home. In 1947, the United Nations approved the partition of the British Mandate of
Palestine into two states, one Jewish and one Arab. On May 14, 1948, Israel declared
independence.
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No other people in the history of the world have been scattered and homeless and yet
have come back together again as a nation.

The fact of the nation of Israel is the most powerful sign that we are in the last days.
Their existence as a sovereign state is nothing short of a miracle from God.

From 70 AD on up until 1948 there was no way for these covenants of God with Israel
to be fulfilled. Now there’s a way. God’s promises never fail.

The most basic question is this: Are you ready? Are you prepared to meet God? If the
rapture happened today, would you be left behind?

Jesus told a very religious man named Nicodemus that the answer to the world’s
spiritual dilemma was to be born again.

In fact He said, Most assuredly I say to you, unless one is born again, he cannot see the
kingdom of God. John 3:3

Then He gave this explanation of how this spiritual birth takes place. He said, For God
so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son that whosoever believes in Him
would not perish, but have everlasting life. (John 3:16)
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