
Exodus 1:1-22 
 

Doing What’s Right 
 

The little second grader came home from school with a mother’s day card. It was 
obvious that he had worked very hard on it that day. He had carefully cut out a 
picture of flowers from a magazine and pasted it on the front. In very carefully 
formed block letters it said “Happy Mother’s Day.” 
 
His mother was thrilled. She said (as mothers always do), “Did you make this all by 
yourself? Did you make it for me?” 
 
The little boy excitedly said, “Yes I did. Open it up mommy. Look inside. I wrote that 
little prayer you say for me every day” 
 
His mother opened it and inside was this carefully printed message. “God help you if 
you ever do that again.” 
 
Greg Buchner writes:  
 
Moms are the ones who wake the children, feed the children, clothe the children, keep 
the children occupied, run the children every place they need to go, feed the children 
again, try to get a least one task accomplished in spite of the children, bathe the 
children, settle down the children and try to get the children to fall asleep, only to start 
the process again the next day. 
 
Mothers are the ones who are charged with making their children happy, their 
husband happy, (if they work outside the home) bosses happy, and if there's any time 
left then and only then can they be happy... 
 
Moms are the ones who are excellent first aid givers. When dad says "you'll live" mom 
grabs the Band-Aid for non-existent scrape, and with a simple hug and kiss is always 
able to make the pain go away.... 
 
Moms are the ones who, although they've completed high school and maybe some 
college, find their vocabulary slipping away into short phrases like, "Let mommy fix the 
boo-boo." and find themselves repeating phrases constantly like "Don't do that!" "I 
said no." "Get back here." "Get over here." "Get out of there."  
 
Mothers also know all the theme songs for Barney, Bob the Builder, Sesame Street, 
and Clifford the Big Red Dog.  Tunes replacing anything they had learned previous to 
motherhood... 
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There’s no doubt about it, mom’s are special people. And even though everything is 
commercialized I think it’s still significant that our country sets aside a holiday called 
Mother’s Day. 
 
Being a mother in our day and age can be hard, can’t it? There’s all kinds of hostile 
forces that seem to constantly work against moms.  
 
This morning we’re beginning a series on the life of Moses from the OT book of 
Exodus.  
 
Mother’s day is really an appropriate day to start this study because the first two 
chapters of Exodus are based on the actions of mothers. And what we quickly learn is 
difficulty in mothering isn’t something new. Facing hostile forces that oppose moms 
isn’t something new. 
 
The truth is, ever since the Garden of Eden life has been an uphill struggle and 
motherhood has been part of that struggle. Mothers play such a vital role in the 
family that Satan has worked overtime to disrupt and confuse and oppress mothers. 
 
To see how this plays out in a crucial time in history turn with me to Exodus chapter 
1  pg 50 
 
The Book of Exodus picks up historically where the Book of Genesis leaves off. The 
word “Genesis” means “beginnings” and that what we have in the first book of the 
Bible.  
 
There we see how God called a man named Abram out of paganism and polytheism 
to worship the true God. Abram, whose name was changed to Abraham, became the 
father of the Jewish people. 
 
God made promises of blessing and a future for Abraham’s descendents. He gave 
them the land of Canaan (today we call that area of the world Israel). Most 
importantly, God promised that through Abraham’s descendants all the world would 
be blessed.  
 
See it was through Abraham’s descendants, the Jewish people, that Jesus Christ 
would come. Jesus Christ would come to be the Savior of the world. He would come 
to give Himself as a sacrifice for our sins. 
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The hope of the world would be in the Son of God, because it would be through Him 
that we would receive the forgiveness of God. 
 
By the time we get to Exodus it’s now 1875 BC.  Abraham’s son Isaac had a son 
named Jacob. Jacob had 12 sons. One of them, Joseph, was hated by his brothers so 
they sold him to Egyptian slave traders and told their father he was killed. 
 
Joseph eventually became a great leader under the Pharaoh of Egypt. When a famine 
hit the land of Canaan Joseph’s brothers end up in Egypt trying to get help. Who do 
they come to, but Joseph, their own brother? 
 
Joseph could have had them killed but instead he forgives them and moves the family 
to Egypt where they would stay for 430 years. 
 
By way of encouragement for mothers and everyone else for that matter, I want us to 
see 3 things this morning. 
 
I. God Works Sovereignly In History 
 
Read vs 1-7 
 
Things were pretty good for the Jews in Egypt. God had promised their nation would 
grow in number as the stars in the heavens and the sand on the sea shore.  
Being in Egypt allowed that to happen. 
 
But Egypt was only a temporary stop over. For the people who were living through 
this it was generation after generation, but in the grand scheme of God’s plan for 
history it was just a snap of the fingers; a moment on the timeline of eternity. 
 
God works sovereignly in history.  That’s so important for us to see because we live in 
our little niche of time. We’re around for a few short years. It is almost impossible for 
us to see beyond out restricted field of vision. We say, “Where is God? Why don’t I 
see Him at work in my life? What’s with this world with all it’s trauma and pain? Has 
God just chucked it all in and said, “Forget you guys?” 
 
In Rev 15 people are gathered around God’s throne in eternity singing,  “Great and 
marvelous are Your works, Lord God Almighty! Just and true are Your ways, O King of the 
saints! 
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In eternity there’s no question in anyone’s mind, man or angel, that God has worked 
marvelous works because in eternity we all see the big picture. But we’re not in 
eternity now. That’s one of the reasons God has given us the historical record of 
Scripture. 
 
In his book An Eye for an Eye: The Place of Old Testament Ethics Today, Christopher J. H. 
Wright says, “The trouble with the Bible ... is that so much of it is Old Testament. And 
the trouble with the Old Testament is just that. It is old.” 

 
For a lot of people, the fact that’s something’s old means its not relevant. With the 
Bible just the opposite is true. Because it’s old and covers 4000 years of history we get 
to see this panoramic view of what God’s up to. 
 
From beginning to end we can see in the Old Testament how God fulfills His 
promises. The people in the immediate situations often had trouble seeing it but 
looking back we can see that God was busy. 
 
God works sovereignly In History and that ought to excite us. That ought to 
galvanize our faith, so instead of saying, “God must have forgotten about me,” we 
say “I don’t know how it’s all going to work out but I know God’s up to something 
and I’ll trust Him with my life.” 
 
For moms it ought to mean, “I’ll trust him with my kids. I’ll trust Him with my 
family. I’ll trust Him with my questions and my fears.” 
 
I. God Works Sovereignly In History 
II. Satan Will Never Win the Angelic Conflict 
 
Read vs 8-10 
 
An Asiatic people of Semitic origin called the Hyksos began to migrate into Egypt, 
and eventually gained control of the government at a time of weakness and confusion 
during what’s known as the Second Intermediate Period.  
 
Interestingly the Hyksos were Semitic peoples so they were distant cousins to the 
Hebrews.  The Hyksos ruled for about 150 years. They were finally pushed out by the 
Egyptians who rallied around a push for nationalism. 
 
Their slogan was probably, “Egypt for Egyptians,” or something like that. When the  
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new Pharaoh arose who did not know Joseph the time was ripe for hostility against 
all foreigners. 
 
Suddenly the Jews who had so much freedom became looked at as the enemy. The 
king of Egypt said, “Hey there’s too many of these Israelites. In a time of war they 
might hook up with our enemies and we’d be in big trouble. So the new Pharaoh 
came up with a plan. This plan was going to be tough on everybody and as usual it’s 
the families that suffer most. 
 
Read 11 
 
Pharaoh's plan, which was readily adopted by the Egyptians, was to enslave the 
Israelites, and to tighten control over them. 
 
This is about intimidation and oppression, so demoralizing and frightening that the 
Israelites wouldn’t dare resist their masters.  
 
Not only that but slavery was common in the ancient world. The Egyptians built their 
pyramids and monuments using slave labor.  
 
Suddenly they said, “These Jews are foreigners, let’s use them to do our dirty work.” 
 
The Israelites built the storage cities of Pithom and Rameses with brick and mortar. 
They worked the fields. The historian Josephus claims that Israelite manpower was 
also used to dig Egyptian canals. 
 
We can only guess at what Pharaoh had in mind. Maybe he thought the Israelites 
would be to tired to do what it takes to have children. Maybe he thought if he made 
life miserable enough they wouldn’t want to bring children into the world. Maybe he 
thought it would cause them to lose their spirit or he figured they would be too tired 
to take care of their children. Maybe he thought the hardship would make them hate 
being Jews. 
 
What ever his plan was it didn’t work.  Read 12-14 
 
The Jewish people had gone from welcome guests to an oppressed minority in a 
relatively short time. Talk about having to struggle with your faith. Here are people 
who have God’s direct promises of blessing. They’re probably wondering what 
happened. 
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I have to believe that any number of them simply felt like God had abandoned them 
or was punishing them. 
 
Then finally, just when they thought things couldn’t get any worse, the order comes 
from the top. Read vs 15-16 
 
Bob Deiffenbaugh writes: Pharaoh's demands are incredible. First of all, this is an 
abominable act of violence against the innocent. Second, I am amazed that Pharaoh 
passes on all responsibility for the death of these Hebrew infants. He wants the 
midwives to solve this national dilemma of the Hebrew birth rate. The plan is virtually 
unworkable. How were the boy children to be "terminated"? Were the deaths to look 
accidental? How could Pharaoh expect any Hebrew woman to call for a midwife if it 
were known that all boy babies were somehow dying at their hand? I see here a 
poorly conceived (pardon the pun) plan, decreed by a desperate man. 
 
We might wonder how someone could come up with such a warped plan but mad 
men often don’t act rationally. 
 
Adolph Hitler was irrational in his hatred for Jews. What was he so afraid of? When I 
was a kid from PA, we often spent time with my grandparents in Alabama. During 
elections there would be white candidates for office railing against blacks and saying 
how if Alabama gave black people a vote they would vote in communists. By the way 
they didn’t say “black. They used the “N word” and as a Yankee I was completely 
shocked that such a thing was allowed on the airwaves. 
 
There was no rationality in that. It was all fear and misinformation. 
 
Pharaoh was operating in fear, probably with a lust for power, and a hatred for God’s 
people. 
 
This passage brings up a lot of interesting questions like were these two midwives the 
only midwives for all the Jewish people? Were they Jewish themselves?  Did they 
only serve as midwives to Jewish people or did they serve the Egyptians? 
 
I’m going to give you what I think. I did a lot of reading and it seems there’s good 
reason to go a couple of different ways. Obviously, only one answer can be the correct 
answer, but here’s what I think. 
 
Shiphrah and Puah must have been chief administrators of the midwives not just the 
only two. I believe they were Jewish and only served the Jewish women. 
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But, whatever their nationality, they were thrust into having to make a decision. They 
were confronted by situation that posed incredible danger to mothers and their 
children. 
 
What would they do?  Read vs 17-19 
 
This was tough. The most powerful man in the world in their day gives them an order 
that they can’t in good conscience obey. So they take a stand. They fear God more 
than Pharaoh and don’t carry out his orders.  
 
In fact, their explanation is ironic. They say these Hebrew women are in such good 
shape their babies come quickly. We can’t even get there in time. 
 
Now I have to believe everyone worked together on this. They let the word be known 
on the street not to call them call them too soon, and then when they were called I 
have to believe they responded real slowly to the house calls. 
 
Basically what Shiphrah and Puah were saying was, “You work these Hebrews so 
much that they’re in great shape. The Egyptian women are weak. They don’t get any 
exercise so they’re slow in the delivery room. Those Hebrews are in such good shape 
they just pop ‘em out before we get there.” 
 
Was any of that true? I’m sure it was. Were they somewhat dishonest? You could say 
they were, but it was so transparent I have to believe that Pharaoh could see right 
through their story. 
 
Should the women have told Pharaoh the truth? I would say “yes.” They should have 
stood up to Pharaoh and said, "Look, what you have asked us to do is wrong and we 
simply won't do it." Lying isn't right. But don't let their failure to tell the truth keep 
you from seeing the courage these woman had. 
 
What these women did was fear God more than man and take a stand. Why didn’t 
Pharaoh kill them? My guess is they were providentially preserved by God just like 
they could have been had they just said, “No, we can’t do that.” 
 
What Pharaoh didn’t know though, was that he was just a pawn in Satan’s schemes. 
Pharaoh thought he was in charge. He was deluded, just like all dictators, into 
thinking he made his own decisions and choices. 
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Actually, he was a player in what we call “The Angelic Conflict.” Back in the Garden 
of Eden, after Adam and Eve sinned, God made this pronouncement to Satan in 
Genesis 3:15. 
 
And I will put enmity Between you and the woman, And between your seed and her Seed; He 
shall bruise your head, And you shall bruise His heel. 
 
This is what theologians call the protoevangelium. That means the first mention of the 
gospel.  
 
If you’ve seen the movie “The Passion” you’ll remember when Satan released the 
snake in the Garden of Gethsemane Jesus stepped on it’s head and crushed it. That 
was an allusion to Genesis 3:15. 
 
God said to Satan that the Seed of the Woman would come. That’s a reference to the 
virgin born Christ. Women don’t have seed, men do. Jesus was born with out the 
agency of a human father but He was very much human. 
 
Satan tried to bruise Jesus at the cross. For a time it looked as if he had won. Then 
Jesus rose from the dead, crushing the serpent’s head. Defeating death. 
 
That enmity began all the way back in the Garden of Eden. Over and over again Satan 
tried to wipe out the Jewish people so that Jesus couldn’t be born. If He could have 
snuffed out the Jews there would have been no Messiah. 
 
Pharaoh didn’t know it but he was part of this war.  
 
What’s interesting is that no matter how hard he tried, no matter how many different 
ways he tried to pull it off, Satan couldn’t rub out the Hebrews. That’s part of that 
great panoramic view of history we get from the OT. God keeps His promises. God 
fulfills His plans. 
 
Satan Will Never Win the Angelic Conflict  
 
III.God Rewards Faithfulness   Read 20-21 
 
Midwives traditionally were women who couldn’t have children themselves. 
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Bruce Goettsche writes: Can you imagine the position these women were in? They loved 
placing these newborns in the arms of their mothers. They didn't have children themselves so 
each child they delivered was chance to vicariously experience the thrill of motherhood. Every 
time a delivery went bad and a child died, these women felt the depth of parental pain. 
 
They did what was right. They didn’t take what appeared to be the easy way out, and 
verse 21 says, God “provided households for them.” That’s letting us know that God 
blessed these barren women with the joy of children. 
 
Don’t miss this fact. We look at events in our world, our nation, our town, our family 
and we usually miss the most important stuff. 
 
If I asked you the names of the two midwives you could tell me: Shiphrah & Puah. I 
mean who can forget Puah? Great name! 
 
We can name them because God chose to name them. God chose to include them in 
the place of highest honor. God chose to include them in the Bible. He chose to tell us 
about their commitment to do what’s right. 
 
Now here’s the rub. Here’s what we so often overlook. We get all caught up with the 
important people and events.  
 
Give me the name of the Pharaoh at this time. You can’t do it. We can produce a list of 
several and we know it’s probably one of them, but we can’t be sure. 
 
Think of it, the highest official in the land is old "what's his name." This Pharaoh was 
known and feared by millions, but we don't even know for sure who he was.  
 
You know who’s really important to God? In this case, it wasn’t the most powerful 
man in the world. It was a couple of ladies who said, “We’re willing to trust and 
obey.” 
 
Does that rock your world?  Listen, in eternity whose going to have the greatest place 
of honor, some actress who’s adored by millions and makes millions, that we see all 
over the media, or a faithful mom who says, “I love God and I just want to teach my 
kids how awesome He is.” 
 
You don’t need me to tell you how viciously the concept of motherhood has been 
attacked in our day. What a mockery our society makes of anything good and 
wholesome. 
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I can only imagine the stress, the hurt, and the confusion, that mothers might feel as 
they try to make sense of it all. Today, unfortunately, in many ways motherhood isn't 
something to be enjoyed but it's something to be survived. 
 
If you feel like you’re in that predicament, hear these words... 
 
If you love your children, and you're trying your best to love them as God has loved 
you, then you're OK. You're doing well. And you do deserve to be honored on 
Mother’s day. 
 
One very articulate lady made a comment when people would ask her about her 
occupation. Instead of saying "stay at home mom" she says, "I am socializing two 
Homo sapiens in the dominant values of the Judeo-Christian tradition so that they 
might be instruments for the transformation of the social order into the teleologically 
prescribed utopia inherent in the saving Gospel message of Jesus Christ. What do you 
do?" 
 
Even Napoleon when was asked what was the greatest need of France, responded 
emphatically, "Mothers." 
 
Our Savior had a godly mother. Mary was a human being with all the weaknesses 
and issues we all have. But she feared God and obeyed God and God used her to be 
the mother of our Lord. She took God seriously and God used her to bring us the 
Savior. 
 
There are some great guys in the Bible to emulate but there’s some great women also. 
Shiphrah and Puah were two of them. They stood against evil. The frail resources of 
two women had succeeded in outdoing the power of a tyrant.  
 
Then finally, as quickly as they appear on the biblical stage these two disappear. 
They’re gone and we get phase three of Pharoah’s evil plan: 
 
Read vs 22 
 
Pharaoh got all the Egyptians on board. They were to make sure those Jewish boys 
didn’t make it.  
 
We have no idea what happened to Shiphrah and Puah. God blessed them with 
children. We’re their boys taken from them and drowned? 
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I don’t know, but I do know this, they’re on my heroes’ list. They’re on my roster of 
people that I want to pattern my life after. 
 
Mom, are they on yours? Mothering is tough. It’s always been tough. But God has 
placed every mother in a strategic spot. 
 
Here’s the question: will you do what’s right? Will you do life God’s way? There’s no 
greater reward! 
 
 
 
 


