
Judges 16                                                     
Strength & Weakness: 

Failures = Opportunities 
 

When we think of Thomas Edison, we think of brilliant inventions like the light bulb, the 
phonograph, and the motion picture camera. Those were inventions that literally changed 
the world. 
 
But Edison wasn’t always successful. In the 1890’s there was a thriving iron ore business 
in the US. Edison was convinced that he could come up with a cost effective way to 
separate out the iron using magnets. 
 
He was so convinced that he could do it that he sold all of his GE stock (Edison founded 
GE) and sunk $2 million into the project. In today’s dollars that would be well over $50 
million. It never did pan out. It turned out to be a colossal failure. 
 
But Edison was always thinking and strategizing and eventually he took the knowledge he 
had gained from his failed attempt at rock grinding and used it as an opportunity to start 
the Edison Portland Cement Company. 
 
He made a very high grade of cement, but unfortunately tried to use it to make things like 
furniture, and cabinets, and pianos. That went over like a cement balloon!  
But once again Edison refused to quit. He kept promoting his high grade cement until he 
got the contract to build Yankee Stadium in the Bronx. 
 
Edison had a gift. Not only the gift of creativity but he had the gift of seeing past his 
failures and grabbing on to opportunities. 
 
To me, Thomas Edison’s approach to failure is an illustration of a far greater creator. 
That’s the Creator of the universe.  
 
Not that God ever personally fails, but His people sure do. Every one of us fails to fulfill 
God’s purposes at times. Many times those failures are minor but some times our failures 
seem like absolute catastrophes. 
 
What’s our hope in the times of failure? What do we do when we feel like a complete and 
total looser in life? What does God want to do in our lives when we’ve blown it big time? 
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This is the final week for our study of Samson. He gets such a prominent place in the 
Bible that we’ve dedicated 4 messages to studying his life. 
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As you read through the biblical account there’s 2 things that seem to stand in stark 
contrast.  
The first is how blessed by God Samson is and the second is how self-centered Samson is. 
 
Let’s do just a quick review in case any one missed any of the first 3 messages. It’s really 
important to get the full picture of how Samson got to where he is in this chapter. 
 
Samson was a guy who definitely had everything going for him. His birth was miraculous. 
His mother was barren and had about given up on any hope of having children when the 
Angel of the Lord appeared to her and promised that she’d have a son. 
 
That was amazing in itself but there was more. God had chosen her son to be a leader in 
Israel. The Jews were under the oppression of the Philistines for 40 years. They had begun 
to cry out to God for deliverance and Samson was the answer to their prayer. 
 
So he has a miracle birth, (no IVF in those days), a clear job description from none other 
than God Himself, and God’s Spirit would come upon him to empower him to get rid of 
the Philistines once for all. 
 
But as we saw in the first three weeks of our study, Samson was a strong man with an 
incredibly weak will. 
 
Samson didn’t take God’s promises and commands seriously.  
 
Samson was supposed to lead God’s people against their enemies so that God could once 
again be worshipped, but Samson didn’t seem to care much for God. He wasn’t living for 
God’s glory. 
 
It was like, God wasn’t at all important to him. Repeatedly Samson did what he wanted 
when he wanted how he wanted. 
 
Samson was declared by God to be a Nazirite from birth. A Nazirite was a person who 
had certain rules laid out by God for them. Samson broke all the rules.  
 
He went after the wrong women, he touched things he wasn’t supposed to touch, he drank 
things he wasn’t supposed to drink, he allowed Delilah to cut his hair when it was 
supposed to always be long. 
 
He was led by his feelings instead of by God’s Spirit. He set the agenda instead of 
following God’s leading. His goal in life was not about God and honoring God.  
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Everything Samson did, he did for Samson. 
 
We saw last week that people seldom just ruin their lives in one big act of rebellion. It 
usually happens gradually. For Samson it was years and years of self-focus instead of 
God-focus.  
 
I. Failure Doesn’t Have To Define Our Relationship With God 
 
Here’s where Samson ended up.  Read 16:21 
 
The great and mighty Samson, who should have been leading Israel to victory over the 
Philistines, was now a prisoner of the Philistines, blind, beaten, and humiliated. 
Talk about failure. This was a complete and total disaster! Samson was chained to a 
grinding stone like an animal all because he served himself. 
 
In the end, sin always enslaves in some way. It may not always be as obvious as being 
chained to a grinding wheel but in the end sin enslaves. 
 
Now all through this study we’ve been looking at Samson’s life and asking what kinds of 
lessons can we learn from him?  Most of what we’ve seen so far is what to avoid. How to 
do things differently. How not to get into the mess in the first place. 
 
But today I want to shift gears just a bit and ask this: What do you do when you’ve 
already blown it big time? What do you do when the consequences of your foolish choices 
have come down on you? 
 
What do you do when you’ve let down everyone who was depending on you, made a fool 
of yourself, and disgraced the name of God? 
Is it all over? Is there any hope for us at that point? 
 
Here’s what I want us to see this morning. When we fail we don’t become a failure. When 
we fail, God doesn’t look at us and say, “Boy are you a looser.” 
 
He may look at us and say, “You have failed. You have lost your way. You have sinned.” 
But He never says, “You’re a failure.” 
 
Here’s why. Our relationship with people is basically determined by behavior. If I’m 
constantly obnoxious and difficult to be around you’re going to eventually say, “I’m done 
with Ed. I don’t want any kind of relationship with him. I don’t want to be friends. I’m 
going to unfriend him on FaceBook. I’m done.” 
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My behavior eventually cancelled out our relationship.  
 
But now let’s say we’re talking about my wife. If I’m difficult to be around she can’t just 
unfriend me. We have a different kind of relationship.  
 
The Bible says we’re one in Christ. Back in the very beginning of the Bible God lays out 
His view of marriage: Therefore a man shall leave his father and mother and be joined to 
his wife, and they shall become one flesh. (Genesis 2:24) 
 
In God’s design, marriage is between one man and one woman. And in that relationship 
they are joined so intimately that God calls their union becoming one flesh. 
 
Now listen to this. This is from Ephesians 5. For we are members of His body, of His 
flesh and of His bones. For this reason a man shall leave his father and mother and be 
joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh. This is a great mystery, but I speak 
concerning Christ and the church. (Ephesians 5:30-32) 
 
The union of a husband and wife in marriage is a picture of our union with God through 
Jesus Christ. 
 
We’re born into this world separated from a holy God. We need to be brought back into a 
right relationship with Him. The Bible calls it being reconciled. 
 
Here’s how that happens: Now all things are of God, who has reconciled us to Himself 
through Jesus Christ, and has given us the ministry of reconciliation, (in other words 
He’s given us the ministry of proclaiming  reconciliation to other people) that is, that 
God was in Christ reconciling the world to Himself, not imputing their trespasses to 
them, and has committed to us the word of reconciliation. 
 
Now then, we are ambassadors for Christ, as though God were pleading through us: we 
implore you on Christ’s behalf, be reconciled to God. 
 
 For He made Him who knew no sin to be sin for us, that we might become the 
righteousness of God in Him. (II Corinthians 5:18-21) 
 
When we trust Jesus Christ as Savior we receive reconciliation. We’re forgiven. We’re 
joined to the Lord. He who is joined to the Lord is one spirit with Him. (I Corinthians 
6:17)  
 
So just like a wife is joined to her husband on multiple levels (one flesh, friend, 
companion) so believers are joined to the Lord on multiple levels. 
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We’re one with Him, were friends of God, we’re servants of the living God.  
 
And just like our friendship can be strained with our husband or our wife even though 
we’re married, our fellowship with God can be strained, even though we’re joined to Him 
by faith. 
 
We’ve already seen that Samson had a saving relationship with God. Hebrews chapter 11 
lists him as a believer. But Samson’s fellowship with God, his everyday friendship 
relationship, was almost non-existent. 
 
Samson could have given up on God at this point. He could have said, “I read one of 
those “Four Spiritual Laws” tracts. God loves you and has a wonderful plan for your life.  
 
If this is God’s wonderful plan to have me totally humiliated and beaten down I don’t 
want anything to do with it.” 
 
Sometimes I hear people complaining about their life and I wonder why they can’t see 
that they brought most of their problems on themselves. Samson sure brought his on. 
 
But Samson doesn’t say that. 
 
God could have said, “That’s it, Samson. I’m, done with you.” But God doesn’t say that. 
 
Instead look at verse 22 
 
We saw this last week. When Samson told Delilah the source of his strength it was like 
his final time thumbing his nose at God. This was it. It was like his ultimate repudiation 
of the God who had worked in his life since before he was even born. 
 
The outward symbol of Samson’s inward devotion to God was his hair. He let Delilah cut 
his hair. So, what is he now? He’s publicly shamed, standing before everyone. His lack of 
hair says, “I have disobeyed God!” 
 
But God in His mercy put a verse in Scripture that captures His love and His grace. Even 
though Samson had outwardly disobeyed, God said, “That which is a sign of My strength 
will grow again!”  
 
Because God is a God of second chances our failures don’t have to define our 
relationship with God. Our failures hinder our every day relationship with God but they 
can’t change our eternal relationship with Him. 
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If anyone was a candidate for loosing their salvation it was Samson.  But even Samson 
still had God’s forgiveness. Even Samson remained a child of God.  
 
Our failures can be forgiven and don’t need to define who we are. Here’s what God 
commands us to do no matter how serious our sin. If we’re still living; if we’re still 
breathing here’s our promise to claim. 
 
I John 1:8, 9  If we say that we have no sin, we deceive ourselves, and the truth is not in 
us. If we confess our sins, He is faithful and just to forgive us our sins and to cleanse us 
from all unrighteousness. 
 
If we let our faith define us instead of our failures we’ll cry out to God. He is faithful and 
just because of the cross to cleanse us and restore our relationship with him. 
 
I. Failure Doesn’t Have To Define Our Relationship With God 
II. God Does Not Promise To Erase The Consequences Of Our Failure 
 
Samson’s hair began to grow back but his eyes never did.  
 
Read verses 23-24 
 
The Philistines were the bad guys. They were the sworn enemies of God’s people. 
 
They were gathered in the temple of Dagon to offer sacrifices and worship. The temple of 
Dagon was kind of like a coliseum with a large open area in the center and layers of 
seating around the top.  
 
Read verse 27 
 
This was a big production. 
 
Dagon was the chief Philistine god. Dagon was half man and half fish. The name 
"Dagon" is derived from dag which means "grain."  All Hebrew words are built off 3 
letter vowel stems. Interestingly the word dag comes from the verb dagah which means 
“to multiply.” 
 
Like most ancient gods from the region, Dagon represented fertility and the vivifying 
powers of nature and reproduction. 
 
Look what they say verses 23 and 24. “Dagon is the great god. It’s obvious that Dagon is  
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superior to the God of the Jews, Yahweh. If Dagon wasn’t bigger and badder and more 
awesome than Yahweh then we wouldn’t have Samson chained down in the granary with 
his eyes poked out.” 
 
“Samson is our enemy. Samson is the destroyer. He’s the one who multiplies our dead.” 
Remember, he burned their crops, ripped off the gates of their capital, and killed well 
over a thousand of their most elite foot soldiers. 
 
“Dagon is the god of all gods.” 
 
How many times have you heard people say, “It doesn’t matter what you believe as long 
as you’re sincere?” How about, “It doesn’t matter what name you use for God we all 
worship the same God?” 
 
O, believe me it matters. It matters a whole lot. The Philistines were sincere worshipers 
of Dagon but God didn’t say, “Hey guys, that’s OK. I don’t care what name you use, just 
as long as you’re sincere in your worship.” 
 
If you believe that. If you believe that God’s OK with people worshipping mythological 
fish-gods your missing the whole point of the Bible. 
 
The reason that God wants us to worship in Spirit and in truth is because worshipping 
anything other than Him is worshipping a human creation. All gods other than the God of 
the Bible are human inventions. 
 
Only the God of the Bible demands perfect obedience, judges us for failing to provide 
that obedience, and then provides forgiveness through the death of His Son. 
All other so-called gods are different. We don’t all worship the same God. All other gods 
are less than holy and are willing to accept worship that’s less than perfect. 
 
That’s why all other religions say salvation comes through what people do. If our god 
accepts something we do as payment for sin then he’s got pretty low standards. 
 
The God of the Bible says, For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not 
of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. (Ephesians 2:8, 
9) 
 
So God is a God of grace and forgiveness. But His forgiveness never promises to 
eliminate all consequences of our rebellion. 
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In this life Samson would always be blind, he’d always be enslaved, he’d always be 
shamed and mocked. God’s forgiveness didn’t change any of that. 
 
If you have sex outside of marriage and get pregnant and then you humble yourself 
before God He’ll restore you in many ways spiritually, but there’s one thing He won’t do. 
He won’t make you unpregnant. 
 
If you cheat in business, get arrested, and get sentenced to prison, God can use you in a 
jail ministry but you’ll still serve your time. 
 
More than one guy at the rescue mission has asked for prayer for his family because they 
disowned him after years of drugs and drinking. He’s in the mission. He’s come to know 
the Lord. But they’ve had it with him and many guys never see their family again. 
 
If I’m a bitter and judgmental I can be forgiven by God but there’s no promise that the 
wedge I’ve driven in between my friends and family and myself will ever be repaired. 
 
If you doubt that sin has consequences I want you to consider the most striking example 
of all, the sin of Adam and Eve. 
 
Adam and Eve willingly disobeyed a clear command of God and sin entered the world. 
God killed an animal and covered them to show that He would cover their sin. God 
clearly promised a future redeemer who was called “the Seed of the Woman.” The Seed 
of the Woman would defeat Satan. 
 
Eve believed God would send a human redeemer and when her first child was born she 
said, I have acquired a man from the LORD. (Genesis 4:1) I think she believed that Cain 
was God’s fulfillment of His promise to send a redeemer. 
 
Adam and Eve had faith. Adam and Eve were humbled before God, they must have 
genuinely wept over what they had done. 
 
But none of that changed the consequences and you and I are still impacted by those 
consequences today. 
 
Adam and Eve couldn’t undo what they did and neither can we. You can’t unsin. But you 
can be faithful from this point forward. 
 
I. Failure Doesn’t Have To Define Our Relationship With God 
II. God Does Not Promise To Erase The Consequences Of Our Failure 
III. Even In Our Failures, God Can Still Accomplish His Purposes 
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Read Verse 25 
 
Remember God’s original statement of purpose for Samson. God announced Samson’s 
purpose before he was even born. 
 
And the Angel of the LORD appeared to the woman and said to her, “Indeed now, you 
are barren and have borne no children, but you shall conceive and bear a son. Now 
therefore, please be careful not to drink wine or similar drink, and not to eat anything 
unclean. For behold, you shall conceive and bear a son. And no razor shall come upon 
his head, for the child shall be a Nazirite to God from the womb; and he shall begin to 
deliver Israel out of the hand of the Philistines.” (Judges 13:3-5) 
 
Samson was one of a handful of Israelites who were selected to lead Israel. This was 
God’s chosen nation and Samson was God’s chosen leader.  
 
Dr. Bryant G. Wood who has a Ph.D. in Syro-Palestinian archaeology, writes about an 
1972 excavation of the first Philistine temple ever to be found.  It was actually located on 
the north side of Tell Aviv and it was found during construction.  This temple is 
comprised of an antechamber and main hall. According to Wood, “this hall, with inside 
measurements of 18 1/2 feet by 23 1/2 feet, is a room whose roof was originally 
supported by two wooden pillars set on round, well-made stone bases, placed along a 
center axis.” 
 
It turns out that this temple in Gaza was much bigger but it was designed in exactly the 
same way with 2 supporting pillars.   
 
Wood writes, “The Bible writer knew his facts. He knew that Philistine temples were 
supported by two pillars and that this was how Samson pulled the temple down. The 
report is that of an eye-witness, again demonstrating that indeed the Bible is the world’s 
most accurate history textbook.” 
 
Here’s what happens… Read verses 26-30 
 
Samson’s life calling was to drive out the Philistine invaders.  
In the end he definitely changed the balance of power in Israel.  
 
You know when the last time the Philistines are mentioned in the book of Judges? In the 
verses we just read. In the midst of his failures Samson finally calls God “Lord.” He 
prays, O Lord GOD. O Adoni Yaweh. 
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Where did all his rebellion and self-will get Samson?  
 
Grinding grain for his enemies, humiliated, and blinded, and ultimately dieing with the 
Philistines. 
 
See, God didn’t give up working through Samson but He had to bring him to the end of 
his rope before he finally realized his own vulnerability. It took all of that to bring 
Samson to the point where he’d finally depend on God. 
 
God doesn’t give up on us but I pray that He wouldn’t have to bring us to the end of our 
rope before we see His wisdom. I pray we wouldn’t have to loose that which is most dear 
to us before we’d repent and confess. 
 
What pillars do you need to push over this morning? Remember, Samson could have 
given up. He could have lived out his last miserable days in the realm of shudda, woulda, 
coulda. 
 
Don’t live there. Don’t say, “I’ve failed, there’s no hope, it’s too late.” As long as you’re 
breathing it’s not too late.  
There was something more that Samson pushed over that day than those physical pillars. 
He finally pushed over the pillars of pride, of self sufficiency, of self-will, and rebellion. 
 
And in the end, in spite of his many failures, God still used Samson to accomplish His 
purposes. 
 
I. Failure Doesn’t Have To Define Our Relationship With God 
II. God Does Not Promise To Erase The Consequences Of Our Failure 
III. Even In Our Failures, God Can Still Accomplish His Purposes 
 


