
Jude 1:1-16                                         
 

Church Under Attack, I 
Why it Matters What We Believe 

 
Everybody has what we call a worldview. A lot of people haven’t taken the time to 
clearly think through their worldview, but everybody’s got one.  
 
Worldview is defined as: The composite set of presuppositions, beliefs, and values a person 
possesses that shape how he or she see reality and determines how he or she will act. It refers to 
the collective set of fundamental convictions people hold and on which they base their actions. 
 
Author and researcher George Barna stirred things up recently by citing statistics 
showing just 9% of all born again adults and just 7% of Protestants possess a biblical 
worldview. 
 
Barna research group did the polling of American church members and pastors. 
 
This is Barna’s definition of a biblical worldview: 
 
Believing that absolute moral truth exists and that it is based upon the Bible Believing 
in the accuracy of biblical teaching 
The sinless nature of Jesus 
The literal existence of Satan 
The omnipotence and omniscience of God 
Salvation by grace alone 
The personal responsibility to evangelize 
 
His figures are staggering. Less than 10% of all people who claim faith in Jesus Christ 
hold to the basics of the faith. 
 
The question Barna had was why? So he took things to the next level and polled 
Christian ministers. 
 
Based on interviews with Senior Pastors nationwide, representing a random cross-
section of Protestant churches, Barna reports that only half of the country’s Protestant 
pastors have a biblical worldview.  
 
In fact in some denominations, like the United Methodist Church, less than 30% of the 
pastors held to the fundamentals of the faith. In Protestant churches that had female 
pastors the number was 15%. 
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This was Barna’s conclusion: “The most important point is that you can’t give people what 
you don’t have. The low percentage of Christians who have a biblical worldview is a direct 
reflection of the fact that half of our primary religious teachers and leaders do not have one. In 
some denominations, the vast majority of clergy do not have a biblical worldview, and it shows 
up clearly in the data related to the theological views and moral choices of people who attend 
those churches.” 
 
Sometimes I hear people say, “We don’t care about doctrine. We just believe in Jesus. 
Doctrine just divides people. We don’t need theology, we need God’s love.” 
 
Does it really matter what we believe?  
 
Turn to Book of Jude  pg 1086 
 
 Jude is the second last book in the NT. It’s right before Revelation. And it’s only 25 
verses long, so watch out it’s easy to miss. If you get to the Revelation just back up a 
little bit. 
 
Because Jude is so small and tucked away, it often gets overshadowed by the Book of 
Revelation.  
 
Some people refer to it as the most neglected book in the NT. We’re going to change 
that. For the next two weeks we want to find out what this short, but powerful book, 
has to say to us. 
 
We want to try and answer two questions in the next two weeks. First of all: Why it 
matters what we believe, and then: Why it matters how we live. 
 
“You might wonder, hey, is it really that important to know what I believe?”  
 
God says its super important. What you believe impacts how you live and what you 
believe determines your eternal destiny! 
 
The first thing we’ll see this morning is this: 
 
I. There is Absolute Truth  Read vs 1a 
 
The human author that God used to write this short letter identifies himself as the 
brother of James. That makes him the half-brother of Jesus. 
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The Bible says when Jesus was preaching in his home town he got this response from 
people. They said,  “Where did this man get this wisdom and these miraculous powers? Isn’t 
this the carpenter’s son? Isn’t his mother’s name Mary, and aren’t his brothers James, Joseph, 
Simon and Judas? Aren’t all his sisters with us? Where then did this man get all these 
things?” (Matthew 13:54-56) 
 
Because some religious groups want to make Mary a perpetual virgin they say the 
words translated “brothers” & “sisters” really mean “cousins.” Well, the NT uses 
another word for “cousin.” This one means “brothers.” 
 
Jesus had four brothers, none of whom believed He was the Messiah until His 
resurrection. John 7:5 says For even His brothers did not believe in Him. 
 
I imagine if it was your brother going around saying, “I’m the Christ.” You’d have a 
tough time believing too, right? 
 
But after His resurrection, it was a different story. James and Jude, the Greek can be 
translated “Jude” or “Judas,” (It’s the Greek equivalent of the Hebrew “Judah”) 
became  great leaders in the early church. 
 
Jude was so humbled that he says, “I’m a brother of James, but I’m a servant of 
Jesus.” 
 
The rest of the verse tells us who Jude is writing to:  Read vs 1b 
 
These are believers that Jude is addressing. They’ve been called through the Holy 
Spirit of God. They’re set apart for God. And God is keeping them. These aren’t 
people who got their view of God through tradition. They didn’t get it in a classroom. 
They didn’t get it from the media. 
 
It was God who worked in their life. They had a personal experience with the living 
God. 
 
To them be... Read vs 2 
 
Then the challenge... Read vs 3 
 
The prevailing philosophy of a growing component of our culture is called 
Postmodernism. Stanley Grenz in A Primer on Postmodernism: “[Postmodernism]  
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affirms that whatever we accept as truth, and even the way we envision truth, are 
dependent on the community in which we participate . . . There is no absolute 
truth...” 
 
In other words, if you live in a tribe on the banks of the Orinoco River in Venezuela, 
then truth for you will take one form. Truth for you might involve worshipping the 
spirits of your dead ancestors. Truth will come wrapped up in stories passed down 
from generation to generation. 
 
If you live in Crofton, MD truth will be different for you. What you accept as truth, 
and the way you understand truth, will be entirely different. The way you process life 
will be radically different. 
 
Now, the Bible certainly presents things in the context of history and culture. To 
really understand the Bible we need to understand it’s historical and cultural 
background. But, the Bible isn’t simply a product of its time.  
 
The Bible claims to be the authoritative Word of God. The Bible claims to be God’s 
timeless inerrant message. That’s why 2000 years later we’re still reading it. That’s 
why 2000 years later it’s still changing lives. 
 
And notice what Jude says, there is something called “the faith” and it was once for 
all delivered.  
 
In other words there is absolute truth. It comes from God, so it’s authoritative. And 
it’s settled. 
 
It’s truth that needs to be understood by every generation, but it’s not pliable. We 
can’t bend it to make it fit our way of thinking.  
 
What we have to do is conform our way of thinking to God’s truth. It’s not truth that 
needs to change, it’s us. 
 
But notice now the Bible goes a step further. Not only do we recognize truth but we 
have to contend for it. 
 
The NT was originally written in Koine Greek and the Greek word that Jude used is 
fascinating. The word “contend” is the verb epagonizomai. It comes from 2 words, epi  
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which is a preposition that’s being used to strengthen the word, and then agonizomai. 
You can her our English word “agonize” in agonizomai. Agonizomai was an athletic 
term that meant “Do everything you can to reach the goal, or win the event.” 
 
So he’s saying this: there’s this body of truth we call “The Faith.” It is so important 
that we need to give everything we’ve got to preserving it, to defending it, to 
promoting it. 
 
I. There is Absolute Truth 
 
But the truth is constantly under attack. Unfortunately... 
 
II. The Truth is Often Attacked From Within   Read vs 4 
 
In classic Islamic belief, the world is divided into the Dar al-Harb ("abode of war") 
and Dar al-Islam ("abode of Islam"). “Peace" can only exist when Islam has total 
domination. Anything existing outside Dar al-Islam is fair game for military conquest. 
Classic Islam maintains that Islam is universally sovereign, and completely justified 
in taking control of the whole world by force if necessary, and that anyone who 
rejects Islam is an idolater and an infidel. 
 
We would understand that anyone holding to the classical view of Islam would deny 
that Christianity, or “The Faith” was true. In fact Shari'ah law demands execution for 
any Muslim who converts to Christianity. 
 
That Islam would deny biblical truth is no surprise. What’s unsettling is, when people 
who profess Christianity deny Christianity.  
 
We have writers like Episcopal Bishop John Shelby Spong. He retired as Bishop of 
Newark in New Jersey, but he’s written a whole boatload of books such as: 
 
• Living in Sin? : A Bishop Rethinks Human Sexuality 
• Rescuing the Bible from Fundamentalism : A Bishop Rethinks the Meaning of Scripture 
• Why Christianity Must Change or Die: A Bishop Speaks to Believers In Exile  
• A New Christianity for a New World : Why Traditional Faith is Dying & How a New Faith 
is Being Born 
 
He writes: “I am amazed that given the knowledge revolution of the last 600 years, 
anyone could still regard the Bible as the dictated word of God, inerrant and eternal.” 
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“Contemporary research has today uncovered new facts that are producing a rising 
conviction that homosexuality — is a healthy, natural and affirming form of human 
sexuality.” 
 
“Miracles don’t happen. God is not a ‘manipulative being’ intervening in history.’ 
 
“Science is superior to the Bible because it is objective and neutral, and is therefore 
the more qualified to make pronouncements on morality.” 
 
See nothing’s really changed since the day Jude wrote. Jude penned these words only 
35 years after Jesus had risen from the dead. In that short a time, godless men had 
secretly slipped in to the congregations pretending to be part of the church. 
 
There are two characteristics that Jude points out about these guys: 1) they pervert 
God’s grace and 20 reject God’s Son. NIV translates this: They are godless men, who 
change the grace of our God into a license for immorality and deny Jesus Christ our only 
Sovereign and Lord. 
 
Listen to these news reports:  
 
Uniting Church of Australia (UCA) formally approved the ordination of homosexual men and 
women. 
 
300 Presbyterian Church (USA) members from Northeastern churches gathered in Dobbs 
Ferry, N.Y. There they nailed to a church door dissents and demands that included calls for 
the reversal of PCUSA laws against ordaining noncelebate homosexuals and marrying same-
sex couples. During an ensuing two-hour worship service, church members hoisted the door 
atop sawhorses and converted it into a communion table where gay ministers and elders 
blessed bread and wine, then served it to worshippers. 
 
The General Convention of the Episcopal church passes D039 on human sexuality that affirms 
a legitimate place in the church for non-marital sexual relationships. 
 
The Rt Rev William E Smalley, Bishop of the Episcopal Diocese of Kansas, announces his 
decision to bless ‘non-marital unions.’ 
 
When there is a rejection of the authority of the Bible it inevitably leads to a rejection 
of morality. If there’s no objective, authoritative standard, then morality becomes the 
casualty of subjective human opinion. 
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God’s grace is a precious thing. It’s the way of forgiveness. God’s grace is God’s 
favor. But God’s grace doesn’t come cheap. For God to show us forgiving grace he 
first had to be faithful to His justice. 
 
His justice demanded that sin be punished. That means that God cannot say, “Hey 
you sinned? No problem. I’m a loving kinda guy. It’s all forgotten.” 
 
He had to punish sin. Grace means that He punished His Son at the cross for us. 
That’s why he can forgive us. When we turn grace into an excuse for licentiousness 
we’ve mocked the blood of Christ. 
 
Not only that, but when there is a rejection of the authority of the Bible there’s also a 
rejection of the Biblical person of Christ. 
 
In 1985 30 so-called scholars started working on the Jesus Seminar. Their stated goal: 
to renew the quest of the historical Jesus...  Since then 200 scholars with advanced 
degrees in biblical studies, religion or related fields have met to vote on which 
sayings of Jesus in the Bible are ones He really said. 
 
Talk about the height of arrogance.  
 
This is from one of the Jesus Seminar Scholars, Lloyd Geering: How Did Jesus Become 
God and Why He’s writing about the Biblical account of Jesus’ ascension back to 
heaven after His resurrection. 

 
While it had made very good sense when taken at face value in the worldview shared by the 
ancients and the medievalists, it makes no sense at all in the worldview we all share today. To 
assert that the risen body of Jesus ascended into some special heaven above the earth is to turn 
the story into a ridiculous piece of space science fiction. 
 
It is absolutely essential that we understand what the Bible says, and then we contend 
earnestly for the faith which was once for all delivered to the saints. 
 
That doesn’t mean we need to be contentious. It doesn’t mean that we have to go 
around arguing about religion with everybody. But it does mean this:  that we need to 
take the Bible seriously, We need to be constantly learning more about what the Bible 
says. It means that we need to take obedience to the Bible seriously, and that we need 
to share that truth with others. 
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I. There is Absolute Truth  
II. The Truth is Often Attacked From Within 
III. Attacks On The Truth Are Nothing New  
 
Read vs 5 
 
Jude mentions Egypt because so many Israelites turned out to be unbelievers. They 
were part of the whole group that Moses led out of Egypt but God ended up judging 
them. 
 
Read vs 6 
 
There were even truth deniers among the angels. Isaiah 14 and Ezekiel 28 give us the 
explanation.  
 
Lucifer, the one in the most significant place of leadership in the angelic hierarchy got 
tired of being number 2 behind God. 
 
He led an angelic rebellion in which a third of the angels followed. Obviously the 
rebellion failed, but out of that came God’s judgment. Those fallen angels are what we 
call demons today, and Lucifer, the anointed cherub, is now the Devil. 
 
God has reserved those rebellious angels for judgment. Today it’s impossible for any 
more angels to sin. That was a one-time, God-sanctioned, opportunity they were 
given to choose. So it’s impossible for any more angels to sin, and there’s no 
redemption for demons. Jesus Christ didn’t die for them. 
 
The list goes on... Read vs 7 
 
One of the weaknesses of American Christianity is our lack of understanding of God’s 
judgment. When you read the Bible there’s no question that God judges sin. 
 
When you combine Jude’s description with 2 Peter 2 you discover that the citizens of 
these two towns, that are now buried under the southern end of the Dead Sea, were 
totally corrupt. You can read their story in Genesis 18 & 19. 
 
These guys were so bad we name the sin of sodomy after them. Jude says they gave 
themselves over to sexual immorality and going after strange flesh. 
 
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

9 

What happened was, God eventually rained down fire and destroyed these two cities. 
The account in Genesis stands as a stark reminder of the eternal fire of hell. 
 
Hell’s not a real popular subject with most of us. We don’t like to think about it. But 
the Bible presents hell as the final destination of those who refuse Jesus Christ. 
 
Warren Wiersbe writes: “The sin of Israel was rebellious unbelief. The sin of the angels was 
rebellion against the throne of God. The sin of Sodom & Gomorrah was indulging in 
unnatural lust. Unbelief, rebellion against authority, and sensual indulgence were sins 
characteristic of false teachers. The conclusion is obvious; the apostates will be judged. But 
meanwhile God’s soldiers must stay on duty and see to it that these false teachers do not creep 
into the ranks and start to lead people astray.” 
 
I have to tell you, this is a tough passage to preach on. Jude uses some harsh words 
here. 
 
But you know what? If we don’t get the seriousness of what’s being said, then there’s 
no way we’re going to earnestly contend for anything. We’ll say, “What’s the big 
deal? Don’t worry about people who teach false stuff. Live and let live. It isn’t going 
to effect me.” 
 
It’s like the whole issue of homosexual marriage. I hear this over and over again in 
the media. Someone is speaking out against gay marriage and they’re asked, “What’s 
your problem? Why are you so concerned about this? How is giving homosexuals the 
right to marry going to hurt you, or hurt society?” 
 
This issue isn’t about fairness, or homophobia, or discrimination. The issue is about 
the definition of marriage. 
 
Stanley Kurtz, a research fellow at the Hoover Institution, recently wrote an article 
published in The Weekly Standard entitled, “The End of Marriage in Scandinavia.” 
 
Sweden was the first country in Europe to legalize homosexual unions in 1989, and Denmark 
and Norway followed soon thereafter. Today, a majority of children in those countries are born 
out of wedlock. Younger couples are dispensing with marriage altogether. In Sweden, the few 
young couples who do get married often do not like to admit it, since what they have done is so 
far out of the norm that they feel embarrassed. 
 
Today's gay activists in Scandinavia, having gotten everything they wanted, now admit that 
their case for homosexual marriage -particularly that allowing gays to marry will encourage a  
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monogamous lifestyle-was only a tactical argument. The goal, says Mr. Kurtz, citing two 
prominent gay thinkers, "was not marriage, but social approval for homosexuality." They 
achieved that goal, but now there is little social approval for marriage.  
 
This isn’t about holding to tradition. It’s about holding to God’s definition of 
marriage. It’s about the sanctity of marriage. Once you redefine marriage you take 
away it’s uniqueness and in the end society is just further eroded. 
 
Well it’s the same with all of God’s truth. If we don’t treasure it in the church, society, 
and the family will ultimately suffer. Jude’s letting us know how absolutely 
important this is to God.  
 
So now he gets back to false teachers themselves. 
 
Verse 8   
 
The word translated “dignitaries” is actually the plural of the word “glory.” It’s the 
very same word used in vs 24 to say: the presence of His “glory.” Some translations 
imply its angels. I think he’s talking about the glories of Christ. 
 
We are so warped as a society that the most meaningful, distinctive, valuable, worthy 
name in the universe; the name of Jesus, is a common curse word. And the less we 
understand about the holiness of God and the love of Jesus Christ the more that name 
will be blasphemed. 
 
“Yet” Read vs 9-10 
 
Arrogant speech is a dangerous thing. Despising the authority God has established 
puts you in a perilous position. 
 
Apparently when Moses died there was a clash between Michael the Archangel and 
Satan about his body. We don’t know the details of that event, but the point is that 
even though Michael is the chief angel now he didn’t rebuke Satan, he left that to 
God. 
 
Put that one in perspective. People trivialize and mock the name of our great God and 
Savior Jesus Christ and Michael, an authoritative angel, wouldn’t slander Satan, the 
chief of the fallen angels. 
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Read 11-13 
 
These guys he’s talking about aren’t just some unfaithful believers who won’t receive 
rewards at the judgment seat of Christ. They’re impostors. They’ve had the 
opportunity to hear God’s truth and accept it. Instead they rejected God’s truth. 
 
Cain is a child of Adam and Eve. Talk about an opportunity to know God. But Cain 
killed his brother Abel because he was jealous that God accepted his brother’s 
worship and rejected his. 
 
Balaam was supposed to be a spokesman for God but instead he tried to cash in on 
God. 
 
Korah was a Levite. God chose the Levites to be a special part of His worship team. 
But Korah led a revolt against Moses and Aaron when God had put them in charge. 
 
Attacks On The Truth Are Nothing New. They’ve been going on from the beginning. 
And if we don’t watch it we can be swayed too. 
 
I. There is Absolute Truth  
II. The Truth is Often Attacked From Within  
III. Attacks On The Truth Are Nothing New  
IV. God Judges Those Who Attack His Truth  
 
Read 14-16 
 
Here’s why it matters what we believe. God judges in righteousness.  
 
Did you know there used to be blasphemy laws in this country? 
 
The earliest case in the United States involving blasphemy was THE PEOPLE against 
RUGGLES, the New York Supreme Court, in 1811. Mr. Ruggles was found guilty of 
blasphemy for "wantonly, wickedly, and maliciously uttering the following words; 
Jesus Christ was a bastard, and his mother must be a whore."  
 
Chancellor Kent read the opinion of the court: 
 
The authorities show that blasphemy against God, and insolent reproaches and profane 
ridicule of Christ or the holy scriptures, are offences punishable at common law, whether  
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uttered by words or writings.. . .in both instances, the reviling is still an offence, because it 
tends to corrupt the morals of the people, and to destroy good order.  Such offences have 
always been considered independent of any religious establishment or the right of the church.  
They are treated as affecting the essential interests of civil society. 
 
The people of this state, in common with the people of this country, profess the general 
doctrines of Christianity, as the rule of their faith and practice; and to scandalize the author of 
these doctrines is not only, in a religious point of view, extremely impious, but even in respect 
to the obligations due to society, is a gross violation of decency and good order. Nothing could 
be more offensive to the virtuous part of the community, or more injurious to the tender 
morals of the young, than to declare such profanity lawful.  
 
Wow! Did you catch that? At one time the NY Supreme Court actually realized that 
blaspheming God wasn’t just a religious issue. They recognized it would weaken 
society and morals. 
 
Well here’s one more problem with blasphemy. It ultimately brings the judgment of 
Almighty God. 
 
Gregory Koukle writes: 
 
Brace yourself. With Easter just around the corner, we're about to see a flood of articles in the 
news weeklies and local papers about a very specific kind of missionary group. 
 
These preachers practice evangelism in reverse, for they don't want you to commit your life to 
the Christ of the Gospels; they want you to surrender that commitment. And they claim to 
have history, science and scholarship on their side. They're called the Jesus Seminar. 
 
These are people with a mission. Robert Funk, the Seminar's founder, says, "It is time for us 
[scholars] to quit the library and study and speak up....The Jesus Seminar is a clarion call to 
enlightenment. It is for those who prefer facts to fancies, history to histrionics, science to 
superstition." 
 
The So-called scholars in the Jesus Seminar can blaspheme all they want. In fact they 
they have rejected as myth the resurrection of Jesus from the dead, the virgin birth, all 
Gospel miracles, and over 80% of the NT sayings of Jesus.  
 
They can mock the God of the Bible in the name of truth, but God’s going to have the 
final word. I don’t know about you, but if I’m going to choose between the Bible and 
the Jesus Seminar guys, the Bible has my vote every time. 
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And the Bible says this: For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that 
whoever believes in Him should not perish but have everlasting life. For God did not send His 
Son into the world to condemn the world, but that the world through Him might be saved. He 
who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who does not believe is condemned already, 
because he has not believed in the name of the only begotten Son of God. (John 3:16-18) 
 
Judgment is real. But forgiveness is real too. It’s being offered to you today. Will you 
receive Christ? 


