
Luke 1:1-25   
 

Preparing for Christmas 
 
Imagine all the preparation being made for the perfect Christmas morning. The hustle 
and bustle of Christmas is something each of us experience. Crowded streets, packed 
malls and long lines at the check out counters. Maybe we have been preparing for 
months to make Christmas a special occasion. Sometimes, no matter how much 
preparation we make, it's inadequate and no matter how much preparation you 
make, it's often hard to find the perfect gift for someone who has everything. You 
may have heard what the wife said to the husband on Christmas morning: "You 
angel! This is just what I need to exchange for just what I wanted." 
 
All the preparation made on earth for Christmas morning isn't anything compared to 
the preparation God made for the birth of his Son. Through his preparation, he gave 
the perfect gift.  
 
This morning we’re beginning a series on the Gospel of Luke. I believe it’s going to be 
an exciting series of messages as we survey Luke’s gospel. It’s also an exciting time to 
start a study of the Gospel of Luke. Here we are entering the Christmas season and 
Luke begins by giving us the reason for the season. 
 
 
As we go to Luke's gospel, we begin to see the culmination of the plan for God to 
become flesh. It was no last minute preparation for a perfect Christmas. The birth of 
God's Son was planned before the world began. The plan had been carefully and 
painstakingly advancing throughout history. 
 
Earth's first hopeful glimmer of the eternal Christ child is seen in the opening of the 
book of Genesis in the words God spoke to Satan. "And I will put enmity between you 
and the woman, and between your seed and her Seed; He shall bruise your head, and you shall 
bruise His heel." (Genesis 3:15)  
 
That first glimmer of hope given at after Adam’s sin becomes even brighter as we 
trace the hope of Satan's defeat through Adam, Shem, Noah, Abraham and David. 
The last chapter of the Old Testament closes with the following statement, which is a 
prelude to the birth of Christ. Malachi 4:5-6 " Behold, I will send you Elijah the prophet 
before the coming of the great and dreadful day of the LORD. And he will turn the hearts of 
the fathers to the children, and the hearts of the children to their fathers..." 
 
I. At Times God Seems Silent 
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Malachi spoke those words in skeptical times. It was a time when almost everyone 
had given up hope of ever realizing the coming of the Messiah. 2000 years had past 
since God first promised the seed of the woman. 
 
It was a time of evil when people were speaking against God. Malachi writes, "Your 
words have been harsh against Me," says the LORD, "Yet you say, 'What have we spoken 
against You?'  
You have said, 'it's vain to serve God; what profit is it that we have kept His ordinance, and 
that we have walked as mourners before the LORD of hosts? So now we call the proud blessed, 
for those who do wickedness are raised up; yes, those who tempt God go free.' " (Malachi 
3:13-15)  
 
Apparently, the majority of Jewish people had stopped listening to God's prophets. 
Those listening to God were speaking evil of God because they thought life was 
unfair. When they did worship God, they were mournful in his presence because they 
believed that the arrogant evildoers and those who challenged God prospered. It was 
at that point that the prophetic voices of the Old Testament became silent. Four 
hundred years of silence followed. 
 
Feelings of isolation and confusion grew among the Jews during the 400 years of 
silence between the closing of the Old Testament and the opening of the New 
Testament. During those 400 years there had been those who claimed to be the 
Messiah, Jewish wars had been fought, doubt and despair were rampant, religion had 
been corrupted and those who were faithful were literally a handful. The silence of 
God had taken its toll. But, God's plan for Christ's birth was still in operation. 
 
Turn to Luke 1  pg 989 
 
Luke opens his book breaking 400 years of silence. Luke begins his gospel precisely 
where Malachi left off. The final words of the Old Testament speak of the coming of 
one who would prepare the way for the Lord.  
 
Luke begins with a word of introduction:  Read vs 1-4 
Luke wasn’t one of the original 12 disciples. Instead he’s a medical doctor and 
historian who writes this gospel and continues in the book of Acts. 
 
Here’s his approach: He drew on previously written narratives of the life of Christ. 
He personally interviewed people who were eyewitnesses to the life of Jesus. Beyond 
that, he interacted with people who ministered with the Lord Jesus.  
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

3 

Luke is able to bring to his gospel the precision of a scientist with the sensitivity of a 
physician. Luke wasn’t a Jew. He’s the only non-Jewish author in the NT.  He was a 
cultured Greek. He was a friend and co-worker of the Apostle Paul. His writing 
reflects his Spirit-controlled commitment to historical accuracy. 
 
Luke begins his gospel with the announcement of the angel Gabriel to Zacharias, an 
elderly priest, that he and his wife will have a son, a son who will come in the spirit of 
Elijah the prophet, and who will turn the hearts of fathers to their children, and will 
prepare the way of the Lord. He was to be the fulfillment of Malachi's prophecy.  
 
Let’s look at the account together.  Read 5-17  
 
In the years of silence from the closing of the Old Testament to the opening of the 
New Testament, God is speaking even though there’s silence. In a very real sense, 
God is never silent. He speaks in nature;  "The heavens declare the glory of God" (Psalm 
19:1). He communicates with us through our conscience; Romans 2:15 " . . . their 
conscience also bearing witness."  
But The Lord speaks even more plainly in the Bible;  He says, "O earth, earth, earth, 
hear the word of the Lord" (Jeremiah 22:29) The faithful like Zacharias and Elizabeth 
were listening. We know they were listening because they were and faithful to God. 
 
Luke shows us the link between Malachi and John the Baptist. The continuity of 
Luke's gospel with the last verses of Malachi connect the story Luke is about to reveal 
to that first glimmer of hope back in Genesis 3:15.  The culmination of God's plan is at 
hand. The birth of the Christ was planned in eternity, but now is only a few months 
away. 
 
A childless Jewish woman was considered cursed by God. How Elizabeth & 
Zecharias had prayed for a baby to carry on their lineage. God seemed silent in their 
life for years. The people considered them disgraced by God. They had given up hope 
of having a child. But then the silence of those barren years was broken by the angelic 
announcement. Zacharias prayer had been heard. The son's name will be John, which 
means, "gift of God." What a perfect gift. 
 
The angelic announcement was also an announcement to the world that God's plan of 
redemption was about to be completed. The "gift of God" was not only for Zacharias 
and Elizabeth; it was an announcement to the whole world that the birth of Christ 
was about to take place. God's prepared plan was very much alive and well. 
 
It isn’t hard to follow when you can see and understand what God is doing.  The 
difficulty comes when it's impossible to see the hand of God. It’s in times of silence, 
when we can’t see or hear that we have to trust the work of God. 
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Silence tests our faith. In a lot of ways the hardest part of Job's troubles, back in the 
OT Book of Job, was that for a long time God wouldn't answer him. Zacharias and 
Elizabeth had gone through the silent barrenness with their faith in tact. According to 
God's pronouncement they were faithful and obedient. I think, God wants us to know 
how much confidence they had in him in spite of His silence. They kept praying and 
knocking even when all hope had passed. When the possibilities of a natural birth 
were long gone they continue their faithfulness to God. They no longer believed they 
could have a child, but they remained faithful through the silence. 
 
II. God May Seem Silent But He is Always Active 
 
There are times when God wants to see how much confidence we have in Him--if we 
will persist in knocking on the door until it opens. The silence of waiting isn't easy, 
but remember that God is working in the silence. 
 
It's always helpful for us to understand history from a divine perspective. Luke 
emphasizes what God is doing in history. The individuals that secular history 
consider great, like as Herod, were only historical reference points to Luke. Luke 
teaches history lessons so that we may be able to see the sovereignty of God bringing 
history to its ultimate conclusion. From Luke's perspective of the life of Christ, we see 
all of history as part of God's divine preparation for the first Christmas. 
 
It's what God has done and is doing in history that is important. Luke reminds us of 
the sovereign hand of God in earthly matters. God isn't just intervening periodically 
to redirect our steps. His direction is constant and deliberate, especially in the silent 
times. During the 400 years of silence before this angelic announcement, God is active 
in developing his plan to enter the world in a personal living way. 
 
The Apostle Paul wrote,  ...when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, 
born of a woman, born under the law, to redeem those who were under the law, that we might 
receive the adoption as sons.  (Galatians 4:4-5)  
 
In other words, when God's plan was fully developed, when the world stage was set, 
he sent forth his Son into the world. During the 400 years of silence between the 
closing of the Old Testament and the opening of the New Testament, God was 
silently, but actively preparing the world stage for the coming of the Messiah. In Old 
Testament history, from Genesis to Malachi, God was preparing the Jews for the 
coming of the Messiah. In the 400 years of prophetic silence before Christ, God was 
setting the stage of the Gentile world for coming of Christ. God was preparing the 
world for the greatest gift of all time . . . the gift of his Son . . . it would be the perfect 
gift. 
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In the late 7th century B. C., the OT prophet Daniel gave kind of a thumbnail sketch of 
God's plan for human history as he interpreted the king of Babylon's dream. He told 
Nebuchadnezzar about the kingdoms that would follow the kingdom of Babylon. 
Daniel was seeing history from a divine perspective as God moves men and nations 
to accomplish the fulfillment of his redemptive plan.  
 
It was over the next 600 years that God was moving men and nations in preparation 
for that first Christmas. 
 
Much of that preparation for Christ birth took place during the 400 years of prophetic 
silence between the closing of the Old Testament and the New Testament. During the 
years of 356-323 BC. Alexander the Great came on the world scene. As Alexander 
moved his conquering troops throughout the world, he set up cities and libraries for 
the express purpose of Hellenization, which was spreading the Greek culture and 
language. By the time Rome came to power, the Greek language had become a 
universal language. It was this influence that brought about the translation of the 
Hebrew Scriptures into the Greek language. That Greek translation is the Septuagint. 
This Greek translation of Jewish Scriptures clued in the non-Jews with the principles 
of the Jewish faith, which played an important role in fulfilling God's plan of 
redemption. 
 
The apostles of the New Testament were able to travel through the Greek-speaking 
world preaching from the Greek Septuagint. As the New Testament was revealed it 
was spread throughout the world in the universal language of Greek. God moved 
men and nations through 400 silent years preparing for Christ birth and the reception 
of his teaching.  
 
Alexander the Great believed his mission was divine, although he never knew 
Jehovah God. He wanted to become a son of the Sun god of Egypt. But he never really 
knew how divine his mission really was. God used him in preparation for the birth of 
his Son. 
 
When Rome came to power, roads were built to all parts of the world. There was a 
saying that "All roads led to Rome." Rome enforced peace all over the empire. This 
made it possible to freely spread the Good News of Jesus Christ throughout the 
world.  
 
Amazingly, during those troubled years, although the Jewish nation had felt forsaken 
by God, God was very much at work. God had spent 400 silent years making intense 
preparation for that first Christmas. He was preparing for the coming of his Son as he 
used the rise and fall of the nations to make the 
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preparation complete. 
 
III. God is at Work in the Personal Lives of His People 
 
As Luke opens his gospel he relates God's preparation for that first Christmas to 
God's personal activity in Zacharias and Elizabeth's lives. We are able to see that God 
was not only moving among the nations, he was active in the personal lives of the 
faithful. Luke shows us the personal nature of God's work as it's seen in the lives of 
Zacharias and Elizabeth.  
 
I want you to notice something significant in this first chapter. Look back again at 
verse 6. Read vs 6 
 
Now go down to vs 24   Read 24-25 
 
The two words that ought to catch our attention are "blameless" and "reproach". The 
dictionary defines reproach as disgrace.  
 
Why should someone who is walking "blamelessly" before the Lord feel "disgraced" 
when they have done all they can do? The trouble with our personal faith is that we 
can see God moving men and nations in preparation for the birth of his Son, but we 
struggle to grasp the work of God in our personal lives, don’t we? 
 
When missionary Dan Crawford was trekking through Africa, a villager asked him, 
"Are you angry?" Astonished, Crawford responded, "No, why do you ask?" "Because 
you're so silent," said the villager. "In our tribe, if a man is angry, he doesn't speak.  
 
Isn’t that why we think God is displeased with us. Or we think God dosen’t care. He’s 
so silent." 
 
We know from experience, silence isn't always golden. When we’re given the "silent 
treatment" by someone we end up feeling isolated and confused. When God doesn't 
answer our prayers, we question God.  
 
Notice, even a blameless obedient person's response when his prayer is heard after 
such a long time: Read vs 18 
 
Zacharias doubted. Read vs 19-20 
 
God's preparation takes place in the lives of real people and it's always complete. It  
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gives all of us hope as we identify with the struggles of real people. We have felt the 
same way, but God continues his work in spite of our inability to believe. 
 
The preparation God made for Christ's birth is testimony to how God has prepared 
and is presently preparing for our future. It's easy to go back and understand the 
prophecies about the Savior. It's easy to see God preparing the Jewish nation for the 
coming Messiah. It's easy to go back and understand Daniel's thumbnail sketch of 
history. It's easy to see the end result of a lifetime of silence in Zacharias’ and 
Elizabeth's life.  
 
That’s the easy part because we’re looking back. But the real difficult part is to see the 
preparation God is making in my private life. Listen to Paul's words in 1 Corinthians 
10:13: "No temptation has overtaken you except such as is common to man; but God is 
faithful, who will not allow you to be tempted beyond what you are able, but with the 
temptation will also make the way of escape, that you may be able to bear it."  
 
The Biblical promises are clear. But somehow it's hard to believe on a personal level. 
 
Whether it's 400 years of silence, or a lifetime of silence, or only a momentary silence, 
it's hard to believe in mountain moving prayers when you are experiencing the 
silence of God. 
 
When John is born, Zacharias speaks for the first time. Listen to the praise from the 
lips of a dumbfounded believer. It's as if, now for the first time in his life, he sees the 
preparation God has been making for the birth of John.  
 
We’re a generation that is surrounded by sounds. It’s almost as if people can’t stand it 
when it’s quiet.  How we need to listen in the silence today, then we will praise God 
for his work in our lives.  
 
Listen to the adoration of Zacharias' life when his silence was ended. Listen to how 
his song of praise begins:  
 
Look down at vs 67. (We’re going to look at the whole thing in 3 weeks but I just 
want you to see how he starts off.)  Read  vs 67-68 
 
A tourist was staying overnight in a little Vermont town. He joined a small group of 
men sitting on the porch of the general store and attempted to strike up a 
conversation. Getting no response, he asked, "Is there a law against talking in this 
town?" "Nope," replied one seasoned old Vermonter. "Ain't no law against it. We just 
like to make sure it's an improvement over silence."  
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When God broke the silence as he was preparing for the coming of his Son, it was 
because the eternal one was about to descend to the earth. It was impossible to even 
imagine the beauty of what God was preparing. But it was worth speaking about.  
 
The beauty of what God prepared is seen in the birth of His Son for our salvation. His 
love is only understood when we seek to understand the preparation eternity has 
made for our lives. 
 
Jesus Christ came into the world to defeat sin and death. God’s promise in the garden 
that “the seed of the woman would come to crush the serpent’s head” was fulfilled in Him. 
The book of Luke contains the story of His life. It’s an amazing story, an exciting 
story. it takes us from the manger where Jesus was born, to the cross where He died, 
to the empty tomb on resurrection morning. 
God might have seemed silent to His people but He was actively at work fulfilling 
His promises. The question this morning is, have you come to trust the God of the 
Bible through His Son Jesus Christ?  Have you received the gift that God worked 
through the centuries to prepare for you? 
 
Through Adam’s rebellion sin and death come into the world. The serpent appeared 
to have totally disrupted God’s world and the people He had created.  We’ve all 
inherited a rebellious spirit from Adam. That’s why we sin. That’s why we die.  And 
without Christ that’s why we’re condemned to hell.  
 
Jesus Christ is God’s solution. He died in our place to bear our sins.  he rose again and 
invites us to receive Him by faith.  the wages of sin is death, but the gift of God is eternal 
life through Jesus Christ our Lord. 
 
John, in his gospel, explained God’s purposes this way: "For God so loved the world that 
He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have 
everlasting life. For God did not send His Son into the world to condemn the world, but that 
the world through Him might be saved. He who believes in Him is not condemned; but he who 
does not believe is condemned already, because he has not believed in the name of the only 
begotten Son of God.” 
 
 


