
Luke 1:26-45                                                
Mission Impossible 

 
I have a Trivial Pursuit question for you this morning. "What woman's picture 
appeared on the cover of Life magazine more than any other?" 
 
Now to answer that question it helps to be old enough to remember Life magazine. If 
you are, who do you think it was? Marilyn Monroe, Jacqueline Kennedy Onassis, 
perhaps Elizabeth Taylor? 
 
The answer? The woman whose picture has appeared on the cover of Life magazine 
more than any other is Mary, the Mother of Jesus. 
 
Now obviously, Mary’s pictures weren’t photographs. They were paintings. Just 
looking at those paintings we might get a very distorted picture of Mary, the mother 
of Jesus. 
 
She was not a White, Anglo-Saxon, Protestant, or Roman Catholic for that matter! 
Mary did not have white skin and blue or green eyes. Rather, she had olive-brownish 
skin and, most likely, brown eyes. Mary didn’t wear Mary-Kay cosmetics and she 
didn’t have a halo around her head. 
 
According to the customs of her day and age, we have very good reason to believe 
that Mary was a girl in her mid to late teens; since it was quite common at the time for 
teenage girls to be betrothed and married. 
 
Down through the centuries, Mary has been a popular figure in Christian art. This has 
proven to be, at best, a very mixed blessing. On the downside, a real and accurate 
picture of Mary has been totally distorted, romanticized, mythologized, and 
idealized. In these portraits of Mary, she is neither a young girl, nor Jewish, nor living 
in Palestine, wearing the common clothing of her day. 
 
If it's true that a picture represents one-thousand words, then what are some of these 
paintings communicating about Mary? Are such paintings that depict Mary as non-
Jewish really an expression of antisemitism? Are the paintings that give Mary a halo 
and royal attire trying to tell us that she was superhuman or divine? 
 
On the positive side, a relatively few of the artists have attempted to provide us with 
an accurate biblical representation of Mary. Some of the paintings of Mary are very 
powerful, and loaded with theological insight.  
 
They point out to us that Mary was quite human, like the rest of us; that she was 
God's humble servant,that in her humanity, and in her servanthood, she struggled 
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with her fears and doubts which eventually led her into a deeper faith in God and 
God's purpose for her life. 
 
I like to think of Mary as an ordinary woman called to carry out an assignment: 
Mission Impossible! Mary was chosen by God to give birth to Jesus. 
 
Tom Cruise has starred in 2 remakes of the old TV series Mission Impossible. The 
movies, like each episode of the tv series, open with the hero listening to the team's assignment:  
always some very dangerous, top-secret international espionage of some sort. And 
this message, always recorded on audio tape, says "Your mission, should you decide 
to accept it..."  
 
Well in the movies you know Tom Cruise is going to accept it or there wouldn’t be 
any movie. You also know that he accepts the assignment because he’s almost 
supernatural in his capabilities to get the job done. 
 
What a difference with Mary. Turn with me to Luke 1 vs 26 pg 990 
 
What we want to see this morning is a true picture of Mary; a Biblical portrait of a 
faithful servant of God. 
 
Read vs 26-28 
 
Last week we noted that Luke carefully researched each aspect of his gospel. He was 
a physician and a historian. So we would expect Luke to be very particular about 
dates. The “sixth month” here is the sixth month after the announcement was made 
about the impending birth of John the Baptist. 
 
The angel Gabriel, who had announced John’s birth had another birth announcement 
to deliver. This time to the little Galilean hick town of Nazareth.  
 
If you were a Jew from Judah you considered Galileans as uncultured and inferior. 
Apparently the village of Nazareth held a particular place of scorn in their thinking. 
 
In John 1  Philip finds Nathanael and says to him, "We have found Him of whom 
Moses in the law, and also the prophets, wrote--Jesus of Nazareth, the son of 
Joseph."And Nathanael says to him, "Can anything good come out of Nazareth?" 
 
God is purposely not choosing the cosmopolitan, well known super hero for this 
mission impossible! 
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But He is choosing a young virgin named Mary, betrothed to a man who is in the 
royal line of king David. Matthew calls them husband and wife but that is only 
because of the binding character of Jewish betrothal. A betrothal could only be broken 
by a bill of divorce. This was a period when the fidelity of the partners could be 
proven. 
 
When God chose a woman for mission impossible he chose a woman who was 
morally pure. The virgin birth has been mocked, ridiculed, and simply rejected as 
impossible. But, God is the God of the impossible.  
 
Luke, the doctor carefully chooses a word in Greek that means means a lot more that 
young woman. It means a young woman who is a virgin. 
 
God looks with great concern on purity. Our society mocks purity, but God elevates it 
to the highest realm. When it came to a mother for our Lord, God choose a chaste, 
pure young woman. By that He dignified and sanctified chastity and purity. 
 
This was mission impossible: a virgin would bear a child and that child would be the 
son of God.  
This was mission impossible but God wasn’t asking Mary to do the impossible. He 
would take care of the miraculous part. Her part was a faithful commitment to the 
things of God. 
 
Mary wasn’t a super hero, but she sure was a godly young woman. her characteristics 
can be our characteristics too. 
 
Look at three of the characteristics of the mother of our Lord this morning.  
 
I. The first characteristic of godly Mary was the receptiveness of her heart. Read 29-33 
 
Several commentaries I looked in on Luke chapter 1 seem to go out of their way to 
stress that Mary was on the receiving end of God’s grace, not that she was a woman 
who was best suited for the job. 
 
They point out that she was blessed and highly favored because God sovereignly 
chose her, and that’s true. 
 
But I have to believe that some of their comments trying to downplay Mary come as 
kind of a nervous reaction to the RCC’s veneration of Mary. It’s almost as if RC’s have 
elevated her beyond her true position and Protestants have done the opposite. 
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Well, we aren’t told to worship Mary and we’re certainly not told to pray to Mary. In 
fact we’re specifically told not to worship or pray to anyone but God Himself through 
Jesus Christ. But I believe we clearly should respect and emulate Mary. 
After all she was a devout worshipper of God and He chose her for His special 
purpose. 
 
One area we can emulate is her receptiveness. Reading though here quickly we could 
easily take Mary's response to the appearance of Gabriel for granted. Think about all 
the ways Mary could have responded. She could have run away, she could have 
started sobbing, she could have said, “Not me,” she could have run around trying to 
get all her friends together to witness this event 
 
But, Mary doesn't do any of these things. Instead, she listens. 
 
One day I called someone and their toddler picked up the phone. I said “hello” a few 
times and finally the child dropped the phone and went off to play.  
 
I could hear the television on at this house. I could hear faint conversations going on 
in the background, and I tried yelling into the receiver to get them to hear me. It 
sounded like they were having a great time; I just couldn't get them to hear me and 
pay attention to me.  
 
I have to wonder if that's how God sometimes feels. We're just going about our 
business, busy with what's going on in our lives, and there's someone trying to get 
through to us. I sincerely wonder, what we might hear if we'd just stop long enough 
to listen to what God has to say. 
 
Mary had a receptive heart. She might not have understood everything but she was 
listening. 
 
Mary may have been poor. She may have been obscure. She may have been the last 
person in Israel that the Jewish leaders thought would be the birthmother of the 
Messiah, but she loved God. God was with her. She worshiped God in spirit and 
truth. She was walking with God before the angel came to her or else she never 
would have listened. 
 
Martin Luther once said: "Before Mary could conceive Him in her womb, she first had 
to conceive Him in her heart."  
 
I. The first characteristic of godly Mary was the receptiveness of her heart. 
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II. The second characteristic of godly Mary was the responsiveness of her heart. Read 34-38 
 
See the fact that Mary listened to the Angel is not the only part of the story worth 
paying attention to. Obviously Mary could have done several things after the 
conversation with Gabriel. 
 
She could have walked away without a word. She could have started to scream 
inconsolably. She could have responded "no way!" She could have decided that she 
was delusional and started psychotherapy. 
 
But that is not what Mary did. Instead, Mary said, "Behold the maidservant of the 
Lord! Let it be to me according to your word." Mary not only received the message, 
she acted on it. 
 
God had a job for Mary to do, and she accepted it. 
 
The Redeemer of the world had been promised first to Adam, then more clearly to 
Abraham, then even more plainly and in detail to the prophets. 
 
Now Mary was being told that she was the one chosen to be His mother. 
 
Every godly Jewish woman for centuries had prayed that she would give birth to the 
Messiah. now Mary was hearing that it was her. 
 
This is exciting! This is a privilege! But there’s a problem. A big problem. Mary says, 
“How can this be? There’s only one way I know of to conceive a child and that’s not 
been my experience yet.” 
 
Gabriel had an answer. The Holy Spirit would take care of that. 
 
Now Mary knew God, through the books of Moses, through the Psalms, through the 
Prophets. She had a deep reverence the Lord in her heart because she knew exactly 
what He had done in the history of her people. that’s going to be clear in the song that 
she sings in response to what God is doing in her life. We’ll look at that next week. 
 
She knew of God’s grace and how often He worked through people who had no 
recognition in this world. 
 
But think about the implications of what was about to take place. It’s one thing to 
listen to God, it’s quite another to accept your mission. 
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The angel said: “Highly favored one.” What a favor. Mary was about to enter a new 
phase of her life. She was betrothed to Joseph. She was ready to start a home. Now 
she’s being told she was pregnant. 
 
Mary knew where babies came from. So did Joseph. So did everybody else in her 
small village. 
 
The town might think the child was Joseph’s but Joseph would know it wasn’t his. 
 
Here was a pure, chaste, moral, young lady who had purposely kept herself for her 
future husband. Pregnant. Think of the grief and rejection she faced. I can’t imagine a 
virgin birth story would fly too well back in Nazareth. 
 
Joseph could have gotten rid of Mary by announcing to the world her crime against 
him. Or Joseph could quietly call the whole thing off and avoid the public scandal. At 
any rate, Mary's life seemed to be ruined. 
 
She surely had grounds for complaint. Here was a young girl on the brink of an 
exciting new life, and now this. "Greetings, favored one." Favored? What kind of 
favor is this? She had every right to complain, but her complaint was strange: "My 
soul magnifies the Lord." Some complaint! 
 
She says, “I’m willing to accept this impossible mission.” 
 
She immediately accepted the will of God. No excuses why it might not work. No 
second thoughts on being chosen for this mission. 
 
She dosen’t say, “Wait a minute, I want to do your will, but I want to do it my way 
not yours...” 
 
She exchanged everything that was convenient to her to make herself available to the 
Lord. 
 
Dean Alford, an older commentator wrote: She was no unconscious vessel of Divine 
will, but, in humility and faith, a fellow worker with the purpose of the father; and 
therefore her unity with that purpose was here required and here recorded. 
 
Not only that, it wasn't just the nine months and the delivery of the baby at 
Bethlehem. She was going to be Jesus' mother - she was signing up for the "long 
haul". 
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God wasn’t just looking for a surrogate mother to bear His son. He was looking for a 
mother to nurture and teach Jesus as He grew. Jesus was the God-man but He never 
used His attributes of deity until He began ministering at age 30. Growing up He 
needed his mother’s care. 
 
It’s hard to fathom divine diapers, isn’t it? But that’s what we’re talking about. When 
Jesus was an infant He needed to be cared for just as any other infant would. 
 
When He got bigger He needed to learn to walk, talk, dress Himself and read and 
write. He needed a godly mother to love Him.  
 
Mary had a heart that was responsive to the things of God no matter how much of a 
sacrifice it would be to obey. What an example to her Son as He grew. One day He 
would speak the words, “Not my will but thine be done,” echoing the heart of His 
mother. 
 
Another of the older commentators writes, The holy virgin came to her great 
perfection and height of piety by a few, and those modest and unattractive exercises 
and actions. 
 
St Paul traveled all over the world; preached to the Gentiles and disputed against the 
Jews; wrote epistles; suffered dangers, injuries, affronts, and persecutions to the 
height of wonder; whereby he won for himself a crown. But the holy virgin attained by 
the means of a quiet and silent piety -by internal actions of love, devotion, and 
contemplation. 
 
Those graces make great ascents to God , and as sure progress to favor and a 
crown, as the more spectacular and strenuous exercises of a more public religion. 
 
Mary might not have performed any heroic feats. She didn’t lead an army. She didn’t 
make the front page of the Nazareth Gazette (just the gossip page). But she was open 
and receptive to the will of God. 
 
I don’t think it’s reading anything into the text at all to say that Mary was used to 
obeying God in her life. She was dedicated in the ordinary stuff of life. Her life was a 
pattern of obedience. her habitual conduct was to be submissive to God in all the 
myriads of little things that make up life. 
 
So when this sudden challenge to her faith came, this invitation to a mission 
impossible she didn’t have to think twice about what to do. 
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Are you listening to God? Are you spending time with Him by reading His Word, the 
Bible?  
Are you obedient to God in the little things? Are you receptive and responsive? 
 
I. The first characteristic of godly Mary was the receptiveness of her heart. 
II. The second characteristic of godly Mary was the responsiveness of her heart. 
III.The third characteristic of godly Mary was the reflectiveness of her heart. 
 
Jump over to Luke 2:19  Read vs 19 
 
A third thing we see in Mary. She “...kept all these things and pondered them in her 
heart.” In other words she thought about them over and over. She never forgot what 
happened and what she was told. 
 
Many people view Christmas . . . and the Christ of Christmas, like they do a billboard 
on the side of the road. They see it. They read and recognize it. They enjoy the 
billboard as they are looking at it, then they drive on by. It is only a memory that 
quickly fades as time goes on. 
 
Mary would frequently recall the words of the angel, and later the Shepherds, the 
Magi, Anna and Simeon. I suspect she thought about these words as her son taught 
on the shore of the sea of Galilee. She thought about them as she watched Him place 
His hands on the hurting to heal them. I suspect she even reflected on these words as 
she watched her son struggle with the cross on his journey to Calvary, die a horrible 
death, and be placed in a borrowed tomb. 
 
Even when she was confused she returned to what she knew was true.  
She remembered the promises and then held on. In her reflecting she gained 
perspective and focus. That's good advice for all of us. 
 
You see, it is too easy for us to just go through the motions. The best things in life can 
easily lose their luster and value if we don't take care of them and remind ourselves of 
how valuable they are. We have to deliberately counteract that danger.  
 
Think of how easy it is to take your marriage for granted. Once and a while I like to 
dig out our wedding pictures and remember all the dreams I had that day and then 
how God surprised me by making marriage better than what I had even hoped it 
would be. Looking back reminds me of how fortunate I am. It reminds me of the 
storms we have shared and the joys we have known. It reminds me that what I have 
is a treasure. 
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It is just as easy to take our family for granted . . . . and our Savior. It is too easy to 
become accustomed to the words and phrases and they begin to lose their intensity 
and wonder. So, let me share a few suggestions for being more reflective this 
Christmas. 
 
1. Find some quiet time to think about who Jesus is and why He came to earth. 
Gabriel told Mary, “... you shall call His name Jesus.” Jesus is the Greek for of the 
Hebrew “Joshua” which means “Jehovah is Savior.” 
 
Later, in Luke 2 the angel will tell the shepherds, “there is born to you this day in the 
city of David a Savior, who is Christ the Lord.” 
 
Simeon will hold the Christ Child and proclaim, “Lord...my eyes have seen Your 
salvation which You have prepared before the face of all peoples...” 
 
Jesus came for one reason, and one reason only. We’re born to live. He was born to 
die. A savior is someone who saves. Jesus came to save us from the penalty of our 
sins. 
 
There was a news report from Louisville KY entitled “Grandpa Died to Save Child.” 
It reads: “Frank Dohrmann gave his life to save a 4 year old friend by pushing the 
child out of the way of an oncoming car that then struck the 83-year-old and sped 
away.” 
 
A child lived because a man willing laid down his life instead. Because a man took 
the death blow in his place. 
 
The Bible says that we all are headed for eternal death. It’s bearing down on everyone 
of us. The wages of sin is death and the Bible clearly shows that everyone of us has 
broken God’s laws. 
 
Jesus was the sinless son of God. But He took the death blow in our place. He bore our 
sins in His own body on the tree, the Apostle Peter tells us. The Gospel of John explains: 
But as many as received Him, to them He gave the right to become children of God, even to 
those who believe in His name... 
 
Jesus is the Savior, the Son of God and He came to bring forgiveness to all who 
believe. 
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Suggestion  2.    Ask yourself this: "What would the world be like if Jesus hadn't 
come?" What hope would there be? If we just lived out a few short years of 
meaningless existance and the stepped out into eternity with no promise of the future; 
what kind of life would that be? 
 
3. If you’ve trusted Christ as your savior remember where you were and where you 
were heading before He found you. Imagine where you might be if He hadn't come 
and changed your life. What would life be like now? Would your marriage be over? 
Would you have killed yourself with reckless living? Would you be on a treadmill 
headed no where? If you remember what you were saved from, you’ll appreciate 
what you’ve been saved to.  
 
4. Remember where you are going as a child of God. Try to gain a picture of the 
glory that is to come. Allow your mind to imagine that first time you see the smile of 
your loving heavenly Father. Let yourself sense what it would be like to know that 
gasp of wonder when you take that first step into the eternal kingdom. Try to imagine 
what it would be like to have all evil gone. Think about the promise of Gabriel to 
Mary that Jesus would one day reign over a kingdom that has no end. 
 
This Christmas we’re called to follow the example of Mary. We have to be receptive 
to the message and listen even in the midst of the noise of the season. When we have 
heard we must respond. And once we have responded we must never forget.  
 
We must remind ourselves often of how we became a child of God.  
We must remember where we were and where we are going. We must repeat the 
words over and over to ourselves so that when life gets noisy again, we'll still be able 
to hear the whisper of His love. 
 
When the Christmas rush presses us we won’t forget the reality of what we’re 
celebrating. 


