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Jesus is Coming Again: Don’t Miss Him! 
 
There’s probably no subject in the Bible that has generated as much interest and as 
much confusion as the subject of future prophecy.  
 
You can divide prophetic passages in the Bible into two basic categories. The fulfilled 
and not yet fulfilled prophecy. 
 
Fulfilled prophecy is an exciting confirmation of the truth of the Bible. When we read 
ancient prophecies that were fulfilled, things that we can check out and study, it’s 
intriguing. As Josh McDowell calls it, it’s “Evidence that Demands a Verdict.” 
 
For instance, the OT gives specific predictions about the first coming of Jesus. It gives 
his birthplace, his family, specific details of His life and death. It even gives the exact 
year He would die. All of these predictions were made from 400 to 1300 years before 
the events actually took place.  
 
They are specific, verifiable predictions that didn’t come from somebody making a 
guess. In fact in the OT book of Deuteronomy God gives His prophetic standard. 
Deut 18:21-22  And if you say in your heart, ‘How shall we know the word which the LORD 
has not spoken?’--when a prophet speaks in the name of the LORD, if the thing does not 
happen or come to pass, that is the thing which the LORD has not spoken; the prophet has 
spoken it presumptuously; you shall not be afraid of him. 
 
God is very clear and very specific. His standard is 100% accuracy. That lets us 
evaluate the Bible. I challenge anyone who questions the validity of the Bible to put 
to the test. Examine it, scrutinize it. Put the Bible under the microscope and look at 
fulfilled prophecy. There is no other Book in the world that can claim 100% prophetic 
accuracy and prove it. 
 
Since fulfilled prophecy can be demonstrated to be 100% accurate then that tells us 
that yet to be fulfilled prophecy is going to unfold just as God has predicted. 
 
God predicted Jesus’ first coming in detail. It happened. God predicted Jesus’ second 
coming in even more detail. It will happen just as He says it will. 
 
The question for many people isn’t will it happen, when will it happen? When is 
Jesus going to return? 
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This morning I’d like to begin by answering that question. Here’s the Biblical answer 
from the lips of Jesus: “Watch therefore, for you know neither the day nor the hour in which 
the Son of Man is coming.” 
 
That’s it.  God purposely inspired Scripture so no one would know for sure. His plan 
is that everyone, in every generation stays on the look out. He wants everyone on 
their spiritual toes anticipating Jesus’ second coming. 
 
The Biblical command is stay ready but don’t set dates. Not that that’s stopped 
people from trying. 
 
People have been setting dates for the past 2000 years. Most recently in our day 
Harold Camping, who is president of Family Radio Stations, published a book 
entitled 1994. He focused on the "hidden" meanings of texts, seeing pointers toward 
1994 in the number of pigs drowned in the Sea of Galilee and in the number of 
servants in Abraham's house.  
 
Camping introduced 1994? with the following statement: "No book ever written is as 
audacious or bold as one that claims to predict the timing of the end of the world, 
and that is precisely what this book presumes to do." No matter how audacious or 
bold, obviously it was wrong. September 6, 1994, came and went. 
 
You’d think people would see how twisted Harold Camping’s interpretations are but 
he’s back with a new one. Now he says the church age is over, Christians should 
leave their churches and stay home and listen to the radio. Unfortunately some 
people will buy into anything no matter how bizarre and there are believers leaving 
local churches because of Camping’s teachings. 
 
We can’t play games with the Bible. If it says no one knows the day, then no one 
knows the day. As Arnold Fructenbaum said when He was with us teaching on 
Biblical prophecy, “If I was God and someone happened to guess the day, I’d change 
it just to spite them!” 
 
What can we know about the return of Christ?  Turn to Luke 17  pg 1014 
 
Rather than taking all kinds of wild guesses about what we can’t know, let’s find out 
what we can know.  
Let’s let Jesus teach us. 
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I. There Has Always Been Confusion Over the Return of Christ 
 
The questions about when didn’t start in our day.  Read vs 20-21 
 
The theme of the “Kingdom of God” is central to the Bible. 
 
What is the Kingdom of God? That’s not easy question to answer because the term is 
used broadly, so any definition going to fall short in some respects.  
 
Be that as it may, I’d define the Kingdom of God as “the manifestation of God's 
authority, power, and purposes, whether in a person or place.”  
 
The Kingdom of God is where God's authority and purposes are evident. For 
example, the Bible says that Christians are taken out of the Kingdom of Darkness and 
are placed into into the Kingdom of God (Colossians 1:13). In other words, Christians 
are now under a new authority, experience a new power, and fulfill the purposes of 
God, instead of Satan. Therefore it can be accurately said that they have entered the 
Kingdom of God. 
 
The Bible also refers to a time when God's Kingdom will be established not just in 
individual lives, but geographically over the whole Earth. There will come a time 
when only God's authority is exercised and only his purposes are experienced.  
 
This aspect of “The Kingdom of God” is linked with the coming of Messiah to Israel. 
In a sense, it began at Jesus’ first coming, but in the fullest sense it will be 
inaugurated at His second coming. 
 
The Jewish Pharisees were looking forward to this time because they were expecting 
a political overthrow of Rome and the exultation of themselves to a position of 
power. 
 
Jesus has an answer for them: “You’re looking in the wrong direction.” While there’s 
ultimately a political dimension to God’s Kingdom, the heart is spiritual. 
 
The spiritual part has to come first. A kingdom is ruled by a king and Jesus came as 
Israel’s King. What the religious teacher missed was that the cross had to come first, 
before the kingdom. 
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You can see why they were confused. Who ever heard of a king humbling himself to 
serve his subjects. 
 
But a careful reading of the OT would show that Messiah would come as a suffering 
servant as well as a ruling king. It’s just that the ruling passages far outnumbered the 
servant passages. 
 
It all makes sense to us. We look back and realize there’s two comings of Christ. But 
to the Pharisees who didn’t know that, it was confusing. 
 
So Jesus says, “The kingdom’s not going to come with observation,” meaning 
observation by their standards or through their grid. They read the same Bible we 
read but they got it wrong. 
 
He says, The kingdom of God’s within you... or literally “among you,” “in the midst 
of you.” 
 
The kingdom of God was there because the king was there. It’s just that their 
theological system blinded them from realizing it. 
 
Theology is vitally important. Theology is the study of God. We all have a theology. 
We all have beliefs about God. Even an atheist has a theology. He believes God 
doesn’t exist! 
 
We just better make sure that our beliefs are based on an accurate understanding of 
the Bible. That means not setting dates or making assumptions about Jesus’ return. 
 
I. There Has Always Been Confusion Over the Return of Christ Confusion is nothing new. 
II. Because of The Potential For Confusion, Watch Out For Misdirected Zeal 
 
The Pharisees weren’t the only ones in danger of confusion. Jesus has some words 
for His own disciples too. 
 
If the Pharisees were confused because they rejected Jesus, His disciples could 
become confused for just the opposite reason.  Read vs 22 
 
In the Gospel of John, chapters 13-16 we’re given what’s commonly called “The 
upper room discourse.” This is Jesus last words to His disciples in the upper room 
before they go out to the Garden and His arrest. 
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In that time of intense teaching Jesus talks repeatedly about leaving. He’s ready to go 
to the cross. Forty days later He’ll ascend bodily back into heaven. They’re going to 
be left without Him. 
 
And what He says is, “I won’t leave you as orphans. I’m sending the Holy Spirit to 
be with you and in you. But I’m going.” 
 
Jesus knew they’d struggle. He also knew they’d long for Him so much that they’d 
be susceptible to impostors. 
 
Read vs 23 
 
You’ll hear all kind of bogus reports. People will make all kinds of claims. It’s been 
that way since Jesus was on earth and it’s going to continue. 
 
In our day we've had Jim Jones, David Koresh, Rev. Moon who came as religious 
deceivers. Hitler, Pol Pot, Mao Zedong, all believed they could solve their nation's 
woes and conquer the world. 
 
Hitler began what he said would be a 1000 year Reich. Mussolini went further, 
declaring himself to be the great Lawgiver. 
 
The August 18 London London Daily Telegraph reports:  Thousands of pilgrims 
have converged on the hamlet of Petropavlovka, deep in the Siberian tundra, to hear 
today's annual sermon by a 41-year-old former traffic policeman who they believe to 
be Jesus. 
 
We have Lord Maitreya. Supposedly he descended in July of 1977 from his ancient 
retreat in the Himalayas. His web site says: He has been expected for generations by 
all of the major religions. Christians know him as the Christ, and expect his imminent 
return. Jews await him as the Messiah; Hindus look for the coming of Krishna; 
Buddhists expect him as Maitreya Buddha; and Muslims anticipate the Imam Mahdi 
or Messiah. 
 
Jesus knew the Messianic longing that would exist in people’s hearts. So He said 
don’t listen to all the bogus claims. Don’t go running off after the latest guru. 
 
There was a way to identify Jesus the first time around. His miracles and His 
resurrection. 
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There’s a way to identify Jesus when He comes again. There’ll be no case of mistaken 
identity. 
 
Read vs 24 
 
At this point Jesus isn’t referring to the rapture, which is when Jesus takes his people 
to be with him before judgment comes to this earth. This is the physical return to the 
planet. 
 
Rev 1:7 says: Behold, He is coming with clouds, and every eye will see Him, even they who 
pierced Him. And all the tribes of the earth will mourn because of Him. 
 
Turn to Rev 19  pg 1187   Read vs 11-16 
 
It doesn’t sound to me like there will be a whole lot of debate at that point.  
There won’t be experts sitting around on the Fox News channel or CNN debating the 
identity the one on the white horse. 
 
Even true believers need this warning. Even Jesus’ disciples needed this warning. 
Don’t buy into all the religious confusion. Stick with what’s clearly taught in 
Scripture and you can’t go wrong. 
 
Here’s the deal, Verse 25.  Read vs 25 
 
First there’s suffering, then there’s a kingdom. The true Messiah deserves our 
worship, but He proved it by suffering on the cross. 
 
We’ve had all kinds of Messiahs who’ve tried to gather followers and command their 
allegiance. There’s only been one who proved He was The Son of God by fulfilling 
prophecy. There’s only been one who could suffer for our sins. 
 
This is all about sin and redemption. We’re a world full of rebels who have chosen 
our way over God’s way. According to God’s law we deserve judgment. Measuring 
ourselves by God’s commandments we’re failures. 
 
Down inside we know there’s something wrong.  That’s why there’s such a spiritual 
drive within us. We’re separated from God and we feel it. 
 
Some people try to fill that spiritual void with religion. Some try to find a sense of  
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transcendence through drugs or sex. The problem is they keep coming up empty. 
 
Jesus Christ came to erase our sin debt. He came to bring us back to a right 
relationship with our Creator. He came to do it the only way it could be done. 
 
God is holy and just. He can’t violate His own standards and He can’t over look our 
violations of His standards. The punishment for our sin had to be given out. That’s 
why Jesus came. To take our punishment. To pay for our sins. 
 
The only way we could be brought back into a right relationship with God is if our 
sin debt was eliminated. Only the sinless Son of God could do what it takes to 
accomplish the goal. 
 
Jesus suffered the cross. We receive what He did by faith. John 5:24 Most assuredly, I 
say to you, he who hears My word and believes in Him who sent Me has everlasting life, and 
shall not come into judgment, but has passed from death into life. 
 
I. There Has Always Been Confusion Over the Return of Christ Confusion is nothing new. 
II. Because of The Potential For Confusion, We Need to Watch Out For Misdirected Zeal  But 
we need to watch out for something else too... 
III. Because of The Potential For Confusion, We Need to Watch Out For Complacency 
 
Read vs 26-29 
 
Over the years I’ve read a lot of bizarre interpretations of these verses. I’ve read 
statistics about how much alcohol we consume and how much food we devour. I’ve 
read articles explaining the divorce rate. When evil occurs I hear people refer to this 
passage and say, “As it was in the days of Noah...” 
 
In reality, these verses don’t have anything to do with gluttony, divorce, 
drunkenness, or general overall evil. Quite the contrary, the point is that in Noah’s 
day everything went along as normal. In Sodom they just went about their daily 
routine.  
 
They grabbed a quick burger. They gulped down a Coke. People got married. They 
did the usual stuff of life with out giving a thought to God’s judgment. 
 
Then one day, out of the blue, judgment came.  
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Now here’s Jesus’ application: Read vs 30 
 
II Peter 3:3 says: knowing this first: that scoffers will come in the last days, walking 
according to their own lusts, and saying, "Where is the promise of His coming? For since the 
fathers fell asleep, all things continue as they were from the beginning of creation." 
 
Scoffers will laugh and mock and say, “Where’s this Jesus? He’s not coming back. It’s 
been 2000 years and He hasn’t shown up yet!” 
 
We may not know when, and we may not always understand the details of how, but 
believe it, it will happen. 
 
Every prophecy of the first coming of Christ came to pass in detail. Every prophecy 
of the second coming will happen just as surely. 
Jesus Christ is going to return to the planet and when He does there will be a 
cataclysmic judgment. 
 
That’s a danger for atheists, and agnostics, and unbelievers. It’s a danger to ignore 
the warnings of God. 
 
But, complacency isn’t just a problem for unbelievers. Just like some Christians can 
get caught up in false messiahs and prophetic speculation they can become 
complacent about Jesus’ second coming. 
 
In fact, this is probably the biggest danger for us. We’re just going about doing the 
routine stuff of life. In fact most of us become swamped with the routine things of life 
to the point where Jesus’ return isn’t even on our radar screen. 
 
But He is coming back. I’m no prophet and I’m certainly not going to set any dates, 
but I believe that the events that have taken place in the Middle East in the last 50 
years have clearly set the stage for the end time events prophesied in the Bible. 
 
We have to take care of our responsibilities in life but we can’t let them cloud our 
vision. 
 
Read 31-36 
 
There’s two distinct features of Christ’s second coming. One is blessing. His coming  
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is called our “blessed hope.” We’ll be like Him when we see Him as He is. It’s a 
glorious appearing. 
 
But that’s not what’s being stressed here. The other distinct feature is judgment. This 
passage is all about the judgment aspect. 
 
Two will be in a bed together, not in an immoral way. Just two will be sleeping and 
one will be taken. Two women will be working with grain, one will be taken. 
 
Some people read this and say, they were taken to safety. This isn’t talking about the 
rapture. This isn’t what Paul described in I Thessalonians as being caught up to be 
with the Lord. 
 
What we call the rapture happens 7 years before this. This is at the end of the seven 
year time of tribulation.  
 
Noah and his family were left to be part of a new beginning. The others were taken 
in the flood. Lot and his daughters were left while Sodom and Gomorrah were taken 
when the fire and brimstone rained down. 
 
In Luke, the ones left are the righteous who enter the Kingdom. The ones taken are 
those who are taken to judgment. 
 
The disciples ask an understandable question.  Read vs 37 
 
You could probably find 25 different interpretations of verse 37. I’m not exactly sure  
of every detail except to say the overall point is this: “you know where the carcass is 
because the vultures circle it.” In other words it’s obvious. 
 
Where they’re going for judgment will be obvious too, when the time comes. 
 
What should be the result of our recognition that Jesus is coming again? How should 
what we believe about Christ's return affect our living as Christians?  
 
It shouldn’t result in major doctrinal quarrels. It shouldn’t result in division and 
strife. It shouldn’t result in us spending our days scrutinizing the news reports for 
the latest event we can read back into the book of Revelation.  
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If you haven’t trusted Christ it should motivate you to seek Him now while you have 
the chance. To receive Him by faith. To believe on the Lord Jesus Christ. 
 
If you have trusted Christ as Savior it ought to motivate you to make every day 
count for the Kingdom. To motivate you to strive to glorify God in what you do, say 
and think. It ought to result in godliness and a love for people. 
Paul tells us in Romans 13 to... 
 
...do this, knowing the time, that now it is high time to awake out of sleep; for now our 
salvation is nearer than when we first believed. 12 The night is far spent, the day is at hand. 
Therefore let us cast off the works of darkness, and let us put on the armor of light. 13 Let us 
walk properly, as in the day, not in revelry and drunkenness, not in lewdness and lust, not in 
strife and envy. 14 But put on the Lord Jesus Christ, and make no provision for the flesh, to 
fulfill its lusts. 

 
Jude  (Pg 1173) , the brother of Jesus, gives this admonition: 
 
But you, beloved, remember the words which were spoken before by the apostles of our Lord 
Jesus Christ: how they told you that there would be mockers in the last time who would walk 
according to their own ungodly lusts. These are sensual persons, who cause divisions, not 
having the Spirit. 
 
But you, beloved, building yourselves up on your most holy faith, praying in the Holy Spirit, 
keep yourselves in the love of God, looking for the mercy of our Lord Jesus Christ unto eternal 
life. 
 
And on some have compassion, making a distinction; but others save with fear, pulling them 
out of the fire, hating even the garment defiled by the flesh. Now to Him who is able to keep 
you from stumbling, and to present you faultless before the presence of His glory with 
exceeding joy, to God our Savior, Who alone is wise, be glory and majesty, dominion and 
power, both now and forever. Amen. (Jude 17-25) 


