
Luke 2:39-52                                                     
 

The Meaning of Life 
 

Why are we here? Ever struggle with that question? What is the meaning of life, 
anyway? I did a web search on the phrase “meaning of life” and came up with 
1,580,000 hits. Obviously the meaning of life is a hot topic. After weeding out all the 
Monty Python references I came up with these gems: 
 
Principia Cybernetica Project  the purpose of (living) organization is to continuously 
increase future probabilities of encountering this same type of organization. 
 
Psychic medium Dr. Helena Steiner-Hornsteyn Can help you with the meaning of 
life. Whether you long to understand the meaning of your life, or have a desire to 
find good health, success and happiness in your life, the key is to be found within 
you. 
 
Colin Leath, Junior Paper, Psychology Honors Program U of W  In brief, the concept 
detailed in this paper is that the experience of meaning in life can be understood as 
"being able to perceive opportunities for rewarding emotional experience," or more 
simply, as having things one looks forward to. 
 
Dr. Edward A. Frost, Senior Minister The Unitarian Universalist Congregation of 
Atlanta  I choose to regard the meaning of my life as a commitment to live and act in 
the world in such a way as to open and sustain the possibilities in which all people 
and the earth itself can reach toward fulfillment. 
 
Still another web page proclaims: The answer is quite simple. All you have to do is 
equate the word "meaning" with the word "purpose." The purpose of this life is 
simply this: We are here to help as many other people as we can while we live on 
this earth. 
 
Why are we here? That question has been asked down through the ages and 
obviously is still the number one philosophical question. 
 
One atheist, in an internet position paper, wrote: Recently, I was asked what, as an 
atheist, the meaning of my life is. This is a very touchy subject for me, and I am 
assuming, for most atheists. I have said many times that I hate to sound this cold 
and scientific, but, ultimately, the meaning of my life is to survive, reproduce, and 
die. 
 
Albert Camus said that death is philosophy's only problem. I’d say the problem is 
not only death but life. Life without God has no meaning. 
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Friedrich Nietzsche admitted that with the end of Christianity comes nihilism, which 
is the "denial of the existence of any basis for knowledge or truth; the general 
rejection of customary beliefs in morality, religion, etc.; the belief that there is no 
meaning or purpose in existence." 
 
Even Jean-Paul Sartre affirms the absurdity of life when he says, "Being is without 
reason, without cause, and without necessity.” 
 
Why are we here? To survive, reproduce, and die?  
 
I believe that within the human heart is the understanding that this isn’t all there is.  
 
In the Bible we’re given this explanation:  For the wrath of God is revealed from heaven 
against all ungodliness and unrighteousness of men, who suppress the truth in 
unrighteousness,  because what may be known of God is manifest in them, for God has 
shown it to them. For since the creation of the world His invisible attributes are clearly seen, 
being understood by the things that are made, even His eternal power and Godhead, so that 
they are without excuse, because, although they knew God, they did not glorify Him as God, 
nor were thankful, but became futile in their thoughts, and their foolish hearts were 
darkened.Professing to be wise, they became fools... 
 
There is a God awareness with in each of us. God put it there. But because people 
want to avoid the idea of a being superior to themselves, they suppress that truth. 
 
They want to be free so they deny truth and in the end they’re slaves.  
 
Freedom never comes through ignorance. It’s when we know truth that we’re set 
free. And the truth according to the Bible is, we are created by God and responsible 
to God. 
 
What are we created for? What does a life lived for God’s purposes look like? We 
don’t have to wander blindly through life groping for answers to that question. God 
gives us the answer. Just be forewarned, don’t let the simplicity of His answer 
distract you from following it. 
 
We are studying the NT Book of Luke. This is Luke’s carefully researched, and 
divinely inspired, first century account of the life of Jesus Christ.  
 
Turn to Luke 2 39  pg 992  
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The passage we’re going to look at today is unique as far as the biblical record goes. 
This is the only account we have of Jesus between the time He was a toddler and 30 
years of age. There’s no other biblical record of any incident in the growing up years 
of Jesus. Luke must have seen this story as very important to be the only childhood 
incident reported in his gospel. 
 
Second, in this account are recorded the very first words of our Lord Jesus. Third, 
this is the last time Joseph is ever mentioned in the life of Jesus. 
 
What makes this passage so important for us though, is the example we’re given. 
You here people say that Jesus came to be our Savior, not an example of how to live. 
That’s not completely accurate. 
 
A biblically accurate statement would be: He didn’t come to show us how to live so 
that we could pattern ourselves after Him and earn our way to heaven. 
The Bible clearly explains our dilemma. God created this world and all that is in it. 
God created human life. We’re not just a chance collocation of atoms as Bertrand 
Russell tried to say. 
 
We were created as free moral agents to love and serve our creator. But the first 
human beings chose to worship themselves instead of God. They chose to violate 
God’s standards. We call this sin. And ever since human beings have sinned. We’re 
sinners by choice and sinners by nature. 
 
This sin, or worship of self instead of God separates us from a holy God. In fact, the 
Bible tells us the wages of sin is death. A meaningless life and an eternity in the lake of 
fire. 
 
But the same Bible tells us about God’s great love. He sent His only begotten Son 
into the world to be our Savior. Jesus came to pay the ghastly, ugly price of sin. He 
came to die for us. 
 
In that sense Jesus came to be our Savior, not our example. A drowning man dosen’t 
need someone to come along a show him how to swim, he needs a savior. He needs 
someone to pull him out of the water because he can’t do it himself. 
 
The Bible put it this way: For by grace you have been saved through faith, and that not of 
yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of works, lest anyone should boast. 
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We could no more please a perfect God with our imperfect lives than we could 
jump across the Grand Canyon. But Jesus pleased the father with His perfect life 
and then died to take our punishment upon Himself. 
 
Ac 13:39 “and by Him everyone who believes is justified from all things from which you 
could not be justified by the law of Moses. 
 
John 6:47“Most assuredly, I say to you, he who believes in Me has everlasting life. 
 
If you have never put your trust in Jesus Christ as God’s provision for your sin you 
need to do that today.  
 
Once you do, then Jesus the Savior also becomes Jesus the example. Not to show us 
how to earn our way to heaven but to show us how God intends for a person to 
really live. 
 
See, Jesus was truly human in all that that involves. He’s called the last Adam. The 
first Adam failed. He turned to His own way. Jesus never failed. He could say,  
“And He who sent Me is with Me. The Father has not left Me alone, for I always do those 
things that please Him.” 
 
Here’s the answer to the question, Why are we here? Here’s the place to find real 
meaning and purpose in life. Jesus is the Christian’s example of what we’re created 
for. 
 
What can we learn form the example of Jesus in Luke 2 this morning? I’d like to 
focus in on three things. 
 
I.  Our Purpose in Life is to Imitate Jesus, the Son of God, in 
 Spiritual Growth.  Read vs 39, 40, 52 
 
There is an unexplainable mystery here. Although Jesus was fully God, yet as a 
human being He had to grow spiritually.  
 
He increased in wisdom between birth and age 12 (2:40) and He made more 
progress in wisdom between age 12 and adulthood (2:52).  
 
Jesus didn’t pop on the scene giving theology discourses from the manger. The 
Book of Philippians explains  Let this mind be in you which was also in Christ Jesus,who,  
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being in the form of God, did not consider it robbery to be equal with God, but made Himself 
of no reputation, taking the form of a bondservant, and coming in the likeness of men. 
 
Gal 4:4 But when the fullness of the time had come, God sent forth His Son, born of a 
woman... 
 
Jesus grew and learned just like any other human being. So that He could identify 
with us He became one of us. Jesus of Nazareth had to study the Bible! 
 
Now wisdom in the Hebrew Scriptures comes from a word meaning "skill." 
Spiritually the wise person takes the circumstances of life and skillfully weaves 
them into a beautiful finished product that gives glory to God. 
 
The Word of God is the blueprint He has given us to follow if we want to construct 
a life that gives glory to Him and brings satisfaction and blessing to us.  
 
We’re building an addition here. We wouldn't want to hire a contractor who 
showed up on the job with a bunch of lumber and started nailing, grabbing 
whatever piece was close at hand. When you asked him about the plans, he laughed 
and said, "I never use plans. They're too restrictive. I just go with whatever seems 
right." 
And yet many Christians construct their lives in that fashion! They've hardly ever 
glanced at God's blueprint, much less studied it so that they know how He wants 
them to live. If you challenge them about their haphazard ways, they accuse you of 
being legalistic. The fact that Jesus as a 12-year-old boy was growing in wisdom 
implies that He was applying God's Word to daily life.  
 
Four things about growing in wisdom using Jesus’ example: 
 
1.) Spiritual growth takes time, but we have to actively engage in the process. The 
fact that Jesus was growing in wisdom and still increasing more in wisdom (2:40, 
52) shows that it is a lifelong process. But it is not automatic.  
 
The question you must ask yourself is, "What am I doing to grow in the things of 
God?" Do you have a regular time in His Word and in prayer? Are you reading 
solid books that instruct you in the faith? 
 
2.) Spiritual growth involves an active interest in the Word of God. In a few 
moments we’re going to read how Jesus sat in the temple in Jerusalem have a 
discussion about the Bible with Jewish teachers. 
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Think of all the interesting things in this bustling capital city that could have 
captivated the interest of a 12-year-old boy from the country. He could have been in 
the marketplace, watching the vendors haggling over prices with their customers. 
He could have been fascinated with the architecture of the palace and temple, or 
with the great walls of that ancient city.  
 
He could have joined with other boys in pretending that they were the great 
generals, defending those walls. He could have explored Hezekiah's famous water 
tunnel, or any number of other interesting historical sites. He could have been 
watching the throngs of interesting people.  
 
Yet his parents found Him in the temple with the teachers, listening, asking 
intelligent questions, and giving answers that displayed unusual understanding. If 
you want to fulfil your purpose for living, like Jesus you must have a thirst for 
spiritual truth. You have to listen to those who teach the Word, ask questions, and 
apply biblical truths. 
 
3.) Spiritual growth should be focused in two directions: Toward God and toward 
others. Jesus grew "in favor with God and men" (2:52). The guy who said The 
purpose of this life is simply this: We are here to help as many other people as we 
can while we live on this earth got it partly right. 
 
Matth 22:36 “Teacher, which is the great commandment in the law?” 
Jesus said to him,” ‘You shall love the LORD your God with all your heart, with all your 
soul, and with all your mind.’This is the first and great commandment. And the second is 
like it: ‘You shall love your neighbor as yourself.’On these two commandments hang all the 
Law and the Prophets.” 
 
You say, “Ed, I’ve trusted Jesus Christ as my Savior but I still, don’t feel like my life 
is going in the right direction! Follow the example of Jesus and commit yourself to 
spiritual growth. 
 
I.  Our Purpose in Life is to Imitate Jesus, the Son of God, in 
 Spiritual Growth. 
II. Our Purpose in Life is to Imitate Jesus, the Son of God, in 
 routine faithfulness. Read vs 51 
 
Remember Jesus had just been in Jerusalem. He had discussed theology with the 
most learned of Rabbis.This was undoubtedly the high point of Jesus' life to this 
time. Then we read, Then He went down with them and came to Nazareth, and was 
subject to them (2:51).  
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What a letdown that must have been! To go back to boring Nazareth after the 
excitement of Jerusalem! To go back to the daily chores of carrying water and 
cleaning up in the carpenter shop after discussing theology with the leading rabbis 
in the temple! Yet Jesus went back and in the daily routine He continued to make 
progress "in wisdom and stature, and in favor with God and men." 
 
Isn’t it interesting that as we try to figure out what life is all about, God points us to 
routine faithfulness. Isn’t it fascinating that Jesus didn’t live most of His life 
preaching, doing miracles, and all the rest we normally associate with Him? Have 
you ever stopped to think that over 90% of Jesus’ life was lived going through the 
regular stuff of life? 
 
At this point He was just going into His teenage years. He lived at home, did the 
normal chores and responsibilities, and obeyed His parents. Jesus was respectful 
and was obedient to His parents. 
 
Christianity doesn’t have a Messiah who was a 12 yr old prodigy, who left his 
family, and went out on his own in his teen years.  
 
If we were designing our own religion, if we wished to construct one which focused 
solely on one person, surely we wouldn't have much room for his family, or his 
parents. We wouldn’t want to present Him as dependent on his family. Yet, that is 
exactly what the Bible does. It doesn’t avoid daily realities; it sanctifies them. 
 
God didn't plan for the Messiah to be family-less. He ordained the family, and it 
was good enough for the very upbringing of Jesus. God hatch the Messiah out of 
nowhere. He didn’t fail to develop as any other human being, except without sin. 
Growing up in a family is so important, that God placed His own son, born 
miraculously of a Virgin, in a common ordinary home, a home staffed by parents. 
Later on we read about Jesus’ brothers and sisters.  
 
The next time you complain about your family -even with all its imperfection, 
remember God has designed it for protection, provision, and spiritual nurture. 
 
If you want to find meaning in life, remember where ever you are right now in this 
journey of life, Jesus the Son of God who always did the will of His heavenly Father 
was faithful in the routine things of life.  
 
Listen to some of these biblical commands. They deal with the ordinary stuff of life,  
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but God obviously gives them the highest priority.  
 
Husbands, love your wives, just as Christ also loved the church and gave Himself for her. 
Husbands ... dwell with them with understanding, giving honor to the wife, 
 
Children, obey your parents in the Lord, for this is right. 
 
Slaves, (or we might say today, employees) obey your earthly masters (your employer) 
with respect and fear, and with sincerity of heart, just as you would obey Christ.Obey them 
not only to win their favour when their eye is on you, but like servants of Christ, doing the 
will of God from your heart. Serve wholeheartedly, as if you were serving the Lord, not men, 
 
Therefore, whether you eat or drink, or whatever you do, do all to the glory of God. 
 
As a society we mock family responsibilities. We laugh at God’s ordained plan for 
the family as some outmoded vestige of our ignorant past. We glorify recreation but 
scoff at our jobs, like work was some evil we’re forced to do. We live for self and not 
for God’s glory and then we ask, “Why does my life seem so purposeless?” 
 
If you really think about it Joseph and Mary must have led an extreamly harsh and 
boring life by today’s standards. And remember they lived 2000 years ago. Life was 
rugged and life was tough. 
 
To give you an example of the way life has been for 98% of the people who have 
ever lived in our world, in England records were discovered about a farmer named 
Reginald Labbe. This guy was better off than most of his fellow countrymen. He 
died in the year 1293. His will listed the following possessions: 
 
One cow and one calf, two sheep and three lambs,three hens, several bushels of 
grain. Clothing comprising a hood, a tunic, and a tabard (a short, heavy cape of 
coarse cloth). 
 
A bolster (a long, narrow pillow or cushion) A rug (used as a blanket) two sheets 
and a tripod (for cooking food over a fire). 
 
Like most English farmers of the time, he owned neither land nor dwelling. He had 
no money. The money value of his estate in his day was figured at 33 shillings 8 
pence , or about $2.75. 
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When Labbe died, the executor sold off his possessions to pay expenses. 
 
If he lived to the average age of people born in the 13th century, he died in his 30s or 
40s. Probably at least one wife had preceded him in death, perhaps in childbirth-one 
of the most common causes of death for women at the time. Assuming he had 
fathered eight children in his years of marriage, he would probably have buried 
four of them in their infancy, perhaps another before its fifth birthday, and another 
before puberty. If he was fairly typical, then, two of his children survived him. 
 
If purpose and meaning comes from cell phones, high definition TV sets, and a good 
retirement plan nobodies ever achieved it until our generation.  
 
As far as Joseph and Mary go Luke 2:22 mentions their obedience to the Law of 
Moses in dedicating Jesus and in observing the purification laws. Verse 39 states 
how they performed everything according to the Law of the Lord.  
 
Verse 41 mentions their custom in going to the Feast of the Passover each year. This 
couple lived quietly in routine faithfulness to the commandments of God.  
 
One of the chief concerns that parents should have is the welfare of their children's 
souls. And one of the main ways you can help them spiritually is to live before them 
each day in routine faithfulness in the things of God reading your Bible, prayer, 
regular church attendance, honesty, kindness toward one another in the family, 
concern for the lost. We should imitate Jesus and Joseph and Mary in routine 
faithfulness. 
 
If we had a son like Jesus, we probably would have said, "This kid is going to be a 
success some day! Did you see how the rabbis were amazed at His answers? Let's 
enroll Him in the advanced track school for future rabbis. Let's move to Jerusalem 
where He can be discovered by the leaders. The kid has a future!" But they took 
Him back to Nazareth and modeled for Him routine faithfulness in the things of 
God. 
 
I.  Our Purpose in Life is to Imitate Jesus, the Son of God, in 
 Spiritual Growth. 
II. Our Purpose in Life is to Imitate Jesus, the Son of God, in 
 routine faithfulness.  
III.Our Purpose in Life is to Imitate Jesus, the Son of God, in 
 commitment to God's  purpose above all else.   Read 41-47 
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Every Jewish male within a reasonable distance of Jerusalem was expected to attend 
3 annual feasts. One of these was Passover. Young males were often bar mitzvahed 
at these, and Jesus, at the age of 12, may have been attending his first Passover as a 
non-child.  
 
The feast itself was rich in symbolism.  It was God’s reminder to Israel of how He 
had delivered them from Egypt by the blood of a sacrificial lamb.  
 
People traveled to the feasts in caravans. (not Dodge Caravans). Women and 
children would lead the way (set the pace) and the men and young men followed 
behind. Relatives and whole villages often traveled together and kept an eye on 
each other’s children. 
 
At the age of 12 Jesus could have easily gone from one group to another and not 
been missed. 
 
When Joseph and Mary finally realize Jesus isn’t with the group the turn back in a 
panic.  After a search they find Him in a theological discussion in the temple. Here 
were the teachers of the Law and the prophets and the Psalms, and they were 
amazed at this young man's godly wisdom.  
 
Since it was Passover time, perhaps they were listening to him and answering the 
questions that had to do with this major event in the life of his people. As the Final 
Passover Lamb, Jesus might have been asking about the significance of the Passover 
as it related to his life. 
 
If you’ve ever lost one of your children in a mall or a store for even a short time you 
can identify with Joseph and Mary when they finally find Him.    
 
Read vs 48 
 
Three days (2:46) probably means one day traveling, a second day returning to 
Jerusalem, and on the third day they found Him.  
 
Given the amount of time, you can appreciate Mary's emotional words. 
 
But now look at Jesus’ answer. Not, “Mom I’m sorry for stressing you out.” But, 
Read vs 49-50 
 
I’d be the last to try and explain the mystery of the Godhead. I don’t understand all  
 
 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

11 

that’s involved in the Second Person of the trinity taking on flesh. But somewhere 
along the way the young Jesus had to begin to understand His destiny. It’s clear that 
here He understood.  
 
Joseph’s business was carpentry. His Father’s business was the coming sacrifice of 
the Lamb of God who takes away the sin of the world. 
 
Now remember, no Jew called God “Father.” Of the 703 uses of the word “father” in 
the OT only one refers to God as“father” and that one denotes God as creator. 
 
Jesus calls God “Father.” But He even goes a step farther than that. He says, “My 
Father.” Later on during His ministry calling God His Father will be grounds for 
stoning. 
 
At the age of 12 obviously Jesus knew clearly that God was His Father in a way 
which He was not Father to anyone else. And His commitment was to be about His 
Father’s business. 
 
Whose business are you doing these days? Maybe we've become too caught up in 
doing our own business, doing what we want to do instead of the Father’s business.  
 
Why are we here? What is the meaning of life? In reality it’s not mystery at all. God 
created us to bring glory and honor to Him. 
 
He’s given us a Savior, but He’s also given us an example: 
 
Once we put our trust in Christ as Savior our purpose in life is to imitate Jesus, in 
spiritual growth, in routine faithfulness, in commitment to God's  purpose above all 
else.  


