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So What’s Your Excuse? 
 

Ever since the Garden of Eden people have been coming up with excuses. If you 
run out of excuses the internet has some great resources for you. One is The 
Excuse-O-Matic for one of 3.6 million different convincing, ready-made excuses!  
 
Another is the The Mother of All Excuses Place. You can find lists of excuses in 
categories:  work, school, police, avoiding a wedding, church, diet, taxes. 
 
Here’s a partial list of actual written excuses given to teachers in the Albuquerque 
public school system by parents of students: 
 
* Dear School: Please excuse John from being absent Jan. 28-33. 
* Please excuse Johnnie for being. It was his father's fault. 
* Chris will not be in school because he has an acre in his side. 
* John has been absent because he had two teeth taken off his face. 
* Lillie was absent from school yesterday because she had a going over. 
* My son is under the doctor's care and should not take fizical ed. Please execute 
him. 
* Please excuse Joyce from P.E. for a few days. Yesterday she fell off a tree and 
misplaced her hip. 
* Please excuse Ray Friday from school. He has very loose vowels. 
* Ralph was absent yesterday because he had a sore trout. 
* Please excuse Sara for being absent. She was sick and I had her shot. 
 
We’re all great excuse makers. Especially when it comes to excusing ourselves from 
obeying God.  
 
Moses was a great leader in Israel. God used him is a mighty way to lead the 
Hebrews out of Egypt. But first God had to deal with all of Moses’ excuses. 
 
Let’s look at some of them today and see if they don’t sound just a bit familiar. 
 
Turn to Ex 3  Pg 52 
 
God’s people had been enslaved in Egypt for 400 years.  Moses is God’s man to 
deliver them from the hand of the Egyptians. But Moses has already failed. 
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Forty years before he killed an Egyptian and buried him in the sand. Word got out 
and soon he had to run for his life. For the past 40 years Moses has lived in the land 
of Midian tending sheep. 
 
All those dreams of being the deliverer were long gone. Moses was finished, but 
God wasn’t finished with Moses. In a sense he was just beginning. 
 
Last week we studied the first 1/2 of Chapter 3. There we saw that God spoke to 
Moses from a burning bush. In verse 10 God lets Moses in on His plans. He says,  “I 
have come down to deliver them out of the hand of the Egyptians.” 
 
That was fine with Moses. It was about time God acted. What Moses wasn’t 
prepared for was the rest of the plan: “Come now, therefore, and I will send you to 
Pharaoh that you may bring My people, the children of Israel, out of Egypt.” 
 
Remember Moses is now approaching 80. He’s long since settled into the routine of 
life. This is not what he wants to hear. 
 
So Moses makes excuses. He makes 5 excuses. Lets look at them and see if we don’t 
hear ourselves in Moses’ words. 
 
I. I'm Not Qualified to Do the Job 
 
Read 11 
 
Moses says, “Who am I?” You know what the real answer to that question is? 
“You?” You’re nothing!” 
 
* We make excuses when we don't want to obey God’s commands to forgive, or to 
stop gossiping, or to love our enemies.  
* We make excuses when we don't want to go where God sends us (it may be a 
mission field, or it may be a visit to a friend in need, or it may be church)  
* We make excuses when we don't want to believe what God tells us like, “We 
know that all things work together for good to those who live God...” 
* We make excuses when we don’t want to serve God’s people by serving in a class, 
or helping with the yard work at church, or by praying with God’s people. 
 
One of our excuses is, “it’s just little ‘old me down here. I’m not qualified to do the 
job. I’m inadequate.” 
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During the 80’s and 90’s we were deluged with self-esteem propaganda. The 
problem with self-esteem courses is they teach us to become self-centered. 
 
Look how God deals with Moses’ objection. He doesn’t say “Hey Moses you can do 
it. You’ve got what it takes.” Instead He says, Read 12 
 
God doesn’t say look to yourself, He says, “look at Me!” ‘I’ll be with you, Moses.” 
 
If your eyes are on God you’ll find out you can do whatever He asks you to do. 
 
Excuse number 2... 
 
II.    I Don’t Know All The Answers  Read vs 13 
 
Moses' question wasn’t that unusual. Have you ever not talked to someone about 
Christ because you were afraid they would ask you a question that you couldn't 
answer? Have you ever told someone you couldn't teach or lead a class because 
you "didn't know enough"? Most of us understand where Moses is coming from. 
 
You know like what’s he going to say when he shows up again after 40 years and 
says, “I’m here to deliver you from the most powerful, advanced, controlling 
nation in the entire world,” and they say, “Who sent you, looser?” 
 
What do you say? “Well there was this burning bush on the backside of the 
mountain in Horeb...” I’m sure that would rally the troops! 
 
So Moses asks, “When they ask who sent you? By what authority do you come? 
What do I say? How do I answer that one?” 
 
God says in so many words, “Here’s what you need to know, Moses.” 
 
Read vs 14-15 
 
How’s that for an answer? Just tell them “I am” sent you! The phrase “I Am” is a 
form of the verb “to be.” 
 
The Hebrew verb “to be” is hayah. This is the basis for God’s covenant name. 
 
The word “el” or “elohim” in Hebrew means “God.” It means any god. The pagan  
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god Baal is actually ba-el, from the word el. Allah in Arabic comes from Syriac and 
is the Aramaic form of el. 
 
El means any god. But the true and living God says, I have a name. It’s “I Am” or 
in verse 15, capital L-O-R-D. Any time you see capital L-O-R-D or G-O-D in most of 
your English Bibles it lets you know the Hebrew uses God’s covenant name 
Yahweh. 
 
Sometimes we translate that word Jehovah.  Actually we have no idea what the 
vowels are so the pronunciation Jehovah is just a guess.  
Hebrew was originally written without vowels. Later, when the Jews were 
scattered into foreign countries and began to forget Hebrew, a group of scholars 
called Massoretes developed a system of vowels to help the Jews pronounce the 
words. 
 
Because they would never pronounce God’s name, the Massoretes substituted the 
vowels from the word adoni, which means Lord, so the Jews would pronounce the 
word adoni instead of the divine name. 
 
“Jehovah” works for us, but no one knows the actual pronunciation for sure today. 
 
The point is, the name of God means “the one who is.” The self-existent one. The 
eternal being.  The one who was before all things. The one who needs no other.” 
 
God says, “Tell them I am sent you.” This wasn’t about a name like Frank or Ed or 
Sam. This was all about the nature of God. 
 
Bruce Goettsche writes: The problem with the excuse "I don't know enough" is that there 
will always be something that you don't know or understand. Moses could have continued 
his protests. What if the people of Israel ask me where you live? What if they ask me about 
the Trinity? What if they want an answer to the question, 'Where have you been for the 
past 400 years?' If you wait until you have all the answers .. . you will never serve the 
Lord. 
 
That doesn’t mean we shouldn’t study and learn. It just means that if we can point 
people to God we can start today. 
 
 
God says to Moses, This is who I am. Now go in My name and do what I tell you.” 
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He says “Go, and this what will happen...”  Read 16-22 
 
Sounds like a plan. 
 
God’s letting Moses know He’s got all worked out down to the smallest detail. 
“Pharaoh won’t let you go, I’ll do mighty miracles, I’ll even make sure the 
Egyptians pay you for all those years of slavery.” 
 
I.  I'm Not Qualified to Do the Job 
II. I Don’t Know All The Answers 
III. What If Your Plan Doesn’t Work, God? 
 
Read Chapter 4:1   
 
This time, the question is sinful. First, Moses doubted his calling; now he’s 
doubting the Word of God. God just told him, "The elders of Israel will listen to 
you" in verse 18. 
 
Moses definitely wasn’t finished his basic training. Actually he didn’t seem to be 
listening. Maybe he has a different scenario in his head. Maybe he’s imagining 
standing in front of the Hebrew elders explaining he was sent there by a burning 
bush. 
 
But, God had already told Moses that His plan IS GOING TO WORK. Moses wasn't 
paying attention. Sometimes we don't either. God tells us, 
 
* I will supply all your need  
* I will never leave you or forsake you  
* You can do everything through Christ who gives you strength  
* Ask and it will be given to you  
* The Holy Spirit will guide you into all truth 
 
He tells us these things and we aren't listening.  
 
NASB translates 4:1 “What if...”  “God, what if it dosen’t work. What if I can’t be 
the wife or husband you want me to be? What if I try to share my faith and stumble 
through the Gospel? What if I pray and don’t get the answer I want?” 
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We are so full of “What ifs.” 
 
Fortunately God is patient.  Read 2-5 
 
God in His wonderful patience gives Moses three "signs". First, God tells Moses to 
throw down his walking stick. Moses throws it down and it becomes a snake. 
Moses starts running! God tells Moses to pick up the snake . . . by it's tail.  
 
Moses is thinking, "My Daddy taught me to NEVER pick up a snake by it's tail. 
Always pick it up (if you have to) right behind it's head so it can't turn and bite 
you." 
 
God says, "Pick up the snake by the tail." For that moment Moses is in a crisis. Does 
he do what God tells him to do . . . which is against everything he had always been 
taught; or does he refuse to obey Almighty God? To his credit, he acts in faith and 
picks up the snake. And the snake turns back into the walking stick! What a boost 
of faith that must have been to Moses!  
 
It’s obedience in the little things that leads to the ability to serve God in the big 
ways. 
 
By the way, you can go down into the mountains of WV and find churches that 
teach that you prove your faith by picking up rattle snakes. 
 
That definitely isn’t something you want to do unless God gives you direct orders. 
 
Snakes were worshiped as divine in Egypt. God was showing Moses that He is the 
Lord and a snake is nothing when God speaks. God has power over the stick. God 
has power over the snake. God has power over Egypt. 
 
John Hamby writes: It is important to note that God did not ask Moses to use 
something that he does not have. God asks Moses, "What is in your hand?" God 
uses what we have, and has never demanded from us what we do not have. We 
will never know the full potential of what can be done until or unless we are willing 
to offer it to God. God is not looking for ability, he is looking for availability. 
 
When God calls we are tempted to put our assets and abilities in one column and 
limitations and liabilities in another to determine if we can indeed do what God has 
called us to do. God is not interested in that. God often allows us to enter a place 
where we flounder and fail so weʼre forced to depend on him.  
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God has a second miracle to bolster Moses’ faith and to offset the skeptics. 
 
Read 6-8  God is the healer of His people. Read 9 
Wow! That’s pretty heavy. God has a way of just stacking up the evidence to 
convince us of His truth. Obviously Moses won’t argue with God after the snake 
and Leprosy deals. 
 
I.  I'm Not Qualified to Do the Job 
II. I Don’t Know All The Answers 
III. What If Your Plan Doesn’t Work, God? 
IV.  It's Not My Gift 
 
Read vs 10 
 
From here on, it is all down hill, fast.  Now Moses whines that he’s not a gifted 
communicator. He says he’s “slow of speech” so some Bible students have 
assumed that he had some kind of speech impediment. 
 
When you interpret the Bible it’s always best to let the Bible be a commentary on 
itself. 
 
In the NT Stephen is recounting Israel’s history and this is what he says abut 
Moses:  “And Moses was learned in all the wisdom of the Egyptians, and was mighty in 
words and deeds.” 
 
According to Stephen, Moses was eloquent. He didn’t have a problem speaking, he 
just had a problem obeying. He definitely didn’t have a problem articulating 
excuses. 
 
Well, God being God had no problem answering this one too.  Read 11-12 
 
The Bible clearly says that God has gifted all of us with abilities to use in serving 
Him. In Romans 12, I Corinthians 12, Ephesians 4 and I Peter 4, you’ll find lists of 
what’s called Spiritual gifts.  
 
It’s important over time to identify your area of giftedness. That happens by 
becoming familiar with the gifts and by serving God and watching where your 
strengths are. 
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What we don’t want to do is use our gifts as an excuse for not obeying God. 
 
The NT talks about the gift of encouragement. That might not be your area of 
giftedness, but that doesn’t mean you’re excused from being an encouragement to 
people. 
 
The NT talks about the gift of giving. That might not be your area of giftedness, but 
that doesn’t mean you’re excused from being a generous giver.  
 
Moses is trying to hide behind His supposed inability but God’s telling Him that 
He won’t call Him to something that He doesn't equip him for. 
 
God says the same thing to you. If you will follow Him, He’ll give you what you 
need. If you are willing to serve Him, He’ll equip you to serve Him well. You may 
not have a natural talent in a particular area but if God’s called you to a particular 
work, He’ll give you what you need.  
 
There have been plenty of times in my life where I’ve gotten into situations I felt 
completely unqualified for but when I took a step of faith and agreed to what God 
called me to do He gave me the ability, strength, wisdom, the words, the patience . 
. . whatever was necessary. 

 
God basically says to Moses, “Listen, if I make the seeing and the blind and 
speaking and the speechless, and they can all obey me, you won’t have any 
problem, big guy.” 
 
What do you do when God takes away every excuse you have?  
 
You’ve said, “Two and three year olds are not my thing, I could never teach their 
class.”  
 
You’ve said, “I can’t commit myself to helping with the parking lot team or the 
greeters at church. I’m just not good with people.”  
 
You’ve said, “I can’t get in there and help with the youth group because teenagers 
speak a different language and I won’t be able to communicate.  
 
You’ve said, “I can’t talk to my neighbor about Jesus Christ because I don’t know 
enough.” 
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You’ve given all the excuses and God has come back with, “You can do all things 
through Christ who strengthens you.” 
 
That’s where Moses is. So listen to this one:  Read vs 13- 14a (thru Moses) 
 
Here is the bottom line. Moses doesn’t want to go. It’s not that he lacks the 
assurance. It’s not that he lacks the authority. He just dosen’t want to do it. 

 
He can’t even give a reason why God should send someone else, because he’s all 
out of excuses.  
 
Well, that’s it. Nehemiah 9:17 says But You are God, Ready to pardon, Gracious and 
merciful, Slow to anger, Abundant in kindness... 
 
God is slow to anger. But Moses is way over the line here.  This is called “outright 
refusal to do what God says.”  
 
Romans 3:18 talks about so many people of this world when it says, “There is no fear 
of God before their eyes.” 
 
Now Moses didn’t swear and use the Lord’s name in vain. Moses didn’t mock God. 
There’s plenty of people around who are willing to do that. 
 
I’ll bet most of us wouldn’t think of doing that either. But do we do what Moses 
did? Tell God “no.” 
 
Do we say, “Sorry God, I’m not going to forgive her.” Or “No way am I going to 
give to missions.” How about, “This deny yourself and take up your cross thing 
sounds good on paper, but it sure isn’t practical for real life.” 
 
Would you be shocked to know that God’s anger is kindled against us when we 
refuse to obey? 
 
Put this one down in your notes, let it sink into your heart and mind. God becomes 
angry at our disobedience.  
 
God was angry at Moses. How did Moses know? Maybe the burning bush flared 
up.  
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Maybe it was just God’s answer that gave him the clue. 
 
Read 14b-17 
 
God says, “Aaron can talk. He can do it for you.” 
 
You know what’s interesting? Aaron ended up causing some real problems for 
Moses. Later on when Moses was up on the mountain getting the 10 
commandments from God, Aaron collected everybody’s golden earrings, melted 
them down, and fashioned a golden calf for worship. 
 
The people said, "This is your god, O Israel, that brought you out of the land of 
Egypt!" And then Aaron he built an altar before it. 
 
Who was God’s pick for the job? Moses. Who would have done the best job? 
Moses.  
 
When we say “no” to the things God has for us, he’ll use somebody. God used 
Aaron and Moses but Moses had to deal with a lot more grief because of the 
problems his brother caused. 
 
What’s yore excuse this morning? What’s your list of reasons why God’s way of 
doing life isn’t going to work for you? 
 
Are you making excuses so you don't have obey? Are you making excuses so you 
don't have to do what you know God wants you to do or to go where He wants 
you to go?  

 
Are you making excuses for why you won’t trust Him? Are you making excuses 
for why you haven’t trusted His Son for your eternal life? 
 
The God who spoke to Moses is the same God who sent His Son to be your Savior. 
He’s the “I Am.” He needs nothing else to be complete. He needs no one to add to 
who He is. He’s the Almighty, sovereign God. 
 
And yet He chose to be involved in this world. Moses would lead the Hebrews. 
The Hebrews would give us the prophets who wrote the Bible. The prophets 
would tell of the Son of God, the Savior. 
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God didn’t have to do anything for any of us, but He made the greatest sacrifice in 
all of history. He gave His Son to die for our sins. 
 
I pray that whatever excuses have been keeping you from trusting Jesus Christ, the 
Son of God, as your Savior, might be put aside this morning. 
 
I pray that whatever excuses have been keeping you from living in obedience to 
God might be put aside this morning. 
 
The captain on the bridge of a large naval vessel saw a light ahead on a collision 
course. He sent out a signal, "Alter your course ten degrees south." Almost 
immediately the reply came back, "Alter your course ten degrees north." The 
captain then signaled, "Alter your course ten degrees south. This is the Captain 
speaking." Very shortly the reply came back: "You must alter your course 10 
degrees north. This is a seaman-third class." Furious, captain signaled, " 
 
Do you realize you are talking to a United States Naval Captain from the bridge of a 
US Battleship? Now alter your course ten degrees south or face the 
consequences!" The reply came back, "Alter your course ten degrees north. You, 
Captain, are talking to a lighthouse. 
 
We think we’re the captain and we want God to do things our way. That only leads 
to disaster.  
 
De 10:12 And now,...what does the LORD your God require of you, but to fear the LORD 
your God, to walk in all His ways and to love Him, to serve the LORD your God with all 
your heart and with all your soul... 
 
No pretence. No excuses. No “What ifs.” Just simple obedience to the God of our 
salvation. 


