
Titus 3:9-15          
                                          

Making The Main Thing, The Main Thing 
 

Did you ever notice what letter is at the top of almost every eye chart? It’s the letter E. 
The most used chart is the Snellen eye chart created by Dutch ophthalmologist 
Hermann Snellen, in 1862. 
 
And Snellen put a big E up at the top. We go to the eye doctor and he says cover your 
left eye and start reading the smallest letters you can. 
 
Back a few decades ago I could read some pretty small letters on that chart. The 
something started to happen. The lenses in my eyes began to loose their elasticity. The 
result of that I can’t focus like I used to. 
 
When it first started happening I couldn’t read those really little letters on Snelling’s 
chart like I used to. Now even the bid E at the top of the chart is blurry! 
 
Loosing your ability to focus is a pain. You lay under the car to work on something 
and you can’t get far enough away to see what you’re working on clearly.  
 
Your lens falls out of your glasses and you loose the little screw because they put 
them in from the bottom and them you can’t find it because you can’t see without 
your glasses. 
 
Losing focus impacts all of our life. 
 
And you know, what’s true for us physically is also true spiritually. Losing spiritual 
focus impacts all of our life. 
 
If the letters on your spiritual eye chart are starting to blur, it’s time to refocus. 
 
The question is what’s God’s method of vision correction? 
 
If you’d turn with me to Titus chapter 3, Page 1059, I want us to see what God has to 
say about Making The Main Thing, The Main Thing.  
 
This generation of Americans seems to find it hard to see the practicality of knowing 
history. The number of students with a history major is pretty minimal. 
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When you talk to students about issues that are rooted in history there seems to be a 
real disconnect. They struggle seeing anything but the “right now” as important. 
 
But Christianity is based on historical truth. The Bible takes us back to the origin of 
everything and then shows us how people and societies developed into what we have 
today. 
 
That’s why we’re here studying a 2000 year old book. We believe the Bible is the 
inspired, transcendent, inerrant word of the living God. 
 
That God who made all things, both visible and invisible, used human authors to 
speak to all generations through the pages of the Bible. 
 
Titus is a letter that was written around 63 AD by the man that shaped Christianity 
more than any one else outside of Jesus Christ Himself. That man was an apostle 
named Paul. 
 
One of the many individuals that traveled and worked alongside Paul was a young 
Greek named Titus.  Paul and Titus spent time with some new churches on the 
Mediterranean Island of Crete. 
 
Crete was known for immorality and dishonesty. The Greeks even had a verb  kretizo 
which was “to cretanize,” meaning “to double deal and lie.” 
 
Crete was a outrageous place to live as a Christian, but it was right in the middle of 
God’s plan. Paul and Titus worked there but then Paul left for Corinth, Greece. 
 
This book of Titus is his instructions to Titus, written from Corinth, probably carried 
by Zenas and Apollos, two other fellow missionaries. 
 
The book of Titus is really a study in spiritual vision focusing. Titus had a tough job. 
He had to keep the congregations concentrating on the main reason God had them 
there in the first place. For some of them life was becoming fuzzy. 
 
So here’s God’s instructions for keeping spiritual focus. 
 
I. Keeping Focused Means Avoiding Truth Detours 
 
Read vs 9  
 
 



 3 

Paul is very concerned that the local church not become kind of a free-thought 
society, or a debating society where the apostolic teaching is just viewed as one of 
many valid options.  
 
The local church isn't there to debate about the possibility of absolute truth. It is there 
to proclaim what is absolutely true, and so Titus isn’t to engage false teachers and to 
give them their say in the context of the local church. They are to avoid them, and 
then they are to be disciplined and rejected. 
 
This is Paul's concern because the local church is the place that is to carry out the 
great commission. That’s the name we give to some of the final words that Jesus 
spoke to His disciples after His resurrection. 
 
They’re in Matthew 28:19 & 20, “Go therefore and make disciples of all the nations, 
baptizing them in the name of the Father and of the Son and of the Holy Spirit, teaching them 
to observe all things that I have commanded you.” 
 
Jesus said the job of the apostles, and then our job after them, was to teach His truth. 
he didn’t say we’re supposed to debate as to whether the apostles were right or 
wrong, or to argue with the Bible's teaching about salvation by faith and the Christian 
life. In the local church those things are to be proclaimed boldly, not debated and 
disputed as if they were in question. 
 
Now, Paul's approach to this may seem pretty narrow-minded in our culture today. 
We might say, “Well, Paul, you're not giving very much room for different ideas, are 
you?” 
 
Remember this, the point isn’t to silence people who have legitimate questions. God 
says, “If you’ve got questions, bring them on.” god’s not afraid of questions. He 
welcomes truth seekers. 
 
The real point is not to allow views that are in contradiction to God's word and to the 
preaching of the apostles to be swapped back and forth in the local church as if they 
were valid alternatives. 
 
For the people who are trying to figure out this whole “God thing,” questions about 
the origin of the universe, the formation of the earth, the beginning of human life, are 
legitimate questions. 
 
But as we share our end of the discussion, blind chance isn’t an option. Isaiah 42:5  
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says, “Thus says God the LORD, Who created the heavens and stretched them out, Who 
spread forth the earth and that which comes from it, Who gives breath to the people on it, And 
spirit to those who walk on it: I, the LORD, have called You in righteousness, And will hold 
Your hand.” 
 
We can’t negotiate the truth that God created everything. That would be a foolish 
dispute.  
 
So what are some foolish disputes that have captured the church? 
 
In the last 40 years of discussion in the American Church, there have been discussions 
that have been a colossal waste of time.  
 
Like:  Did Jesus have long hair?  Should a Christian’s get a tattoo? Should drums be 
used in worship? Which famous current world figure is the anti-Christ? What day is 
Jesus going to return? Is it wrong to use anything but a King James Version of the 
Bible? 
 
The list could go on and on. 
 
Here’s the problem that God wants us to see, “they are unprofitable and useless.”  They 
keep us sidetracked. 
 
Remember, Jesus disputed points of theology. The apostles debated biblical doctrine. 
They did it when the outcome was crucial to understanding what God was saying in 
His Word. They did it when those things impacted whether people went to heaven or 
not. They disputed when the outcome affected how people were going to live. 
 
They made sure that the things they disputed were profitable and useful. Not useless. 
 
Have you ever had this happen to you? You’re trying to share your faith with 
someone. 
 
Let’s say it’s someone you work with. you’ve been praying that God would open up 
an opportunity to talk to them about spiritual things and it finally happens. 
 
So you begin to share the good news that even though we’re all sinners who deserve 
condemnation, God has sent Christ to be our Savior. 
 
 
 



 5 

You’re in the middle of all that and the person starts asking you questions like, did 
Adam have a belly button and can God make a rock so big he can’t lift it.  Stuff like 
that. 
 
Those are foolish and unprofitable. And it doesn’t take long to begin to pick up on the 
person’s agenda. If we’re not discerning we can get bogged down in questions that 
don’t matter. 
 
It would be like talking to a Jehovah’s Witness and debating whether Christians 
should salute the flag, get blood transfusions, or celebrate Christmas. Jehovah’s 
Witnesses say we shouldn’t do any of those things. 
 
Those are topics you could spend hours studying and keep meeting together and 
debating and in the end they don’t make one bit of eternal difference. 
 
When I’m talking to a Jehovah’s Witness there’s only 2 subjects I discuss. Who is Jesus 
Christ (JW’s say he’s a creation of God & I believe He’s God in the flesh) and How can 
we be forgiven of our sins (I believe the Bible clearly says its by grace through faith, 
not of works. JW’s say by works.) Those are the bottom line issues. 
 
If one of us is wrong on the way of salvation whether you celebrate holidays really 
isn’t going to matter much. 
 
For the person at work who wants to debate foolish questions, that shows that they’re 
really not interested in answers as much as using the questions to dodge the real 
issues. 
 
On the other has when people have genuine questions like, “How can I know the 
Bible is true?’ or “What about the people who have never heard?” or “Why is their 
suffering?” those questions usually aren’t a smokescreen. They’re genuine. 
 
They’re not unprofitable. They’re not useless.  
 
So be careful of smokescreen questions. Smoke in your eyes will blur your vision. 
 
Now in a church, here’s how you deal with a divisive person.  Read 10-11 
 
You know, one of the big mistakes they made in the war crimes trial of Slobodan 
Milosevic was giving him the floor to rant and rave and spew out his ideology.  
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Apparently they’re taking strict precautions to make sure that doesn’t happen with 
Saddam Hussein. 
 
When you give these guys with an agenda the floor it doesn’t bring clarity, it brings 
confusion. 
 
So even though this sounds kind of harsh, the truth is it’s exactly what needs to 
happen. In a church setting a person who’s trying to divide and conquer needs to be 
challenged once. If it looks like there’s hope of seeing change, take a second shot at it.  
 
But under no circumstances, should the church go on and on giving him a platform 
for his destructive agenda. 
 
I. Keeping Focused Means Avoiding Truth Detours 
II. Keeping Focused Means Working Together For The Kingdom 
 
Read 12 
 
Paul wants Titus to be with him at Nicopolis. Nicopolis was an ancient city in NW 
Greece founded by Caesar Augustus to commemorate his victory over Anthony and 
Cleopatra. Paul was going to hang out there during the winter and he wanted Titus to 
come and help out with what ever it was he had going on. 
 
He knows that Titus will be useful for ministry. He knows that being with Titus will 
be encouraging to him. It will lift his spirits, it will enable him to do crucial gospel 
ministry, and so he wants Titus to be there with him.  
 
But notice he doesn't want Titus to leave Crete until there till his replacements show 
up to continue working with the elders in the local congregations 
 
So Paul says come, but not until they're there, Titus. Not until this local church has 
leaders working with the elders. 
 
Paul is so concerned about the need for constant spiritual oversight, because these 
Cretan churches are vulnerable. They were being disturbed from within; they're being 
tugged from without.  
 
They need  care and so do we. We need one another. We need accountability to elders 
in the church. We need people who are challenging us to love and good deeds, and 
who are calling us to live out the Christian life.  
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Paul knew that, and has said it to Titus here at the end of the book. 
 
What does this mean to us? It ought to challenge us to work together to further God’s 
kingdom. We can get so wrapped up in the stuff of life and what we think are our 
needs that we’re almost blind to the needs of others. 
 
Here we are coming up to a Missions Conference in a couple of weeks. We normally 
have it the first two Sundays in November but this year it will be the week of 
November 13-20 because one of our speakers, Bill Scott will be in India just before he 
gets here. 
 
In my mind our Missions Conference ought to be one of the highlights of the year. 
This is amazingly important stuff. We’re hearing from our missionaries. We’re 
cleaning off our self-centered glasses so we can get a snapshot of the needs of the 
world.  
 
But as always, all of us have all sorts of things going on in our lives. All sorts of 
pressures. All sorts of priorities. All sorts of demands. All sorts of issues. All sorts of 
struggles. 
 
We could think about those things all day long. We could think about our needs, we 
could think about our challenges, we could think about our this and our that. 
 
But the Bible challenges us, Immerse yourself in the work of missions. Throw yourself 
into the the work of the church. Make sure that missionaries going out have every 
thing they need to get the job done.  
 
Work together for God’s kingdom.  
 
Read vs 13 
 
Apollos, who’s described in Acts 18, as a Jew, born at Alexandria, an eloquent man 
and mighty in the Scriptures. The other place he’s mentioned is I Corinthians and 
from what we’re told there he was apparently very influential in early Christianity. 
 
Zenas has two distinctions. First, he’s only mentioned here, and 2nd he’s the only 
lawyer (as we would think of a lawyer) mentioned in the New Testament. 
 
The point is that Paul’s got this network of believers working together. That network 
included everyone from lawyers to high profile leaders, to average believers.  
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Turn to Romans 16  PG 1011   
 
Read vs 1-2   
 
In this last chapter of Romans Paul mentions 27 people. We’re not going to 
specifically identify every one, but look how he starts. Here’s Phoebe. This is the only 
time she’s mentioned so this is all we know about her.  
 
She’s got a servant’s heart. She comes from Cenchrea (which was the eastern harbor 
of Corinth). And Paul’s commending her because she’s showing up in Rome carrying 
this letter to the Romans. 
 
Now,  you have to understand, Paul’s letter to the Romans is the greatest theological 
treatise in the NT.  
 
One commentator writes, “Phoebe carried under the folds of her robe the whole 
future of Christian theology. 
 
Donald Grey Barnhouse, the man who led Marty Ansel to the Lord 55 years ago at Pt. 
Breeze Church in Pittsburgh wrote, “Never was there a greater burden carried by 
such tender hands.The theological history of the church through the centuries was in 
the manuscript which she brought with her. The protestant reformation was in her 
luggage. The blessing of the multitudes of our day was carried in those parchments.” 
 
William Newl, in his commentary writes, “It should humble the pride of some of us 
to find Phoebe carrying this mighty foundational epistle of the Gospel of God, more 
important than the Law of Moses, to the center of the Gentile world.” 
 
Think about this. Romans is a detailed exposition of the eternal Gospel of God. It lays 
out the legal, historical, theological basis for the saving work of Christ at the cross. 
 
Now compare that with the 10 commandments. The Gospel is eternal, the 
commandments were temporary. The Gospel brings salvation and makes us part of 
God’s family. The commandments couldn’t give salvation, they could only condemn. 
 
 
And yet, God went through the process of choosing Moses, protecting him from the 
command of Pharaoh to kill the Jewish babies, refining him 40 years in the desert, and 
then giving him the commandments written on stone by the finger of God. 
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There was lighting, smoke, fear and dread surrounding Mt. Sinai at the giving of the 
commandments. All that for something temporary. 
 
But when God wanted to carry the eternal Gospel He sent a humble woman to Rome 
carrying fragile parchments, hand written by Paul. 
 
That’s so mind blowing. 
 
But Phoebe wasn’t the only one Paul mentions. Read 3-15 
 
These were focused people, working together for the kingdom of God. 
 
I. Keeping Focused Means Avoiding Truth Detours 
II. Keeping Focused Means Working Together For The Kingdom 
III. Keeping Focused Means Being Used By God 
 
Back to Titus 3 
 
Read vs 14 
 
You know, back in verse 9 where he's talking about going down rabbit trails with 
foolish disputes, you know the worst thing he ways about them? It's this: that "foolish 
controversies and genealogies and strife and disputes about the Law...are 
unprofitable and worthless."  
 
They don’t produce fruit in anyone’s life. 
 
Keeping focused means just the opposite. Keeping focused means making the main 
thing, the main thing. 
 
The main thing is that God created us, we rebelled, and God sent His Son Jesus to pay 
for our sins. 
 
That’s the main thing. There’s all kinds of other things, but that’s the main thing. 
 
Years ago, when I was a student a Capital Seminary, I saw an ad in the paper for 
some theological books for sale. Sandy and I lived hand to mouth in those days and I 
was always looking for a way to be able to buy good books for cheap. 
 
I called the number and ended up going to a high dollar suburb of Washington to a 
guys home. He had been a seminary student himself years before that but had gone 
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on to study psychology and basically abandoning his biblical foundation. 
 
He had long since packed up his theology books and now he was selling them off.  
 
I’ll never forget sitting in his living room as he opened these stacks of boxes and went 
through them.  
 
As he began to pull out books he’d get kind of a wistful look on his face as he thought 
about studying God’s truth. He said, “I remember this book. I remember when I 
studied this.” And then suddenly he just turned to me, dropped the memories of his 
study of the truth, and named his price. 
 
Basically what he said to me at that point was, “I used to believe this Bible stuff, but 
I’m too smart for that now.” 
 
I didn’t have any money. It was all we could do to come up with the money to buy 
his books. But I looked around at his nice house and all his stuff, he had a good 
paying job, and then i looked at the emptiness in his eyes and I though, “It’s not 
worth it. Nothing’s worth setting aside God’s truth for.” 
 
The main thing is God and His glory. The main thing is the worship of the living God. 
It’s what we were created for, and it’s what the world needs to hear about. 
 
So, Paul writes, “let our people also learn to maintain good works, to meet urgent needs, that 
they may not be unfruitful.” 
 
“Let Christians learn to be productive in the kingdom of God.” It’s all about (Titus 
2:5) that the word of God may not be blasphemed. Verse 10 It’s about adorning the doctrine 
of God our Savior in all things. 
 
It’s about good works (3:8) being good and profitable to men. 
 
It’s so easy to get sidetracked in life, isn’t it? It’s so easy to be derailed. It’s so easy to 
get caught up with our own interests until they replace God’s interests entirely. It’s so 
easy to become unfruitful. 
 
That’s why we need our vision corrected. If your life were an eye chart, where do you 
suppose the focus would be? In other words, if you are going to take a picture of what 
best represented what your life is characterized about, what would the picture be?  
Would the picture be of... ...you, ...money, ...your kids, ...some addiction, ...some 
possession, ...another person? 
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Well, just like we would close out a letter with a salutation, that’s what Paul does.  
Read vs 15 
 
Here’s one last thing. All Scripture is given by inspiration of God, and is profitable, 
even the personal words of the writers.  
 
You see it here in verse 15. It's in this benediction, in the little word of blessing that 
Paul speaks at the end of this book: "Grace be with you all."  
 
God is reminding us there that God's powerful, prevailing, unmerited favor_His 
grace_is absolutely essential for the Christian life.  
 
His last word of blessing reminds us of the centrality and the necessity of grace in our 
personal growth, in our growth as a congregation, as a body...and so if you think 
about it there’s no more powerful blessing Paul could have pronounced.  
 
He's saying, 'Grace be with you all." God's personal favor be towards you; God's 
unmerited pardon be pronounced on you. God's strengthening power be in you, to 
grow you up in grace. Grace be with you all.'  
 
Living for God is a life of grace. He wants the congregation to be fruitful, but if 
they're going to be fruitful they're going to need grace, and so he pronounces grace. 
 
Are you living a “fruitful” life or one that is unprofitable and useless? Everything 
from the world, to the flesh, to the Devil seem to be at work blurring our vision and 
clouding our sense of direction. 
 
God is challenging us to let Him sharpen our focus so that we keep the main thing the 
main thing. Where do your passions, desires, and priorities converge? 

 


