
 
When Voting Isn’t Political 

 
My first “date” was a hayride on Saturday, October 27, 1962. Linda Walbert invited me. 
We were 14 years old. Now you might be thinking, “Wow Ed, that must have made a 
deep impression for you to remember the exact calendar day.” 
 
Well, the reason I could remember it was, it was at the height of the Cuban Missile Crisis. 
On October 14 a US U-2 spy plane took pictures clearly showing sites for ballistic 
nuclear missiles under construction by the Russians 90 miles off our shore in Cuba 
 
The US announced a blockade to prevent missiles from being delivered to Cuba, 
demanded that the Soviets dismantle the missile bases already under construction, and 
return all offensive weapons to the USSR.  
 
Nikita Khrushchev labeled the US blockade an act of aggression. On that same Saturday 
a U2 was shot down by a Soviet missile crew. I’ll always remember that night because 
it’s the closest we ever came to a nuclear war with the Soviet Union. 
 
What we were told was President Kennedy stood up to Khrushchev and Khrushchev 
blinked. The Soviets dismantled their offensive weapons in Cuba and returned them to 
the Soviet Union. 
 
That was the official US government line that I grew up believing. That’s what the press 
was told and that’s what they reported. 
 
It was many years later when the truth came out. Khrushchev didn’t blink at all. He 
demanded that the US dismantle the ballistic missiles that we deployed in Turkey and 
Italy. 
 
Kennedy and Khrushchev made a deal. Both got what they wanted. The only caveat was 
the US demand that the Soviets not tell anybody about the agreement so that the US 
looked like the tough guys. 
 
What that shows is 2 things. First, the government doesn’t always give us the straight 
scoop and number 2, the press doesn’t always get things right.  
 
Nine days from now we’ll finally have an election. It seems like this one’s been going on 
for 4 years! My greatest fear is that on November 7th they’ll start talking about 2016! 
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But we’re coming up to an election. Some have called the most important election of our 
lifetime. I don’t know about that. One commentator wrote, “Thus the assumption, on the 
left and right alike, that every presidential election is the most important in our lifetime 
— except for the next one, which will be more important still.” 
 
Actually I believe every election has significance and that significance is more than 
political. 
 
I have my own political views. I know who I’m going to vote for, there’s not a bit of 
question in my mind. But, I also know something else without question. In the end 
politics will never save the world. There’s only one ruler who can bring peace and 
prosperity and that’s the King of Kings and Lord of Lords, King Jesus. 
 
Our last 2 messages explored what the Bible says about the future of our world. It’s under 
the rulership and authority of Christ that there’ll be true peace on earth and goodwill 
toward men. 
 
But what about this age? Does our choice of leaders and policies really make any 
difference? I believe it can. And because the government and the press don’t always get 
things straight I believe that it’s incumbent upon us to vote wisely and to find out the 
facts. 
 
On the one hand we want to work for kingdom principles and spread kingdom truth and 
on the other we want to take advantage of the tremendous freedom that we have to 
actually influence the future of our county by voting. 
 
Sometimes voting isn’t political at all. Sometimes there is a true spiritual dimension to 
our vote. 
 
Now, I fully realize that no matter what I say this morning I’m going to have some people 
upset with me. 
 
There are some people who get annoyed because I don’t bring up political issues from the 
pulpit.  
 
There are others who get offended if I even mention a topic like voting or concern for an 
issue. To them that’s using the pulpit to promote political agendas. 
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We actually had someone decide we were too political because we allowed the election 
board to use our building as a poling place! 
 
If I say I’m against gay marriage some will consider it hate speech. If I don’t slam dunk 
homosexuals some will say I’m too soft on sin. 
 
But I’m really not here to please people. I don’t want to be purposely offensive but I 
wouldn’t be true to God’s calling on my life if I didn’t speak to things that I believe are 
dear to God’s heart. 
 
I. The Bible Speaks To Issues Of Government 
 
Turn to Romans 13  page  1115 
 
The Book of Romans is actually a letter from an apostle to a church located in the capital 
of the Roman Empire. Rome ruled the world at this time. Caesar’s palace and the Roman 
senate were located here. Rome was the most important city in the world politically.  
 
Originally Rome was a democracy but by the time of the New Testament Rome was a 
dictatorship ruled by Caesar and the Senate. There were no elections. People had no say 
in their government. 
 
But look what the Bible says to citizens of Rome who had trusted Christ as Savior.  
 
Read verses 1-7 
 
Whether you live in Havana Cuba, Beijing China, or Crofton Maryland, obey the law and 
pay your taxes because it’s the right thing to do. God has ordained human government to 
keep law and order. 
 
In fact, listen to this, Therefore I exhort first of all that supplications, prayers, 
intercessions, and giving of thanks be made for all men, for kings and all who are in 
authority, that we may lead a quiet and peaceable life in all godliness and reverence. For 
this is good and acceptable in the sight of God our Savior. (I Timothy 2:1-3) 
 
Our job isn’t to act as self-appointed critics of our government. It certainly isn’t to tell 
jokes about a president or politicians we don’t agree with. Our assignment from God is to 
pray.  
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And at the time this was written Nero was Emperor of Rome. After the great fire, Nero 
blamed the Christians and tortured and murdered them by the thousands. He had them 
thrown to packs of wild dogs to be ripped apart, he crucified them, and most despicable 
of all Nero had Christians dipped in pitch and burned alive to light his garden parties. 
 
Not exactly the kind of guy you want for your king. But the Bible commanded Christians 
to pray for him! 
 
The only time Christians are to disobey their government is when they are forced to do 
something they know is completely opposite to God’s will. And even then, they’re to 
accept the punishment that the state meets out. 
 
I. The Bible Speaks To Issues Of Government 
II. We Have A Unique Opportunity The New Testament Writers Did Not Have 
 
We have an ability that no New Testament writer could have even dreamed of. There are 
hundreds of nations in the world today. Only a fraction of those nations are democracies 
or constitutional monarchies. 
 
Many nations are monarchies, in which one family controls the government; military 
dictatorships, in which a leader and his army control the government by force; or  
Communist states, in which only one political party is allowed to have power and 
representation. 
 
If those nations have elections at all, they are usually a sham. In reality the people don’t 
get to choose their leaders. 
 
We have a constitution the guarantees us the right to vote. We have a voice in the 
direction of our country.  
 
Now think about the responsibility that puts on us. The Bible says, The Most High God 
rules in the kingdom of men, and appoints over it whomever He chooses. (Daniel 5:21) 
 
For the kingdom is the LORD’S, And He rules over the nations. (Psalm 22:8) 
 
The LORD has established His throne in heaven, And His kingdom rules over all. (Psalm 
103:19) 
 
Our prayer is, Your kingdom come. Your will be done on earth as it is in heaven. 
(Matthew 6:10) 
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If we have input into our government then we should be guided by biblical principles. 
Not that we’re going to reform the world and bring the kingdom of God to earth but we 
should certainly be thinking and acting with kingdom principles in mind. 
 
Here’s the words of David, the greatest king to ever rule Israel. The Rock of Israel spoke 
to me: “He who rules over men must be just, ruling in the fear of God.” (II Samuel 23:3) 
 
Even a cursory reading of the Bible shows that God cares about widows, orphans, justice, 
equality, truth, honesty, families, marriage and morality.  
 
When we exercise our right to vote, the values of God should guide us. 
 
I. The Bible Speaks To Issues Of Government 
II. We Have A Unique Opportunity The New Testament Writers Did Not Have 
III. Moral Issues Don’t Cease To Be Moral When They’re Put On A Ballot 
 
Years ago I heard a statement that I thought really summed up where we are as a culture: 
We tend to politicize morality and moralize politics. 
 
Both parties present their political agenda as the moral choice. Then we take moral issues 
like redefining marriage or abortion and make them political issues. 
 
Just because a moral issue comes through the courts doesn’t somehow change it from 
moral to political.  
 
I know there’s lots of debate about the faith of our Founding Fathers but it’s obvious that 
their morality and their ethics were deeply woven into the politics of their day.  Their 
politics were based on their morality.  The ideas expressed in our Declaration of 
Independence and the Constitution came more from the Bible than any other source. 
 
There are 2 ballot questions coming up in Maryland that have generated a lot of 
questions. In fact, I can’t remember ever having as many people ask me about issues as 
they have about Questions 6 and 7.  
 
Now I’m not a conspiracy theorist. I believe Islamic terrorists attacked the Pentagon and 
the World Trade center buildings and there’s no little green man on ice in Roswell. But 
remember, we don’t always get the real deal from our government. The whole Benghazi 
scandal reinforces that. Both parties at times have put out their version of truth for 
political reasons. 
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The press usually tows the party line. So where do we get the facts?  
 
Well, let me ask you, how do we know the way of salvation? We go to the Bible, and 
there we’re told something that goes against our human instinct. 
 
We think, “Be good and get to heaven.” The Bible says you can’t be that good! It says 
we’re all sinners but the Son of God paid for our sin at the cross.  It says, For by grace 
you have been saved through faith, and that not of yourselves; it is the gift of God, not of 
works, lest anyone should boast. (Ephesians 2:8,9) 
 
We need the Bible to tell us God’s truth. We won’t figure it out on our own. 
 
We need the Bible to tell us God’s way of greatness. We think, “I’m great if I’m the boss. 
I need to be in control. Life revolves around me.” The Bible says just the opposite. But 
Jesus called them to Himself and said, “You know that the rulers of the Gentiles lord it 
over them, and those who are great exercise authority over them. Yet it shall not be so 
among you; but whoever desires to become great among you, let him be your servant. 
And whoever desires to be first among you, let him be your slave--just as the Son of Man 
did not come to be served, but to serve, and to give His life a ransom for many.” 
(Matthew 20:25-28) 
 
We wouldn’t know that without the Bible. 
 
Then you come to a question like The Civil Marriage Protection Act that we’ll be voting 
on.  
 
We’re told that this is just an issue of equality. We need to allow gay and lesbian couples 
to get married. Why would we withhold marriage from our fellow American citizens?  
 
How do we figure that one out? We’re a country founded on individual liberties. No one 
wants to be accused of pushing their beliefs on others. It makes human sense to vote 
“Yes” on question 6. 
 
But just like the way of salvation and the way to live by God’s principles we need the 
Bible to direct us. And here’s the question, “Does the Bible speak to the issue of 
marriage?” 
 
Turn to Genesis chapter 2  page 2 
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The Hebrew title for the book of Genesis is tyvarb. It means “In the beginning.” 
Genesis gives us the origins of the earth, human beings, and marriage. 
 
If you can understand where and why things came into being you can understand their 
nature and purpose. 
 
And so we find in Genesis that this planet was created by God therefore we should be 
environmentally wise as we live here. We’re stewards and we’re responsible to God for 
how we carry out that stewardship. 
 
We find out that people are created in the image of God. Therefore human life is sacred 
and should be treated with the utmost respect. 
 
How about marriage?  
 
Read verses 18-24 
 
We don’t define marriage by whatever our culture decides.  God is the designer and 
definer of marriage. The companion He designed for Adam was a woman. 
 
God had multiple purposes for this union. He would tell them “Be fruitful and multiply,” 
so it’s clear that His intention involves 2 people of the opposite sex so they can bear 
children. 
 
God makes Adam from the dust of the ground, but He fashions the woman from Adam. 
The imagery is significant.  God joins them together in a relationship He defines as “one 
flesh.” 
 
Nowhere in the Bible are 2 people of the same gender ever called “one flesh.” In fact, 
biblically the solidifying of the one flesh comes through the sexual union of a man and a 
woman. 
 
That union, that oneness, is further described this way… (Christians) are members of His 
body, of His flesh and of His bones. “For this reason a man shall leave his father and 
mother and be joined to his wife, and the two shall become one flesh.” This is a great 
mystery, but I speak concerning Christ and the church. (Ephesians 5:30-32) 
All of this crucial imagery falls apart if we redefine marriage. 
 
As much as we are to respect everyone (and remember, God loves this world) it’s not up 
to us to redefine marriage on the basis of what we think is fair. 
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We don’t redefine the way to heaven based on what we think is fair. We don’t redefine 
the principles for living based on what we think is fair. And we don’t redefine marriage 
based on what we think is fair. 
 
If 2 people of the same sex choose to commit themselves in a union, that’s their choice. I 
may not agree with that, but that’s their choice. My calling in life is not to go around 
enforce my beliefs on others. That’s what the Taliban does! 
 
But when I have the opportunity to let my voice be heard on a moral issue, I would be 
spiritually remiss if I didn’t use that opportunity to uphold God’s truth. 
 
God clearly and unequivocally defines marriage as a covenant between a man and a 
woman. If we choose to change that definition to a union between 2 people who love 
each other no matter their gender then we have opened the floodgates to who knows 
what. 
 
The gay activists say that’s a red herring. It’s specifically between 2 and only 2 people. 
The problem is, the polygamists are already in court arguing that to limit marriage to 2 is 
unfair. Who are you to say it’s only 2? That’s not loving. That’s not inclusive. 
 
If we redefine marriage everything changes. The biblical principles we teach our children 
will be undermined in blatant and dramatic ways. People ask, “How would gay marriage 
negatively effect your family?” 
 
David and Tonia Parker know. They live in Massachusetts, a state with same-sex 
marriage. They objected when the school that their young son attended began teaching 
second graders about gay marriage. Actually numerous parents were opposed to their 
children being instructed using a book called King & King, the story of a prince who 
"marries" another prince and lives happily ever after.  
  
A group of concerned parents asked that they be notified in advance so they could opt 
their children out of class for this instruction. School officials refused. The Parkers and 
other parents sued to assert their parental rights. 
 
The first District Court of Appeals ruled that parents were not entitled to notification 
about this instruction, nor did they have any opt-out right to remove their children from 
class. 
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That’s just the tip of the iceberg. See, sometimes voting isn’t political at all. Sometimes 
it’s clearly a moral choice to seek to honor God.  
 
Because it is a moral issue and because I have the right to engage that moral issue by 
casting a ballot, I’m voting “no” on question 6. 
 
Maryland already has Domestic Partnership Laws that cover same-sex couples. We 
cannot, we must not, undermine God’s definition of marriage. 
 
The other moral issue I’ve been repeatedly asked about is ballot question 7. Once again, I 
believe there’s a spiritual question that far outweighs any political considerations. 
Question 7 expands gambling in Maryland.  
 
I’ll leave the politics to you to figure out. Last time we voted on a gaming issue we were 
told that revenues would fund firefighters and police. Now we have commercials with 
little children with sad faces because they don’t have enough money for schools and 
gambling will supposedly fund education. 
 
I believe the record is clear where the money really goes. 
 
But there’s a deeper spiritual question about expanding gambling in our state. 
 
I’ve heard people say gambling isn’t prohibited in the Bible so it must be OK. Smoking 
crack isn’t mentioned in the Bible either but we don’t simply say it must be OK with 
God. We recognize that there are biblical principles that shape our lives. 
 
Again, we’re not going out and forcing people to do what’s right but if we have the 
privilege to vote and there’s a moral issue on the ballot, we would be failing in our 
responsibility if we don’t vote according to God’s principles. 
 
Casinos and lotteries promise fun and excitement. So does a movie or a ride at 6 Flags. 
The difference is the payoff. Gambling’s appeal is rooted in the promise of money. 
People gamble to try to win money. People build gambling casinos to make money. As I 
told my kids while we were driving down the strip in Las Vegas with all of the massive 
casinos, “They don’t build these things cause they’re giving money away.”  
 
Here’s what the Bible says, He who loves silver will not be satisfied with silver; nor he 
who loves abundance, with increase. This also is vanity. (Ecclesiastes 5:10) 
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Turn to I Timothy chapter 6   page 1166 
 
Gambling has the lure of being able to strike it rich. But here’s the biblical warning: 
Read verses 6-10 
 
Americans lost $72 billion gambling last year. How much of that was taken away from 
families and children?  
 
The Justice Department website says 20 percent or more of compulsive gamblers are 
forced to file bankruptcy because of their losses, and upwards of 90 percent use their 
credit cards to gamble. The National Council on Problem Gambling says the average 
gambling debt of those who called their hotline in 2010 was $43,800. 
 
That sounds like a moral issue to me. 
 
I have a close friend who inherited a home so he had no mortgage. One day a sheriff 
shows up and nails an auction notice on the front door. His wife though there had been a 
mistake. Actually there was no mistake. The husband had lost thousands gambling and 
the couple, along with their children had to move out and try to start over. 
 
For those who would say gambling isn’t a moral issue I’d say talk to this guy’s wife and 
kids. It’s definitely a moral issue for them. 
 
If you vote against question 7 will it end gambling in Maryland? Not by a long shot.  Will 
it curtail some gambling by not expanding what already exists? Yes. Will it possible give 
a family a chance to go in a different direction? We can pray that it does. 
 
I’m voting “no” on question 7. 
 
 
Now politics can be a dirty business. Some of the things that go on in political campaigns 
are discouraging for all of us. My calling as a pastor is to preach and teach spiritual truth 
not political rhetoric.  
 
My calling as a Christian is to serve people by serving God. It’s to promote God’s truth. 
Today we’ve talked about 2 moral issues that intersect with politics.  
 
But if there were one thing I could leave you with it would be this. All the laws we could 
pass, all the moral issues we could promote won’t change people’s hearts. 
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John Adams, our nation’s second president made a profound observation. He said, “Our 
Constitution was made only for a moral and religious people. It is wholly inadequate to 
the government of any other.” 
 
All through the Bible God challenged His people to live lives of morality and 
commitment to Him. And time and time again He allowed them to suffer inept and 
immoral leadership and even foreign invasion to try to bring them back to Himself. 
 
And so I wonder as we look at our nation with all of its challenges and troubles, is God 
speaking to us as a community of believers here today? Is He challenging us to get our 
own personal lives in order? 
 
Sometimes it’s easier for us to pass judgment on others with whom we disagree than to 
be honest with God about our own failures. 
 
The Bible says, For the time has come for judgment to begin at the house of God. (I Peter 
4:17) 
 
Before we step into the voting booth on November 6th let’s do some preparatory work. 
Let’s humble ourselves before the mighty hand of God. 
 


