
 
Why? 

Why Didn’t God Answer My Prayer? 
 
I think that sometimes we do our kids a disservice by the way we teach them the Bible in 
our churches. Not that we don’t have good intentions and not that we don’t teach them 
important truths, but if we’re not careful, the way we go about things can set them up to 
become disappointed as they grow older and experience life. 
 
Here’s what I mean. Think about the way we present Bible stories and characters to 
young children. There are so many great heroes of the faith in the Bible and we love to 
tell their stories.  
 
So we tell young children how David killed Goliath with a sling and a stone, how the 3 
Hebrew children stood up against Nebuchadnezzar and survived the fiery furnace. We 
tell them how Noah and his family obeyed God and were delivered through the flood, 
how Joseph became second in command in Egypt and saved the nation and his family, 
how Moses led the people through the Red Sea, and how Joshua brought down the walls 
of Jericho.  
 
Obviously these are heroes of the faith and it’s important for the next generation to know 
how God used them. Our kids should grow up with a sense of awe and wonder at God’s 
power.  
Our kids should grow up with the understanding that God can do amazing things when 
His people are yielded to Him. 
 
But if we only talk about the successes, if we only talk about the answered prayers, if we 
only talk about how God got people out of tough situations, we’re setting our kids up for 
a real let down because that’s not how life works.  
 
It didn’t work that way for the people in the Bible and it doesn’t work that way for us. 
God doesn’t smooth our lives out so that we just glide on through. Life can be tough.  
 
God doesn’t deliver us from every fiery trial. He doesn’t eliminate every painful 
situation. And He doesn’t answer every prayer the way we think we want Him to. 
 
When children grow up only hearing one side of the story they end up with a distorted 
view of what it means to live a life walking with God. 
 
The Bible gives us the big story. The plot goes this way: Humans rebel, consequences 
come crashing in, God executes His plan of redemption, and ultimately God establishes 
His eternal kingdom. 
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That’s the big plot, the big story. But there’s a supporting cast of thousands of people and 
hundreds of subplots. We see the lives of the people in the Bible in a completely 
unvarnished way. We see their successes and we see their failures.  
 
We see them when life was smooth sailing and we see them in the middle of the storms. 
We see some that God delivered and some that faced suffering and death. 
 
God doesn’t change. The big story doesn’t change. But the individual stories are as varied 
as there are numbers of people. 
 
Unfortunately, when it comes to the story our human tendency is to put the wrong person 
in the starring role. We think we should be there. 
 
The Bible says this about God: For by Him all things were created that are in heaven and 
that are on earth, visible and invisible, whether thrones or dominions or principalities or 
powers. All things were created through Him and for Him. (Colossians 1:16) 
 
God is the main character. Not us. We’re way down in the credits. We’re like the Key 
Gip or something. Wardrobe van driver! We’re part of the story but we’re not even close 
to being the center of the story. 
 
When we miscast ourselves as the center, you can see how confused we could get when 
we sincerely pray about something and God doesn’t answer the way we wanted Him to. 
 
There’s a web site called exchristian.net. The masthead says, The ExChristian.Net blog 
exists for the express purpose of encouraging those who have decided to leave 
Christianity behind. 
 
In one of the articles someone named Mriana writes this: I realize many Christians who 
visit this site will insist that prayer really works, especially if you have enough faith, but 
that simply is not true. It truly is a roll of the dice. A form of gambling, because with or 
without prayer, one has a 50-50 chance of whatever. 
 
She goes on to say, “Either it’s going to happen or it’s not. Your prayer had nothing to do 
with the outcome.” 
 
Another web site article says this: 
 
Jesus' message in the Bible is so clear and simple. God answers prayers. However, 
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when you  
 
look at the world around you, you find that things are not like that at all. You find 
yourself surrounded by contradictions:  

• God never answers the prayers of amputees. If he did, we would see amputated limbs 
spontaneously regenerating every day.  

• God never moves mountains -- if he did, we would see mountains moving around all the 
time.  

• God never answers impossible prayers -- if he did, people would be flying through the air 
like superman on a regular basis.  

• God never answers prayers that break the laws of nature -- if he did, then scientific 
equations and computer models would have to take God's random antics into account.  

• God never answers prayers that break the laws of probability -- if he did, then every 
believer would be rich and Las Vegas could not exist.  

• When two people pray opposite one another, obviously someone's prayer will go 
unanswered. If a million people pray for the same thing but only one can have it (e.g. - 
winning the lottery), then by definition 999,999 people will have their prayers 
unanswered.  

• God doesn't answer medical prayers -- otherwise the U.S. would not need to spend $2 
trillion a year on health care.  

• God doesn't answer prayers to avert natural disasters -- if he did, hurricanes would not 
hit the U.S.  

So let's agree on this point -- God does not answer prayers. 

Let me just say this, if you’re praying to win at blackjack or the lottery, if your praying 
that you could fly, if you’re praying that the Rockies could be moved to Maryland 
because we don’t have any real mountains around here, there’s a reason why your prayers 
aren’t being answered. 

So what is the real deal with prayer? What if we’re not praying to cash in on the slots or 
to be able to run faster than a speeding bullet or jump tall buildings with a single bound? 
What if we’re praying for a sick child or protection for a missionary or the salvation of 
someone we love? What if we’re praying for good stuff that would fit in with the 
character of the God we read about in the Bible? Why didn’t God answer my prayer? 

I. Even Godly People Ask, Why?   
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Turn to Habakkuk 1 page  921 
 
Habakkuk was a Jewish prophet who lived around 600 BC. He was a man chosen by God 
to bring a message to Israel. Israel, or more specifically Judah at this point, is coming 
apart at the seams. 
 
The people had become so enmeshed with the paganism around them that they had 
become worshippers of false gods and they’d just gone down hill morally. This was a sad 
time for the nation. 
 
So Habakkuk, who is a godly man, cries out to God.  
 
Read verses 1-4 
 
Habakkuk says, “God how long is this going to go on? I’ve been praying and crying out 
to you and it’s like you won’t hear me. Go why aren’t you answering my prayers?” 
 
Obviously Habakkuk didn’t just come up with this prayer last night. This was something 
that’s been on his heart for a long time. This is something he’s been continually praying 
about. Calling out to God about. Crying out to God for. 
 
“God where’s your answer? When are you going to do something?” 

 
Have you ever felt like that? “God, how long is this going to go on? How long am I going 
to have to keep praying before I see Your answer to this thing that’s such a burden in my 
life?” 
 
Sometimes our prayer can be really intense. Jesus prayed in the Garden of Gethsemane 
before He went to the cross. He understood what it was going to mean for Him to become 
sin for us. The holy One who was pure and undefiled was going to take on Himself every 
vile and wicked, evil that had been committed and would be committed in this world. 
 
That prayer was so intense that Luke, who was a medical doctor, records this: And being 
in agony, He prayed more earnestly. Then His sweat became like great drops of blood 
falling down to the ground. (Luke 22:44) This was intense. In fact it’s probably the most 
intense prayer ever prayed by the godliest man who ever lived. 
 
Here’s the prayer. Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me. (Luke 22:42) 
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What was the answer? The cup of suffering wasn’t taken away because it wasn’t the 
Father’s will. 
 
Later an apostle of Christ named Paul would pray about a physical problem he had. Paul 
was a godly man. He was a servant of Jesus Christ that God used to start churches all 
over the Roman Empire. 
 
Listen to this… And lest I should be exalted above measure by the abundance of the 
revelations, a thorn in the flesh was given to me, a messenger of Satan to buffet me, lest I 
be exalted above measure. 
 
Concerning this thing I pleaded with the Lord three times that it might depart from me. 
And He said to me, “My grace is sufficient for you, for My strength is made perfect in 
weakness.” (II Corinthians 12:7-9) 
 
Paul cried out to God. Whatever this thing was, it was some kind of debilitating burden 
and so he pleaded with God to remove it. The word translated “pleaded,” parakaleo, is 
also translated, “beg,” “implore,” “beseech.” 
 
This was an intense prayer but God didn’t remove the cause of Paul’s pain. 
 
God doesn’t always answer our prayers the way we think we’d like Him to. That can 
cause us to begin to wonder, “Why?” 
 
I. Even Godly People Ask, Why? 
II. There Are Reasons Why God Doesn’t Fulfill Our Requests  
 
A. God knows considerably more than we do 
 
When Jesus prayed Father, if it is Your will, take this cup away from Me, He added 
something very important. He said, Nevertheless not My will, but Yours, be done. 
As hard as it was for the man Jesus to face the cross it was the Father’s will and He 
submitted Himself to that. In other words, Jesus knew that there was something much 
more important than His personal comfort.  
 
The Bible says that right now we see through a glass, darkly. (I Corinthians 13:12) The 
NIV translates it, Now we see but a poor reflection as in a mirror; then we shall see face 
to face. Now I know in part; then I shall know fully, even as I am fully known. 
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Right now we don’t see all that God has planed or all that He’s doing. We see a distorted 
image, a poor reflection. That means that what we think God should do might be very 
different than what God has purposed to do. 
 
So we become very focused on our narrow field of vision and wonder why God isn’t 
responding the way we asked Him to. 
 
I have two little grand daughters. Clementine is 4 and Olive is 2. Clem is pretty good 
about cooperating but Olive is the stereotypical 2 year old. She doesn’t want to take a 
nap, she wants to eat popsicles for breakfast, she doesn’t think she needs a coat when it’s 
30 degrees out, and she’s of the very strong opinion that she should be allowed to walk 
across busy parking lots without holding my hand.  
 
Olive can be very clear about what she wants. She’s not bashful about asking. And of 
course, since I love her to pieces I give her whatever she thinks she wants, right? 
 
If I deem her request as in her best interest I say, “Yes.” I say, “Yes,” and she’s happy. 
But I know a lot more about what’s good for her and what’s bad for her than she does. So 
many times I don’t give her what she’s asking for. 
 
Obviously I can’t expect her to always understand why I’m not giving her what she 
thinks she wants. In fact she seldom understands. 
 
Now listen. If that’s true between a 2 year old and her grandfather, how much more is it 
true between us and the eternal God? 
 
The Bible says, Before the mountains were brought forth, Or ever You had formed the 
earth and the world, Even from everlasting to everlasting, You are God. (Psalm 90:2) 
 
God lives outside of time. From as far back as you want to go to as far forward as you 
want to go, God’s there and He knows all. There’s no past, present, or future with God. 
He just is. 
 
In Revelation 22:13 in almost the last verse in the whole Bible, Jesus says, I am the Alpha 
and the Omega, the Beginning and the End, the First and the Last. Do you think He 
might have just a little bit better handle on what’s best for our lives than we do? 
 
So one reason that God doesn’t answer the way we think He should is because He has a 
different plan.  
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B. Another reason is because of the wrong ways we’ve been living life 
 
Turn to I Peter 3     page 1190 
 
The beginning of I Peter 3 speaks to wives and husbands to instruct them in how to 
respond to each other. The real test of our spiritual life isn’t how we act here on a Sunday 
morning. It’s how we treat others the rest of the week. And the ultimate test is how we 
respond to our family. Our family gets to know us as we really are. 
 
In verses 1-6 it says wives are to be godly, they’re to have a submissive spirit that 
demonstrates the character of Christ. Then… 
 
Read verse 7 
 
The Good News Translation puts that verse this way: In the same way you husbands must 
live with your wives with the proper understanding that they are more delicate than you. 
Treat them with respect, because they also will receive, together with you, God's gift of 
life. Do this so that nothing will interfere with your prayers. 
 
I translate that “Guys, treat your wife like fine china.” But follow this now. You’re both 
on equal footing when it comes to the cross so make sure you’re relationship is right or 
your prayers may go unanswered. Your prayers may be affected. 
 
How we live, impacts our prayers. 
 
Read verse 8-9 
 
Now Peter is broadening this out to how we treat one another. It’s not just husbands and 
wives but it’s how we treat each other too. God cares about how we treat each other.  
 
And here comes the prayer thing again.  
 
Read verse 12 
 
If we don’t treat others the way God has treated us God’s not going to be open to our 
prayers. 
 
How about this one? Proverbs 28:9  One who turns away his ear from hearing the law, 
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Even his prayer is an abomination. Psalm 66:18 says,  If I regard iniquity in my heart, 
The Lord will not hear. 
 
If I reject God’s commandments, if I don’t deal with sin in my life, God’s under no 
obligation to listen to my prayers. He can if He chooses to but His promises about 
hearing our prayers are nullified if we’re living a life that’s in rebellion to Him. 
 
A. God knows considerably more than we do 
B. A life of disobedience hinders prayer 
C. Wrong motives hamper our prayers 
 
The Bible says, You do not have because you do not ask. God wants His children to ask. 
Prayer is about asking. One of the reasons God wants us to pray is because prayer is an 
acknowledgement that we’re depending on God. 
 
But the next verse says this, You ask and do not receive, because you ask amiss, that you 
may spend it on your pleasures. (James 4:3, 4) 
 
Literally verse 3 says, “You ask and do not receive because you ask for yourselves in a 
base way, in order to squander it on your hedone (hedonism)- your self seeking pleasure.” 
 
Now, we’re all basically and naturally selfish. Some times even the good things that we 
do can be motivated by a selfish spirit. 
 
The Bible is telling us here that one reason for our spiritual poverty and powerlessness in 
prayer is a wrong motive. Think about that. It’s not necessarily the thing for which we’re 
asking that’s wrong, (I’m not asking for a keg of beer so it must be OK) but it’s the 
reason why we ask for it that’s wrong. 
 
Two people could pray for the same thing with entirely different motives. 
 
Two people could pray for a car. Two people could pray that God would bless their 
business. Two people could pray that their marriages would be strengthened. 
 
One could be praying because they’re only thinking of themselves and the other could be 
praying because they want to see God glorified. 
 
So before we start blaming God for not answering our prayer, we need to do some serious 
soul-searching. Are we the hindrance to God’s answer? 



 
 
 
 

 
 
 
 

9 

 
I. Even Godly People Ask, Why? 
II. There Are Reasons Why God Doesn’t Fulfill Our Requests 
III. In Reality God Always Answers Our Prayers 
 
Turn to Matthew chapter 6   page 950 
 
Jesus was constantly battling against the religious establishment of His day. He was know 
as “the friend if sinners,” but He wasn’t exactly beloved by the Pharisees and Sadducees 
of His day.  These were the controlling religious factions and the Pharisees especially 
were very hypocritical. 
 
In Matthew 6 Jesus is teaching the people in what we call The Sermon on the Mount. 
With the hypocrisy of the Pharisees on everybody’s mind that’s listening to Him, look 
what He says about prayer. 
 
Read verses 5 and 6 
 
Obviously Jesus wasn’t against all public prayer because He did it Himself. But what He 
was saying was don’t pray publicly to show everybody how spiritual you are.  
 
Read verse 7 
 
Here He’s saying be careful of using repeated, memorized prayers because if you can say 
them while you’re on auto pilot they become empty instead of meaningful. That was 
another Pharisaical thing. 
 
Read verse 8 
 
Prayer isn’t about informing God of stuff He doesn’t already know. Your Father knows 
what you need before you ask. The operative word there is “Father.” 
 
What’s so important about that word is this, never in all the Old Testament does a Jewish 
person address God as “Father.” In fact, that’s true in all existing books of extrabiblical 
Jewish writings dating from the beginning of Judaism until the tenth century A.D. 
 
He was God, He was Lord, He was a lot of things but He wasn’t Father. Jesus came so 
that we could be born into God’s family. Jesus came and gave Himself on the cross so 
that we could call the God of the universe “Father.” 
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That’s why He said in John 3:3 Most assuredly, I say to you, unless one is born again, he 
cannot see the kingdom of God. 
 
When He was pressed about what that meant He said this: The Son of Man must be lifted 
up, that whoever believes in Him should not perish but have eternal life.  
For God so loved the world that He gave His only begotten Son, that whoever believes in 
Him should not perish but have everlasting life. (John 3:14-16) 
 
God becomes our Father, we’re born into God’s family, when we trust Jesus Christ and 
His payment on the cross for forgiveness. Have you placed your faith in Christ? Have 
you received Jesus Christ? 
 
God always answers the prayers of those who have real faith in Him, but He answers it in 
one of 4 ways. 
 
The first is this.  God says, “Are you talking to me? If you’re talking to me, you need to 
know something, I’m not hearing you! Get the open sin out of your life, get your motives 
right, and I’ll listen.” 
 
The second way God answers our prayer is “No!”  “God will you please fix my wife? Get 
her straightened out.” No. “God, will you please get me out of this job, I hate it.” No. 
“Lord I’ve got this health problem that’s just wearing me down, won’t you please...” No. 
 
Sometimes God just says, “No. No I have a purpose in what’s going on. I know you don’t 
see it right now, but trust me I know what I’m doing.” 
 
The third way God can answer is “Yes.” Years ago I had a lump on my leg. It was sore so 
I went to the doctor. The doctor checked it out and scheduled me for surgery. I prayed.  
A bunch of people prayed for me and the day I went in for the surgery the lump was 
gone. The doctor had no natural explanation. That was God saying “Yes.”  
 
Another time we had a 5 Day club in our back yard. We had a bunch of unchurched kids 
from the neighborhood who were there to learn about Jesus. The sky got cloudy and it 
was obvious that rain was coming. We bowed down and asked the God who controls the 
weather to keep us dry so the kids could hear the gospel.  
 
It rained, but it stopped about 50 feet away from us. We were dry in our back yard but it 
was raining 4 yards up from us. You could see the line. All the kids just stood there with 
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their mouths hanging open. God said “Yes.” 
 
Then there’s a fourth way that God answers prayer. Sometimes God says, “Wait. Not 
now.” We say, “Yea, I know all that but when?” God says, “Not now.” We want to know,  
“When will you tell me when? God says, “Not now.” 
 
That’s a difficult place to live your life, isn’t it?  I think that’s more difficult than the 
other 3. Sometimes God says, “Not now” and we’re chomping at the bit to get moving, 
but God has something He’s doing in our life. He’s building patience, self-control, 
endurance, and trust. 
 
Why didn’t God answer my prayer? There could be a number of reasons. But here’s an 
even more pressing question. How big is your God? 
 
Do you believe He can answer? Prayer starts with faith. Do you believe He will answer? 
Prayer is based on confidence in God’s promises. Even if He doesn’t answer the way 
you’d like Him to will you stay faithful? 
 
In the book of Daniel the king of Babylon threatened to throw 3 Hebrew young men in a 
furnace because they wouldn’t bow down to a golden idol he had erected. Here’s what 
they said. I pray this is the commitment of us all. 
 
Our God whom we serve is able to deliver us from the burning fiery furnace, and He will 
deliver us from your hand, O king. But if not, let it be known to you, O king, that we do 
not serve your gods. (Daniel 3:17-18) 
 
Even if He doesn’t answer the way you’d like Him to will you stay faithful? 

 
 


